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the work of saving a ruined world by the sacrifice of
himself. His hour was now come that he should be
delivered up to death: and Pilate, who had investi-
gated every charge that was brought against him, and
had already a great many times attested his innocence,
now in the most solemn manner entered his protest
against the procedure of his blood-thirsty enemies,
and declared, that in putting him to death they would
murder a just and inoffensive man; of which atrocious
act they, and they only, should bear the guilt. In
reply to this, they said, that if he would only leave
them to execute their purpose, they were willing to
take all responsibility from him, and all consequences
on themselves ; “ His blood be on us, and on our chil-
dren.” Thus, even they, at the very time that they
demanded his death, unwittingly acknowledged the
truth of Pilate’s assertions, and set their seal to this
blessed truth, that Jesus was ¢ cut off, not for his own
sins,” ‘but for the sins of those whom he came to save.

Let us however take a nearer view of this subject;
and distinctly consider,

I. Pilate’s vain protest—

In some respects Pilate may be considered as having
acted a bold and honest part; for

This protest of his was very solemn—

[1t should seem that the washing of the hands in token of
innocence, was a custom not unknown to the Romans: and,
among the Jews, it was prescribed by God himself; when
murder had been committed by some unknown person, and
those who, from their proximity to the spot, might be sup-
posed to have had some knowledge of the transaction, were
called to clear themselves?. By this significant action did
Pilate proclaim his determination not to embrue his hands in
innocent blood; accompanying it with a solemn testimony in
favour of the person accused, and an admonition to his enemies
that they, and they only, must be answerable for his death.

Thus far we approve, and applaud his protest.]

But it was vain—

[In some cases, such a protest would have really acquitted
him in the sight both of God and man—

3 Deut. xx1i. 6, 7.
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If the matter had been to be determined by a majority of
voices, his conscience would have been clear. This was the
case when Joseph, one of the Jewish council, was out-voted in
the Sanhedrim; and God himself acquits him of any participa-
tion in their guilt®.

If the act had not been in itself sinful; and circumstances
Ah'ad occurred that rendered that necessary, which, under other
circumstances, would have been inexpedient and improper;
then his protest would have cleared him, even though he had
done the act against which he protested: for this was the case
of Paul, when he was compelled by the intrigues of false
teachers to confirm his apostolic authority by an appeal to
visions, of which it would otherwise have been inexpedient for
him to boast®.

But Pilate was a governor and a judge, whose duty it was,
no less to protect the innocent, than to punish the guilty. He
had no right to sacrifice the life of an innocent person to the
clamours of a mob. He should have told them plainly, that
he would rather sacrifice his situation, and even life itself, than
be guilty of such horrible injustice. And, however menacing
the rising tumult might appear, he should have adhered to
the path of duty, and risked all consequences. In not doing
this, he neglected his office; and, by consenting to their
wickedness, made himself a partaker of it. It was to no pur-
pose to enter a protest against the act, and then join in the
 commission of it. His saying, I am innocent,” did not make
him innocent: on the contrary, we are assured, on infallible
authority, that in the sight of God he is considered as a con-
federate with the very people whom he thus professed to
condemn?.]

Nor less vain are many similar protests that are
made amongst ourselves—

[What is more common than to reply, in justification of
ourselves, ¢ I must do so?’” One says, * I must be guilty of
such and such frauds: it is not my fault, but the fault of the
trade : one cannot carry on trade without it.” Another, whilst
he conforms to the sinful customs of the world, urges a similar
excuse; ¢ I must do so, else I shall incur the odium of sin-
gularity, and endanger both my reputation and interest. I
acknowledge that the things are wrong; but I must do them.’
Know then, that, if you must do them, you must also answer
for them at the tribunal of God: and that, in that day, ““ not
he who acquitteth himself shall be approved, but he whom the
Lord acquitteth®.”] :

b Tuke xxiti. 51, ¢ 2 Cor, xii. 1, 11.
d Acts. iv. 27. e 2 Cor. x. 18.



586 MATTHEW, XXVII 24, 25. [1408.

Let us now turn our attention to,
II. The people’s rash engagement—

The guilt and punishment of murder were, among
the Jews, expressed by “ the blood of the murdered
person being upon them®” By this imprecation,
therefore, the people meant to relieve Pilate’s con-
science, and to pacify his fears; engaging, that the
crucifixion of Christ should never be considered as
his act, but theirs; and that the consequences of it, if
any, should come, not on kim, but on them and thewr
children. But,

What a rash engagement was this!

[What answer would it be to Ceesar, if, being summoned
to give an account of the injustice committed, and the dis-
honour brought thereby upon the whole Roman empire, Pilate
should say, ¢ The people forced me to it?” Were not the
peopie his subjects? and had he not the Roman soldiers at his
command, to keep them in awe? To what purpose was he
entrusted with this power, if he did not exercise1t? Would
this promise, of taking the responsibility on themselves, re-
move it from him? Assuredly not: on %im, and not on them,
would Ceesar’s displeasure fall. A

- But, supposing they could protect him from Ceesar’s anger,
could they heal the wound which this act would inflict upon
his counscience? Would this stern monitor be silent at their
bidding? No: its remonstrances would be heard in spite of
them ; and to his dying hour would the voice of innocent blood
cry out against him.

Thus, as it respected Aim, their engagement was vain and
nugatory; but not so as it respected themselves: God held
them to it: and made them feel the fearful responsibility
attaching to it. But a few days elapsed, before they expressed
their fears lest their imprecations should be answered&: and
before- that generation passed away, the Divine judgments
came upon them to the uttermost; insomuch that the Jewish
historian, who was himself a spectator of the fact, declares, that
such multitudes of the captive Jews were crucified during the
siege of Jerusalem, that ¢ there wanted room for the crosses
to stand upon, and wood. to make them of.' Then was their
request fulfilled: then was * the blood of Christ on them
indeed, and on their children;” and, from that hour to the
present moment, have they been ““ made an astonishment, and
an hissing, and perpetual desolations™.”]

f Matt. xxiii. 35. £ Acts v, 28, h Jer. xxv. 9.,
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- And how much better are the engagements which
many amongst us are ready to take upon themselves?

[When we endeavour to prevail on persons to act against
the convictions of their conscience, we are ready to laugh at
their scruples, and to ridicule their fears; and with great con-
fidence to pledge our words, that their compliance with our
advice will be attended with no bad consequence whatever.
But, when we have prevailed over their credulity, can we
fulfil our word? Can we in many cases avert even the tem-
poral consequences of their conduct? How much less can we
silence the clamours of their guilty consciences! — — — And
least of all can we stand between God and their souls in the
day of judgment ~— ——

But though we cannot fulfil our engagements to them, we
must, together with them, answer for our conduect to God;
and perish under the accumulated guilt of ruining their souls.
“ Their blood will be required at our hands” — — —]

Let us LEARN then from hence,

1. To discard the fear of man—

[You see how true is that declaration, that * the fear of
man bringeth a snarel.” Had Pilate in the first instance with-
stood, as he ought, the clamours of the people, he had never
embrued his hands in the Saviour’s blood. He might have
fallen a sacrifice to their rage, it is true; but he would have
had reason to all eternity to rejoice that he had died in such
a cause. And we would ask of you, What are your feelings
now in reference to any sinful compliances you may have been
drawn into, or any injuries you may have suffered in conse-
quence of your non-compliance? Do you not even now see
that it is better to regard God than man*? Then “ fear not
man, who can only kill the body; but God, who can destroy
both body and soul in hell: yea, I say unto you, fear Him?”
— — — Let the conduct of Levi be our pattern™— and the
command of Jesus our rule™—.]

2. To maintain always a good conscience—

[God has given us a conscience, to be his vicegerent in
the soul. It may be said, that Paul sinned in following his
conscience > 'We answer, that he sinned, no¢ in following his
conscience, but in having such a misguided conseience. We
should by a constant study of the Scriptures, and by fervent

rayer for the teachings of God’s Spirit, get our conscience
enlightened and rectified. If we neglect to do this, we are

i Prov. xxix. 25. . ¥ Actsiv. 19, 1 Luke xii, 4, 5.
m Deut. xxxiii. 9. " Luke xiv. 26, 27. o Acts xxvi. 9.
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answerable before God for all the errors we run into. But still
we must follow the light we have. We must listen to the dic-
tates of conscience at all times, and follow them without reserve.
Every thing that it enjoins we must do?, and nothing that it
forbids1. If it even suggest a doubt, we must not proceed tilil
that doubt be removed”. Nothing is more terrible than an
accusing conscience®; nothing more delightful than testimonies
of its approbationt. Labour therefore with all your might to
acquire a good conscience, and ‘¢ exercise yourselves night
and day to maintain it".”]

P Jam. iv. 17. 4 Rom. xiv. 22, r Rom. xiv. 23.
s Matt. xxvil, 3,4, t 2 Cor. 1. 12. v Acts xxiv. 16.
MCCCCIX.

THE INDIGNITIES OFFERED TO OUR LORD.

Matt. xxvii. 26—31. Then released he Barabbas unto them :
and when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be
crucified. Then the soldiers of the Governor took Jesus into
the common hall, and gathered unto him the whole band of
soldiers. And they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet
robe. And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they
put it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand : and they
bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, saying, Hail,
king of the Jews! And they spit upon him, and took the
reed, and smote kim on the head. And after they had mocked
him, they took the robe off from him, and put his own raiment
on him, and led him away to crucify him.

AT this season® we are naturally led to contemplate
the sufferings of our blessed Lord. In general, we
think it desirable to fix your minds on some one point;
because that, if duly opened, will afford ample matter
for one discourse: but now we will rather call your
attention to this assemblage of facts; not so much
for the purpose of elucidating each particular indignity
that was offered him, as, from a collective view of
them, to shew you the Lord Jesus Christ,

I. As the predicted Messiah—

There was scarcely an incident relating to his death
which was not the subject of a distinct prophecy—

{1t was foretold that he should be scourged. The Pro-

phet Isaiah says, that “the chastisement of our peace was

3 The Passion Week.



1409,] INDIGNITIES OFFERED TO OUR LORD. 589

upon him, and by his stripes we are healed®.” And though
the Psalmist appears to speak of Israel at large, yet I think he .
has also an eye to God’s servant Israel, the Messiah, in par-
ticular, when he says, ¢ The plowers plowed upon my back;
they made long their furrows®. The various indignities of
mocking and reproaching, and the spitting in his face, were also
specifically mentioned: I gave my back to the smiters, (where
the scourging is again referred to,) and my cheeks to them that
plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame and spit-
ting®” And the Prophet Micah says, * They shall smite the
Judge of Israel with a rod upon the cheek®.” And, in refer-
ence to these things, the Psalmist says, “ Reproach hath broken
my heart; and ¥ am full of heaviness: and I looked for some
to take pity, but there was none: and for comforters, but I
found none’. His crucifixion was plainly declared in the erec-
tion of the brazen serpent in the wilderness®; as was also the
place where it should be carried into effect, by the burning of
the sacrifices without the camp® These things were also dis-
tinctly foreseen, and plainly predicted, by our blessed TLord;
predicted, too, as subjects of prophecy, which were assuredly
to be fulfilled: ¢ He took unto him the twelve, and said unto
them, Behold, we gotoJerusalem; and all things that are written
by the prophets concerning the Son of man shall be accom-
plished. For he shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and
shall be mocked, and spitefully entreated, and spitted on, and
they shall scourge him, and put him to death®.”] .

And these things were all literally fulfilled in him—

[His scourging is first mentioned in my text. But this
was inflicted Zo prevent his crucifizion. Pilate hoped, by
scourging Jesus, to pacify the anger of the Jews against him,
and to move them to compassion towards him¥*: so that the
very mercy of his judge, no less than the fury of his persecutors,
contributed to fill up the destined measure of his sufferings.

The various insults and indignities that were offered him
are next mentioned. And where were they inflicted? In the
very hall of Pilate himself, and by the very soldiers who were
under his command! The discipline maintained amongst the
Roman soldiers was exceeding strict: yet did they, under the
very eye of the Governor, not execute his wishes, but go in
direct opposition to them, to please and gratify the Jews: and
thus they, voluntarily, and of their own mind, and in direct
violation of their military duty, at the risk of being called to a

b Tsai. liil. 5. ¢ Ps. exxix. 3. with Isal. xlix. 3.
d Jsai, 1. 6. e Mic. v. 1. f Ps, Ixix. 20.
8 Johniii. 14,15. h Lev. iv, 12, I Luke xviil. 31-—88.

k Luke xxiii. 16, 22. with John xix. 1, 4, 6.
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severe account for it, go beyond the laws, and add punishments
which the law did not prescribe, that so the Scriptures of the
prophets might, unwittingly indeed on their part, be in every
thing fulfilled.

His crucifixion closes the scene.  But that was not a Jewish
punishment: it was a penalty inflicted only by the Roman law:
yet, though the law by which he was judged was Jewish, the
punishment inflicted on liim was Roman. But so the pro-
phecies had foretold: and it was not possible that one word of
them should fail of its accomplishment. The Roman Governor,
without whose authority it could not be executed, did all in his
power to prevent it; but could not prevail. IHe would gladly
have embraced the opportunity, which custom had sanctioned,

-of pardoning one of the prisoners: but the Jews chose rather
to have a murderer spared, than Him; a murderer, whose
guilt was fully proved, rather than Jesus, whom the judge
himself, after the fullest investigation, affirmed to be innocent.
But so God had ordained; and so it came to pass.

Behold, then, how clear and indisputable is his Messiahship!
Things were foretold which had no relation to each other, and
which, in the common cotirse of events, were inconsistent with
each other. Butin him they all combined ; and they came to
pass, not through the well-adjusted efforts of friends to fulfil
them, but through the unwitting agency of enemies, and through
the veryefforts which were made to prevent the accomplishment
of them. I ask, then, with confidence, ““ Is not He the
Christ!12”] : :

Let us now view him in another light; namely,

II. As our surety and substitute—

Having undertaken for us, he must bear all that
our sins had merited—

[Shame, and misery, and death, were our proper and
deserved portion. ¥ven in this world “ the way of transgres-
sors is hard,” and “ there is no peace to the wicked;” and the
sentence of death hangeth over us: and, in the eternal world,
the wicked will * awake to shame and everlasting contempt™,”
(Who can conceive the contempt and indignation that will then
be felt against them by God himself, and by the saints who
will sit with him as his assessors in judgment? The sentenee
that will be denounced against them in that day amply declares
that point: * Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire,
prepared for the devil and his angels.”) As for the misery
that awaits us, no finite imagination can conceive it, when we
shall lie down ¢ in the lake of fire and brifmstone, and spend a

I John 1v. 29, m Dan, xii. 2.
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never-ending eternity in * weeping, and wailing, and gnashing

~of teeth.” - In a word, the curse of the law™, * the wrath of
God,” and ¢ the damnation of hell,” which are the bitter
ingredients of * the second death,” are the sinner’s doom.]

Now these, as far as was necessary for our redemp-
tion, he bore for us—

" [As for the idea of every individual part of lis sufferings
making an atonemént for every corresponding circumstance
1n our sins, I look upon it as altogether fanciful and abstrd.
But the great leading points of his sufferings and of our deserts
do fully correspond with each other. Every mark of ignominy
was shewn him, both in these his preparatory sufferings, and
in his death itself, which was inflicted only on slaves, and which
was declared by the Jewish law accursed. And ““ who ever
beheld sorrow like unto his sorrow®?” Truly beyond any
other person that ever existed upon earth was he despised and
rejected of men, a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief?:”
‘“the whole nation despised and abhorred him%;” and ¢ his
visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more
than the sons of men®.” Finally, in his death, ¢ he became a
curse for us, that he might deliver us from the curse” to which
we were doomed®” Thus did he not merely die in our stead,
“ the just for the unjustt,” as a common victim in the place
of the offender, but he fully discharged our debt in every par-
ticular; so that neither law nor justice can demand any thing
further at our hands. Methinks we were lying, like Isaac,
bound upon the altar, the knife being lifted up to inflict the
deadly stroke, and the wood and fire prepared ready to consume
us ; but Jesus, as the ram cauglt in the thicket, undergoes the
whole for us, and restores us to the bosom of our Father and
our God. “* By his stripes we are healed®;” and by his death
we live for ever®.] ,

Once more we may, in the midst of these sufferings,
contemplate him,
ITI. As our great example—

What he endured shews us what we also shall have
to bear— | |
[ God has predestinated us to be conformed to the

image of his Son?:” and our blessed Lord has told us, that,
as men hated and ‘‘ persecuted him, so they will hate and

n Deut. xx1. 23. o Lam. 1. 12. P Isai. liii. 3.
q Jsal. xlix. 7. r Isai. lit. 14. s (Gal. iii. 13.
t 1 Pet, 1ii. 18. u 1 Pet. 11. 24, X 1 Thess. v. 10,

¥y Rom. viii. 29.



592 MATTHEW, XXVII. 26—31.  [1409.

persecute usz” “The servant cannot expect to be above his
master: it is sufficient for him, if he be as his lord. If they
have called the Master of the house Beelzebub, much more
will they those of his household2.” We may see therefore, in
the universality, contemptucusness, and acrimony of his per-
secutors, what his followers must expect, even unto death.
‘We are expressly told, that *“ we are called to the same, because
Christ suffered for us, leaving us an example, that we should
follow his steps®:” and, seeing that he has suffered for us with-
out the gates of Jerusalem, we must go forth to him without
the camp, bearing his reproach®.”]
It shews us, too, in what way we must bear it—

[In the whole of these sufferings, we hear not one word
of complaint. No, verily : though * he was so oppressed and
afflicted, yet opened he not his mouth. He was led as a lamb
to the slaughter; and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb,
so opened he not his mouth®.” This especially is marked out
for our imitation by St. Peter. ¢ Christ suffered for us, leaving
us an example, that we should follow his steps: who did no
sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: who, when he was
reviled, reviled not again; when he suflfered, threatened not,
but committed himself to Him that judgeth righteously®.” To
this effect we are instructed by our Lord, and all his holy
Apostles : instead of ¢ rendering evil for evil unto any man,”
we must “love our enemies, bless them that curse us, do good
to them that hate us, and pray for them that despitefully use
us and persecute ust” Nor let this be thought impossible.
1t was done by Stephen, in the very hour of martyrdomé#: and
it was nobly carried into effect by St. Paul, throughout the
whole of his ministrations: “ We are made a spectacle,” says
he, * unto the world, and to angels, and to men. Even unto
this present hour we both hunger and thirst, and are naked,
and are buffeted, and have no certain dwelling-place; and
labour, working with our own hands. Being reviled, we bless;
being persecuted, we suffer it; being defamed, we entreat.
We are made as the filth of the world, and the off-scouring
of all things, unto this day?.” Here you see practical Chris-
tianity : and, if you come from the hall where Jesus so meekly
bare all his ignominious treatment, and learn ““ so to walk as he
walked,” you will not have beheld this sight in vain. “ Consider
then, I pray you, brethren, Him who endured such contradiction.
of sinners against himself;” that you, under-similar treatment,
may never be weary nor faint in your minds1."]

z John xv. 20. & Matt. x, 24, 25. © 1 Pet. ii.. 21.

¢ Heb. xiii, 12, 13, ¢ Isai, lii. 7. e 1 Pet. ii. 21-—93.
f Matt, v. 44, 8 Acts. vil. 60. h 1 Cor. iv. 9—183.
i Heb. xii. 3. :
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- Let me not conclude without further REMARKING on
this subject,
1. How astonishing is the love of Christ to sinful
man !

[Our blessed Lord, as I have shewn, foresaw from the
beginning all that should come upon him: yet, instead of
drawing back, he longed for the period even to be baptized
with this bloody baptism, and was quite “straitened till it
should be accomplished®. 'What manner of love was this!
When shall we learn to estimate it aright? O, brethren,
seek to ‘ comprehend its breadth and length, and depth and
height !” for it.is by that, and by that only, that you can be
“filled with all the fulness of God!” — — —]

2. How infatuated must they be who do not seek
those blessings, for the obtaining of which all these
- things were endured !

[Who would believe that men professing to receive this
record as true, and to hope for mercy through these very suf-
ferings, should yet be as careless about their souls, as if they
were of no value ; and as indifferent about eternity, as if there
were no future state of existence? Look at the Saviour, bre-
thren, and reflect, Who he is ; and what he has done ; and what
he has suffered; and for what end all these things have been
effected! Had your souls been of little value, would all these
things have come to pass? Had the future state of existence
been a matter of such indifference, would the Son of the Living
God have suffered all this for you? Go to the garden of
Gethsemane ; go to the hall of judgment; go to Mount Cal-
vary; and learn the value of immortal souls: go, I say, and
learn the folly and madness of neglecting this Saviour, through
whom alone any soul of man can be saved. I pray you,
beloved, be in earnest, whilst yet the sufferings of God’s dear
Son may avail for you. But if ye will not seek after him, then
think what your portion must be in the eternal world. For,
“if these things were done in the green tree, judge ye, what
must be done in the dry ™?”]

k Luke xii. 50.: I Eph. iii. 18, 19, m Luke xxiii. 31.

MCCCCX.

THE MOCKING OF CHRIST UPON THE CROSS.

Matt, xxvii, 88—44. Then were there two thieves crucified with
lim ; one on the right hand, and another on the left.. And
they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads, and
YOL. XI. QQ
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saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in
three days, save thyself. If thou be the Son of God, come
down from the cross. Likewnse also the chief priests mocking
him, with the Scribes and clders, said, He saved others; him-
self he cannot save. 1If he be the King of Israel, let kim now
come down from the cross, and we will believe him. He trusted
ire God ; let him deliver him now, if he will have him : for he
said, I am the Son of God. The thieves also, which were
erucified with him, cast the same in his teeth.

SOME, from idle curiosity, are fond of attending
upon public executions; whilst others, from a com-
mendable sensibility, could not prevail upon them-
selves to be present at such a scene. But there is
no room for the one or other of these feelings, in the
scene now presented to our view. Our corporeal
senses can neither be gratified nor shocked : it is by
faith only that we can realize the transactions of this
day: but if we have faith, we shall “look on Him
whom we have pierced, and mourn, and be in
bitterness, as for a first-born son.” In general, the
behaviour of the condemned person is the chief object
of contemplation; that of the spectators is never so
much as thought of : it is taken for granted, that that
will be decorous, and suited  to the solemn occasion.
But, in the present instance, we wish particularly to
notice the conduct of those who attended the cruci-
fixion of our Lord : and we shall find that zkeir treat-
ment of him is replete with instruction In a variety of
views:

I. As an exhibition of man’s depravity—

[Much of the wickedness of man appears in the arrest, the
prosecution, and the condemnation of our Lord: but in no
part of his history do we behold such a mass of impiety as in
that before us. For all that preceded his erucifixion, there was
- a reason: it was deemed necessary for the safety of the state
that he should be put to death: and, till they had accomplished
that object, we do not wonder at any thing they did to attain
it.  But, when they had attained it, and there was no further
occasion for their hostilities, we are surprised beyond measure
that there was no relaxation of their resentment, On all other
occasions, the execution of criminals, however dese’rVe&ly they
suffer, calls forth a measure of compassion: but towards him
the fury of all ranks of men raged with unabated force ; and,
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like dogs, they seemed eager to devour the prey which they
had already seized. | .

Had this ferocity been confined to soldiers, we might have
supposed that it arose from their education and habits. But
‘“ the Chief Priests, with the Scribes and Elders, and even the
Rulers,” all concurred in devouring the Lamb of God! They
altogether forgot the demeanour which befitted their rank and
office; yea, they lost sight of all the feelings of humanity ; and
encouraged by their example those atrocities, which policy, no
less than humanity, should have led them to prevent. Even
the malefactors caught the infernal flame; and, unmindful of
their own agonies, or shame, or approaching dissolution, united
in vilifying the Son of God: accounting themselves so much
his superiors, that they might justly make him an object of
derision and contempt. _

‘Whatever had been a ground of accusation against him, they
now made a subject of profane ridicule. Three years before,
he had, in reference to his own body, said, ¢ Destroy this
temple, and in three days I will raise it up again.” This had
been alleged against him, thougli not substantiated, as an
evidence of his hostility to the temple: and now they cast it in
his teeth, challenging him, if he were able, to do a much smaller
thing, namely, to come down from the cross. His relation to
God as his Son, and his power over Israel as their King, he
was also called upon to prove, by descending from the cross:
and even his affiance in God was deemed so absurd, that God
himself was challenged by them to his assistance. All this too
was attended with such outward expressions of triumph as
corresponded with the malignant feelings of their hearts. But
who would have conceived that even his most benevolent mi-
racles should now be made a matter of reproach against him?
Yet were even these brought forward, to give the keener edge
to their blasphemies: ‘ He saved others; himself he cannot
save.”

Now view this whole mass of savage cruelty, of base ingra-
titude, and of horrid impiety; view it as the offspring, not of
one superlatively wicked individual, or of any particular class,
but of a whole nation; and then you will be constrained to
say, ¢ Lord, what is man ? Lord, what is man?”)

The conduct of the Jews on this occasion is in-
structive also,
I1. As a trial of Christ’s perfection—

The sacrifices under the law being required to be without
spot or blemish, they were examined with the greatest care,
that their fitness to be offered might be clearly ascertained.
Now as Jesus was to be a sacrifice for the sins of the whole
world, it pleased God, that, pre;ious to his being offered, he

QRA
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should undergo the strictest examination. Accordingly the
seyerest scrutiny was instituted, and the result of every fresh
examination was a stronger attestation of his innocence. But
here we see him put into the hottest furnace, which must infal-
libly discover the alloy or dross, if any sueh were found in him.
The most eminent of mankind had been subjected to far less
trials, and had discovered that they were but men, weak, sin-
ful, and corrupt. Moses had “ spoken unadvisedly with his
lips;” Job had “ cursed the day of his nativity;” and Paul had
“ reviled the Ruler of God’s people.” DBut in Jesus there was
not the smallest error or imperfection. Such was his patience,
that “ when he was reviled, he reviled not again; when he
suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that
judgeth righteously.” He complains indeed by the prophet,
‘ Reproach hath broken my heart, and I am full of heaviness;”
yet, as another prophet testifies, ©“ He was altogether like a
lamb led to the slaughter, and, like a sheep before her shearers,
dumb.” Such was his forbearance too, that when he might
justly have called fire from heaven to consume his enemies, as
Elijah did, or caused the earth to open and swallow them up, as 1t
did those who had rebelled against his servant Moses, he would
not do it. Nor, on the other hand, would he, as well he might
have done, accept their challenge, and prove his almighty power
by descending from the cross. He knew that this would not
convince them, even if he should doit: he intended also shortly
to give them an infinitely stronger evidence of his Messiahship,
(even that which he had so often promised them,) by rising
from the dead; and he was determined that nothing should
divert him from the work which he had undertaken to perform.
He might well have said, “ Seeing ye put me from you, and
judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life,” I relinquish my
work, and leave you to the judgments whieh you have so richly
merited?. But he would not save himself, because he was bent
on saving us; and “for the joy that was set before him,” of
delivering a ruined world, * he endured the cross, and despised
the shame,” till he could say, respecting the whole of his work,
* It is finished.” '

Here then we have ample proof of his sinless character, and
that he truly was, what it behoved him to be, *“ a Lamh
without blemish and without spot.”] '

There yet remains one other view in which. their
treatment of him is iustructive ; namely,
IT1. As a proof of his Messiahship—
[The circumstance of his being crucified between two
malefactors is declared by the Evangelist to have been an

2 Acts xiil. 46.
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accomplishment of that prophecy, “ He was numbered with the
transgressors.” But it was not only in what they did, that his
enemies fulfilled the Scriptures; they fulfilled them equally in
what they said ; insomuch that, if they had been ever so desi-
rous to conform to the prophetic writings, they could not
. possibly have fulfilled them more accurately or more minutely.

David, personating the Messiah, tells us how his enemies
“wagged their heads” at him; and then specified the very
words which the chief priests and elders used on this occa-
sion®. Now, if we consider how exactly this prophecy was
fulfilled, and that there were a thousand years between the
prophecy and its completion, we shall see that the most casual
circumstances of our Lord’s humiliation, no less than those
which were more plainly determined, attest, beyond a doubt,
the truth of his Messiahship.

Let it not be thought, that the notice of these things is a
needless repetition. It is by an appeal to prophecy that the
Apostles prove the divine mission of their Tord; and there-
fore, the more fully we mark the accomplishment of Scripture
in him, the more abundantly shall we be confirmed in the faith
of the Gospel.]

Let us then LEARN from hence,
1. To believe in his name—

[It is not a mere assent to the history of the Gospel that
we mean to recommend, but a belief in Jesus as the Saviour
of the world. Many consider his death as nothing more than
a confirmation of his doctrine; but if he died only to confirm
his doctrine, his descent from the cross would have been a
stronger confirmation of it than his death. It was as an
atoning sacrifice that he died; and therefore his death was
" indispensable for the completion of his mediatorial work: and
it is ¢n this view that we call upon you to believe in him.
Consider all this contempt and ignominy as endured for you,
as “ the chastisement of your peace,” and as the appointed
means of rescuing you from ¢ everlasting shame and con-
tempt "— —— —]

2. To follow his steps—

[Our Lord has taught us to expect the same treatment
which he himself received. Indeed, it is reasonable to sup-
pose, that ¢ if they called the Master of the house Beelzebub,
much more will they those of his household.” How then on
such occasions should we behave? We answer, That he has
purposely ¢ set us an example, in order that we should follow
his steps®;” and that therefore, whatever we may be called to

b Ps. xxii. 6—8. ¢ 1 Pet, 11. 21-—23.
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endure, we should ¢ possess our souls in patience®,” ‘“not
rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing, but contrariwise
blessing®” This is the express command of our adorable
Saviourf: and the nearer we can resemble him, the more will
he be glorified in us. I know that we are apt to plead our
weakness and irritability as an excuse for our impatience : but
this is no excuse: it only shews how unlike we are to our
blessed Lord, and how much we need both his mercy and
grace. Paul was a man of like passions with us; and he tells
us how he demeaned himself on such occasions; * being re-
viled, we bless ; being persecuted, we suffer it; being defamed,
we entreat8” Letus remember then, that * the grace of Christ
is equally sufficient for us;” that * through his strength we
can do all things;” and that the greatest ‘ ornament we can
‘have on earth, is that of a meek and quiet spirith.”]

4 Luke xxi. 19. Jam. i. 4. ¢ 1 Pet. iii. 9.
f Matt, v. 44. ¢ 1 Cor, iv. 10—13. b 1 Pet, iii. 4.
MCCCCXI.

THE SUPERNATURAL DARKNESS,

Matt. xxvii. 45. Now from the sixzth hour there was darkness
over all the land unto the ninth hour.

IT might well be expected that the crucifixion of
the Son of God should be accompanied with circum-
stances of a peculiar nature ; sufficient, when properly
understood, to remove the offence of his cross, and
to distinguish him from all others who should suffer
the same kind of death. The whole creation is at
God’s command, and ready, in any manner that he
sees fit, to display his power. The sun in particular
has been made his instrument for that end. In the
days of Joshua, it suspended its course for the space
of a whole day®. . In the days of Hezekiah, it reversed
its natural course, and went backwards ten degrees
on the sun-dial of Ahaz®. And now, at the death of
Christ, when risen to its meridian height, it veiled its
face in darkness®. How far the darkness extended,
whether over the whole earth, as some think, or over
the land of Judza only, as our translators thought,

2 Josh. x. 12, 13. - b 2 Kings xx. 11,
¢ The sixth hour corresponded with our noon.
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we do mnot take upon us to determine; though we
‘Incline to the latter: but, whether more or less, it
could not proceed from a natural cause. It could
.not be an eclipse, because the moon at that time was
at the full: and even if it had been an eclipse, it could
not have been total for more than a quarter of an hour;
whereas this continued for the space of three hours.
It was manifestly a miraculous darkness, produced by
the almighty power of God, and that too for ends
. worthy of a divine interposition. It was,

I. An attestation to our Saviour's character—

[It was ordained of God, that every species of testimony
should be given to his Son, in confirmation of his claims as
the true Messiah. The particular kinds of testimony were,
many hundreds of years before, made the subject of prophecy:
and they were almost all of such a nature, as to be independent
of his own followers, and consequently incapable of being
brought to effect by any concerted plan of theirs. The miracle
now exhibited was of that kind: for the whole creation could
not have produced such a change in the face of nature: and as
it could not be counterfeited, so neither could it be denied: it
carried its own evidence along with it. _

That this darkness was foretold, we cannot doubtd. The
prophet Joel most indisputably rvefers to it®: for an inspired
Apostle quotes his very words, and declares, that those words
related to events which were to happen at that precise period,
Jor the express purpose of attesting the Messiahslip of Christ®.

Behold then a proof which cannot reasonably be doubted.
True it is, that the Jewish historian does not record the fact:
but we well know how averse he was to mention any thing
that tended to the honour of Christianity, and therefore can
account easily for his omission of so extraordinary an inter-
position of the Deity in confirmation of our religion. But the
fact itself is undeniable: and if the three days’ darkness in
Egypt was a convincing testimony from God to the mission of
Moses, so was this to the Messiahship of Christ. ]

II. An emblem of his sufferings—

[ Darkness ” is often used in Secripture as a figurative
representation of aflliction® — — — But it was peculiarly
- proper as an emblem on this occasion, Qur blessed Lord was
under the hidings of his Father’s face, and in the depths of
dereliction cried, “ My God, my God! why hast thou forsaken

4 Amosviii. 9. ¢ Joel ii. 30—32. 1 Acts ii. 16, 19—21,
& Isai. v. 30. and viii. 22. Ezek. xxxii 7, 8.
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me ?” His sufferings were such as no finite imagination can
conceive, The torments which men inflicted on his body were
small, in comparison of those which he now endured in his soul.
All the hosts of hell were, as it were, let loose upon him; as
He himself says, * This is your hour, and the power of dark-
nessh” Above all, the wrath of God was now poured out
upon him, as the Surety and Substitute of a guilty world ;
according to that declaration of the prophet, ¢ It pleased the
T.ord to bruise him%.” TUnder such circumstances, what in the
compass of created nature could so fitly represent his sufferings
as the event before us®¥? Hear the description given of those
sufferings by the prophet David! ——-— and no wonder “ the
sun went down over him, and the day was dark, when he had
no answer from his God.”]

ITI. A prognostic of the judgments that should come
upon his enemies—

[These were spoken of by Moses and all the prophets ;
and that too under the image which we are considering ™
— — —The prophet Amos, in a fore-cited passage, connects
thie calamities which they should endure with the very eveni
which prefigured them®. Our blessed Lord also foretold them
in language not dissimilar®. And how awfully have these
predictions been verified! Surely from the foundation of the
~world there has never been an instance of any nation suffering

such various, accumulated, and continued calamities as they.
The darkness of their minds too, no less than the wretchedness
of their condition, shews to what an extent the wrath of God
is upon them: for a veil is upon their hearts, thicker than even
that which obscured the meridian sun. O that at last the veil
might be taken away, and that the light of God’s countenance
might be once more lifted up upon them!]

Though this subject may appear unconnected with
practice, it may be justly iMPROVED,

-1. For the humbling of the impenitent—

[How awful does the insensibility of man appear, when
we see even the material creation more affected, as it were, at
the death of Christ, than they! It is a fact, that many who
have heard of the death of Christ times without number, and

b Luke xxii. 53.  Tgai, liil, 10.

k Compare Mic. iii. 6, 7. with Ps. xxii. 1, 2. where the image as
applied to the false prophets corresponds with the fact as exemplified
in our Lord. , S

! Ps. Ixxxviil. 3, 6, 7, 14, 16.

m Isai. xiii. 9—11. Jer. xv. 13, 9, n Amos viil. 9, 10,

o Mark xiii. 24—26, 30.
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who profess to believe that he died for their sins, have yet
never once mourned for those sins which nailed him to the
accursed tree. Were they to hear of the slightest accident
that had-befallen their friend or relative, or any trifling loss
which they themselves had sustained, they would be affected
with it: but the crucifixion of the Lord of Glory is heard of
by them without any emotion, even though they themselves
were the guilty causes of his death. But let such ungrateful
people know, that if ever they be brought to a just sense of
their sins, they will “look on Him whom they have pierced,
and mourn, and be in bitterness for him, as one that is in
bitterness for his first-born®.” The Lord hasten this peni-
tential season to every one of us4! —-— -]

2. For the comforting of the afflicted—

[It is not uncommon to find persons deeply distressed on
account of the hidings of God’s face. And we acknowledge
that they have cause to be distressed ; because it is the most
afflictive of all events, and because it never takes place but for
the correction of some evil in them. Our blessed Lord, though
he had no sin of his own, had evil enough upon him, even the
sins of the whole world: and Job, though in some sense he
was ““a perfect man,” had much to learn, and much to attain.
Yet let not any one despond, as though the cheerful light of
the sun should no more appear: but let those who * walk in
darkness and have no light, learn to trust in the Lord, and to
stay themselves upon their God*:” and then ““their light shall
rise in obscurity, and their darkness be as the noon-day.”]

3. For the encouraging of all—

[Reviving are those words of the Apostle John, ¢ The
darkness is past, and the true light now shineths.” All that
was obscure in the death of Christ is now made plain; and,
blessed be God! the whole mystery of Redemption is now ex-
hibited before our eyes. Yes, on us * the Sun of Righteous-
ness has arisen with healing in his wings.” But as we know
not how long the light shall continue with us, letus * walk
in the light whilst we have it, lest darkness come upon ust.”
If any thing in the dispensations either of providence or of

ace be dark to us at the present, let us contentedly say,

¢« What I know not now, I shall know hereafter;’ and let us

" wait in patience for that world, where * our sun shall no more

go down, neither shall our moon withdraw itself; but the Lord

will be our everlasting light, and the days of our mourning
shall be ended®™.”]

P Zech. xii. 10, a Jer. xiii. 15, 16. t Tsai. 1. 10. ~
1 John ii. 8. t John xii, 35. u Isai, Ix. 20,
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'MCCCCXIL.

SIGNS ATTENDANT ON OUR LORD’S DEATH.

Matt. xxvil. 51. And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in
twain from the top to the bottom ; and the earth did quake,
and the rocks rent,

THE incarnation and death of God’s co-equal, co-
eternal Son are facts so incredible; that nothing but
a concurrence of the most unquestionable proofs can
justify us in believing the Scripture report concerning
them. But God has been pleased to give us proofs
equal to the occasion. The birth of Christ was attested
by a multitude of angels, who were sent from heaven
to announce and celebrate the event: and the death
of Christ was attested bya variety of signs and wonders,
which could not fail to impress all whose minds were-
open to conviction. The miraculous darkness for the
space of three hours at mid-day has been already
noticed : and we have now to notice two other phe-
nomena, the earthquake, and the rending of the veil.
We may suppose indeed that these two events might
happen without any particular interposition of Pro-
vidence to effect them, or any particular end to be
answered by them: but such a construction is alto-
gether precluded, both by the prophetic declarations
respecting them, and by the light thrown upon them
in the New Testament. It shall be our endeavour
at this time,

I. To illustrate these phenomena#

Theseylike the miraculous darkness, may be con-
sidered as testimonies from God to the truth of Christ’s
Messiahship : but we shall direct our attention to
them rather as signs, or emblematic representations, of
mysteries at that time accomplished. In this view
let us notice,

1. The earthquake—

[This had been predicted by the Prophet Haggai‘ﬁ and
though we might have justly regarded the expressions used by

3 Hagg. ii. 6, 7, 21.
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him as designating only some great political convulsion, yet we
have reason to think that they had a literal accomplishment
m the event before us. It must be remembered, that, at the
giving of the Law, ** the whole of Mount Sinai quaked greatly®.”
Thus at the termination of that, and the introduction of the
Christian, dispensation, a similar miracle was wrought;  the
earth quaked to its very centre; and the rocks were rent asunder:”
and we are warranted by an inspired Apostle to declare, that
that phenomenon shadowed forth the abolition of the whole
Jewish economy, and the establishment of Christianity in its
placet. It is observable, too, that the Apostle lays all the
stress on one particular word of the prophet; (a word which
superficial readers would have overlooked;) and shews, that
it was intended by God himself to forefell, and to explain, the
earthquake which we are now speaking of. The tabernacle
and all the things belonging to it were ** made” by the hands
of men, and therefore were not intended to continue beyond
a certain period: but, under the Christian dispensation, every
thing is spiritual and of Divine origin, and consequently is
destined to endure for ever: the removal of the former, there-
fore, and the establishinent of the latter, being fixed in the
Divine counsels, they were predicted by the prophet, and ex-
pressly marked in that one word which the Apostle so correctly
notices; * This word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing
of those things that are shaken; as of things that are made, that
those things which cannot be shaken, may remain.”

What obligations do we owe to God for the light which
the New Testament reflects on the Jewish writings, and for
the confirmation which it receives from them! No uninspired
author could ever have discovered such mysteries in so obscure
a passage; nor can any one who beholds this inspired expo-
sition of it, withhold his admiration of the unfathomable depths
of God’s wisdom and knowledge.]

2. The rending of the veil—

[This was not a mere accident arising from the earthquake,
but an appointment of God for the fuller manifestation of his
own purpose and grace.

There were two veils in the temple; the one separating
the holy place from the outer court, and the other separating
the holy place from the holy of holies. - This latter veil was for
the purpose of screening from the view of men the ark and the
shechinah, that bright symbol of the Deity. This was the veil
that was * rent in twain from the top to the bottom:” and the
rending of it denoted three things; first, That the rending of
Christ’s body was the means of bringing us nigh to God ; next,
that the mysteries which had hitherto been hid in God were now

b Exod. xix. 18. Ps. xviil. 7. ¢ Heb, xii. 26, 27.



604 MATTHEW, XXVII. 51, [14 12.

Jully revealed ; and, lastly, that @ new way of access to God
was now opened for all people.

Christ speaks of his own body as being typified by the
temple?: and well he might do so, since “ in him dwelt all
the fulness of the Godhead bodily.” But as opening a way
for our admission to the Divine presence, it was more parti-
cularly typified by the veil; the rending of which marked the
violent nature of his death, and the blessed effects resulting
from it. This is declared by an inspired Apostle, who, speaking
of our having “ a way consecrated for us through the veil,” adds,
““ that is to say, his flesh.” And this accords with innumerable
assertions of Holy Writ, which declare that ¢ Christ hath made
peace for us by the blood of his cross,” and that, whereas we
were once ‘‘ alienated from God, and enemies to him in our
minds by wicked works, he hath now reconciled us to him i»
the body of his flesh through death®.”

Moreover, the mystical intent of all the types and figures
was now exhibited in the clearest view. As the veil on the
face of Moses intimated, that the Jews could not discern the
end and reason of the ceremonial law, and “ the taking away
of that veil in Christ” enables us to ¢ behold, as in a glass or
mirror, the glory of the Lord;” so the rending of the veil
shews us, that all the ends of the ceremonial law were fulfilled
in Christ, and that to us is given the substance of what the
Jewish Church possessed only in types and shadows. If we
do not now comprehend the glorious designs of God in the
work of Redemption, it is not because he has interposed a veil
to hide them from us, but because we have a veil upon our
own hearts, which we have not desired him to take away. It
must be our fault, I say, and not his; for from that hour in
which Christ died upon the cross, and especially from that hour
when the Holy Spirit descended on the day of Pentecost, to
reveal him unto men, * the face of the covering that had heen
cast over all people was destroyed, and the veil that had been
spread over all nations was taken away1.” ,

But that which was most fully and most immediately in-
tended by the rending of the veil, was, to open for all people
a free and personal access to God, that so they might obtain
all his blessings for themselves, withonut the intervention of
carnal sacrifices, and an earthly priesthood. To shew to men
that no such access was allowed them under the law, was the
use_and intent of the veil®; and to make that way open both
to Jews and Gentiles, was the design of God in rending the
veil®, 'This further appears from the féme when the veil was

4 John i, 19,21. ¢ Col. i. 20—22.  f Isai. xxv. 7, 8.
& Heb. ix. 7, 8. “The Holy Ghost this signifying, &ec.”
% Heb. x. 19, 20. with Eph. iii. 18.
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rent: for it was at the time of the evening sacrifice, when the
priests were in the holy place, trimming the sacred lamps,
and offering incense before the Lord. They, of course, must
have beheld the interior of the sanctuary; and therefore had
in themselves an evidence, that God had opened for them a
new way of access unto his throne. This is called ¢ a new and
a living way ;" new, because it never was revealed before; and
living, because it would secure eternal life to all who should
come 1n it; whereas, if even the high-priest himself had pre-
sumed to enter through the veil on any other than the day of
atonement, or in any other manner than that prescribed by
the law, he would have been struck dead upon the spot, or
have been put to death as a presumptuous transgressor: but
now every person in the universe may come to God, and find
acceptance with him at his mercy-seat: if only he take the
blood of his great Sacrifice, and bring it by faith to the throne
of God, he shall find that there no longer exists any difference
between “ Jew and Greek, bond and free, male and female,
but that we are all one in Christ Jesusi.”]

-Such is clearly the import of these phenomena:
We Nnow come,

II. To shew the improvement we should make of
them—

Here we might suggest many things; but for
brevity’s sake we shall confine ourselves to two, which
are particularly suggested by the holy Apostle. We
should,

1. Receive and honour the dispensation which God
has introduced—

[Consider the nature of that dispensation which pre-
ceded it; how dark, how unsatisfactory, how burthensome!
— — — Compare with it the dispensation under which we
live, a dispensation of light and liberty, of peace and joy
-— — — See the two contrasted by the Apostle¥; and then
hear him declaring the abolition of the one, and the establish-
ment of the other, and prescribing our duty in reference to
that which we are privileged to enjoy!: hear too the argument
with which he enforces an obedient attention to it: He re-
minds us of the judgments which fell on Korah, Dathan, and
Abiram, for refusing to comply with God’s former appoint-
ments, which were carnal and earthly, and appeals to us
respecting the impossibility of our escaping, if we disregard
those which are spiritual and heavenly, since God, at this

i @al. iii. 28,  k Heb, xii. 18—24. 1 Heb. xii. 2529,
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time, no less than formerly, is, to those who offend him, “a
consuming fire™"” Comply then with the commands of God,
and “receive not the grace of'God in vain.” Only remember
wherein the main difference between the two dispensations
consists : the one consisted altogether of forms and shadows;
the other contains the substance: in the one, the sacrifices
were beasts of the field, and the priests who offered them were
guilty creatures like ourselves; in the other, CurisT is our
Sacrifice, and our great High Priest; and in his mediation and
intercession must be all our salvation and all our hope. The
earthquake shook the whole legal fabric, and removed it all,
so that the Church is liberated from all its observances: in like
manner must all legal principles be removed from us; and the
freedom granted to the Church, must be realized in our hearts
———1In a word, we must be ‘ new creatures in Christ

Jesus: old things must pass away, and all things must be-
come new.” ] '

2. Avail ourselves of the liberty which he has con-
ferred upon us—
[God invites us all to come to him without fear: He says,
“ Draw nigh to me, and I will draw nigh to you” — ——
But here is the difficulty. To be outward-court worshippers
is easy enough: but to get within the veil, to approach God as
seeing him that is invisible, to pour out our souls before him,
to ask with a full assurance of obtaining whatsoever we stand
in need of; to live in the habit of such intercourse with him as
enables us to say, * Truly our fellowship is with the Father,
and with his Son Jesus Christ;” tkés requires continual watch-
fulness and unintermitted exertion. Yet this is the state to
which we ought to aspire. The Apostle, after having, in a
fore-cited passage, told us, that we have ° boldness to enter
into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way
which he hath consecrated for us through the veil, that is to
say, his flesh; and having an High Priest over the house of
God;” adds,  Let us draw mnear with a true heart; in full
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil
conscience ®.” This is the glorious privilege to which we are
brought. None need to stand at a distance: the golden
sceptre is held out equally to all; and * we may ask what we
will, and it shall be done unto us.” We are all, without excep-
tion, “ a royal priesthood;” he who ¢ hath loved us and
washed us from our sins in his own blood, hath also made us
kings and priests unto our God®” Let none then stand at
a distance as unworthy to approach him, but let us go even

to his throne, and ‘ open our mouths wide that he may fil}
them” — — —] '

m Heb, xii. 29. " Heb.x.19—22, o1 Pet.ii.9. Rev.i. 5 6.
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MCCCCXIII.

THE GU‘ARDINGiOF THE SEPULCHRE.

Matt, xxvii. 62—66. Now the next day, that followed the day
of the preparation, the Chief Priests and Pharisees came to-
gether unto Pilate, saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver
said, while he was yet alive, After three days I will rise again.
Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the
third day, lest his disciples come by night and steal him away,
and say unto the people, He is risen from the dead: so the
last error shall be worse than the first. Pilate said unto them,
Ye have a watch : go your way; make it as sure as ye can.
So they went, and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone,
-and setling a waich. '

‘THE enmity of the human heart against God will
never cease to operate, till the heart itself be changed
by divine grace. One would have hoped that, when
so many wonders had been wrought during the cruci
fixion of Christ, when the whole multitude that were
spectators of it smote their breasts with grief, when
the Centurion and others of the heathen soldiers were
constrained to attest his innocence, and to proclaim
him to be the Son of God, and, lastly, when they had
seen some of their own body, even members of the
supreme council, paying the most marked respect to
his dead body, and committing it to the tomb with
funeral honours; one would have hoped, I say, that
the malice of the chief priests and Pharisees would
have somewhat abated. But they were still restless:
not content with having put him to death, and thereby
destroyed, as they imagined, all his influence in the
world, they pretended to fear that his Disciples would
come and take him from the tomb, and spread abroad
a report that he had risen from the dead. They cer-
tainly had no reasonable ground for such a fear: for,
to what purpose could it be for the Disciples to carry
on such a delusion, when they could not gain any
thing by it but misery in this world, and destruction
in the world to come? But the chief priests wanted
to pluck up by the very roots this dangerous heresy,
as they esteemed it; and te prove to all that Jesus
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was an impostor. For this purpose they det_ermined
to secure the tomb, till the time of his predicted re-
surrection should be passed; and accordingly made
their application to Pilate, for such assistance as they
judged necessary.
Let us consider,

I. The precautions they used to secure the tomb—

[They remembered that Jesus had repeatedly foretold his
resurrection on the third day: and they well knew, tha_t, if
the report of such an event should be circulated and eredited,
it would confirm his influence to such a degree that theyshould
never be able to subvert it. They conceived that they had
been guilty of a great error in suffering Jesus to live so long:
and, if now they should leave it in the power of his Disciples
to practise a deceit by stealing away the body, and afirming
that he was risen, their * last error would be worse than the
first.” They therefore, notwithstanding it was the Sabbath,
went in a body to Pilate, to request that measures might in-
stantly be taken to defeat any such plot: Yes, though they had
often been filled with indignation against Jesus for performing
acts of mercy on the Sabbath, they themselves felt no hesitation
in violating the sanctity of it, in order to accomplish their
malignant purposes.

In their address to Pilate, they designate our adorable Lord
as a “ deceiver,” whose imposture they are determined to detect.
They branded him with this ignominious name, well knowing
the 1mnfluence which such appellations have in influencing the
decisions of timid or ungodly men.

Pilate acceded to their request, and gave orders that a guard
of soldiers from the castle of Antonia should be at their disposal.
These therefore they placed around the sepulchre: and, lest
any collusion should exist between them also and the Disciples,
they put a seal upon the stone that closed the sepulchre ; and
thus secured themselves equally against fraud and violence:
the Disciples could not overcome an armed guard; nor could

the guard connive at their taking away the body without being
immediately discovered.]

Let us next consider,

II. The advantage derived from thence to the cause
of Christ— | ,

[Not all the Disciples together could have devised a plan
that should render such benefit to their own cause as this did.
It is true, that Christ’s frequent appearances after his resurrec-
tion might remove all doubt from the minds of the Disciples;
but still, if no precautions. had been used to secure the tomb,
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there would ever remain some plausibility in the assertion, that
the Disciples had stolen away the body, and that some other
man had personated him in his various appearances, and thereby
deceived the multitude. But behold, the enemies of Christ
themselves destroy all foundation for such a conceit: and the
very means they used to subvert the religion of Christ, have
‘established it on a basis that can never be shaken. By the
placing of a guard, the Roman soldiers themselves became wit-
nesses of hisresurrection; they immediately declared the event
to the chief priests and Pharisees, who gave them large sums
of money to conceal the matter®; and thus the priests them-
selves, even the whole Sanhedrim, became witnesses of the
same. They were forced to invent some story to_ justify their
continued rejection of Christ; but the idea of the whole guard
(it is thought of sixty soldiers) being asleep at once, when the
penalty of death was annexed to that offence, and the Disciples
being able to remove the large stone from the door of the
sepulchre, and to take away the body without so much as
waking one of the soldiers, is too ridiculous to obtain the
smallest degree of credit. That this should be done, too, and
no one of the soldiers be called to an account for it, when their
neglect had, on this supposition, defeated the most ardent
wishes of the Jewish rulers, is inconceivable, especially when
we know what was the state of the rulers’ minds at that time.

Now we can easily conceive what would have been the effect,
if Jesus had not risen, and the Jewish rulers had been able, at
the expiration of the third day, to bring forth the body, and to
shew it to the people: they would thus have proved indisput-
ably that Jesus was an impostor, and would have destroyed in
a moment all the influence of his name. But their defeat has
established the truth of our religion beyond a possibility of con-
tradiction: Yes, we desire no better evidences of its truth, than
those which the Roman soldiers and the Jewish Sanhedrim have
this unwittingly afforded us: so that we may well say, ¢ Their
last error was worse than the first:” for, if their forbearance
gave Jesus an opportunity of propagating his religion, this
device of theirs proved to demonstration the fact on which his
religion rests; and has thereby precluded all excuse for their
obstinate unbelief.]

We would now suggest,
ITI. Some general deductions from the subject—

Truly this is a triumphant subject to the Christian:
for though we cannot but mourn at the idea that our
blessed Lord should be treated with such indignities,
we are constrained to triumph, when we see how

3 Matt, xxviil. 11—15..
YOL. XI. R LR
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all the efforts of his enemies were overruled for the
manifestation of his glory. But there are two thoughts
in particular which we would suggest as arising from
this transaction:

1. How vain are the counsels of ungodly men!

[Doubtless the chief priests and Pharisees exulted in the
hope that they had now attained complete success: but their
devices were turned to their own confusion. It was thus
throughout the whole history of our blessed Lord, and espe-
pecially in the diversified events of his last hours: his enemies
plotted together, and executed all their malignant purposes
against him: but behold, in all that they did, they unwittingly
“fulfilled the Scriptures®” so that not one word of all the
prophecies was left unaccomplished. In one sense they were
Sataw's agents; for it was “ he who put it into their hearts”
to reject and crucify their Messiah : but in another sense, they
were instruments in the hands of Glod, to execute the things
which ¢ his hand and his counsel had determined before to be
donec.” Thus also it has been with all who have conspired
against the Lord in every age : he has invariably ** disappointed
the devices of the crafty,” and * taken the wise in their own
craftiness®.” Two objects his enemies always have in view;
the one is, to injure his people, and the other is, to defeat his
cause : but they are made, against their will, to advance the
interests of both. In the history of Job we are informed, how
Satan exerted himself in every possible way to ruin that holy
man: but, after all his efforts, he only rendered Job the more
exalted monument of grace, and augmented the happiness
which he laboured to destroy®. 1In like manner, the enemies of
the Church have been uniformly baffled in all their attempts
against it. They put to death that eminent disciple, Stephen;
and raised a persecution against the whole Church, so that
none, except the Apostles, dared any longer to continue at
Jerusalem: but the effect of their persecution was, to destroy one
preacher, and to raise up a thousand in his steadf. At another
time, having directed their hostility against the Apostle Paul,
they prevailed so far as to get him confined in prison for two
whole years. What a deadly blow must this, as we should
think, have given to the Church! yet St. Paul himself tells us,
that it turned out rather to the furtherance of the Gospel;”
since many in Ceaesar’s palace, who would otherwise have never
heard the word, were brought to the knowledge of it; and
multitudes, when they saw his faith and patience, were stirred

b Aects xiil. 27. ¢ Acts iv. 25—98,

d Job v. 12, 13. e Job xlii. 9, 10. with Jam. v. 11.
I Acts viii. 1, 4.
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‘up to tread in his steps, and ““ to preach the word without
fears,” Thus it ever has been; and thus it ever shall be: for
Solomon tells us, “ There is no wisdom, nor understanding,
hor. counsel against the Lord®;” on the contrary, how * many
soever devices there may be in the hearts of men, the counsel
of the Lord, and that only, shall stand'.” ¢ The wrath of man
shall praise him, and the remainder,” which would not sub-
serve his purposes,  shall he restrain*.”]

2. How happy are they who have God on their side!

[Whilst the Jewish rulers were plotting together for the
utter subversion of Christianity, the Disciples were unconscious
of their machinations, or overwhelmed with despair. But God
is the friend of all his people, ““an ever-present help in the
time of trouble.” He is pleased to characterize himself by this
very name, ‘“ The Saviour of them that trust in him.” He
permits indeed his enemies to triumph for a season; but he
warns them of the fearful issue of their conspiracies against
him™." As far as they prevail, they ascribe all their success to
their own wisdom and power: but he reproves their folly, and
visits upon them those very iniquities, which he has rendered
subservient to the accomplishment of his own eternal counsels®,
As for his own people, he encourages them to put their trust in
him, without suffering themselves to be alarmed at the menaces
of their enemies, or harbouring any fears about their ultimate
success®.. What their happy state should be, we see in the
actual experience of David. = He contemplates God in the
character of an Almighty Protector?; and, when urged by an
alarmist to indulge desponding fears, he nobly replies, “ The
Lord is in his holy temple, the Lord’s throne is in heavend.”
He even appeals to the whole world, what cause he can have
for fear, whilst he has such an Almighty Friend for his sup-
port™.  Such is the privilege of all his people: if ¢ they believe
in him, they shall not make haste through unbelieving fears®:
on the contrary, * their very thoughts shall be established®.”
In a word, they shall, though beset with enemies on every side,
be preserved as in a royal pavilion, and have such an inward
sense of the Divine presence as shall comfort them under every
trouble, or rather screen them from trouble, and fill them with

joy unspeakable and glorified". ]

¢ Phil. 1. 12—14. h Prov. xxi. 30. i Prov. xix. 21.

k Ps. lxxvi. 10. 1 Ps. xvil. 7. Jer. xiv. 8.

m Jgai. viii, 7—10. " Isai. x. 5—7, 12, 17.

o Tsai, viii, 12—14. P Ps. xviii. 2.

q Ps. xi, 1—4. N. B. To the end of the third verse is the speech

of the Alarmist. r Ps, xxvi.i. 1.
s Isai. xxvill. 16 t Prov, xvi. 3. u Ps, xxxi. 20.
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MCCCCXIV.

THE RESURRECTION.
Matt. xxviii. 6. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.

AMIDST all the indignities offered to our blessed
Lord by the Jewish nation at large, some friends there
were who sympathized with him, and desired to mani-
fest towards him all the respect and love which their
circumstances would admit of. He had now been put
to death, and was committed to the tomb without any
of those distinctions which were customarily attendant
on an honourable interment. Some women, there-
fore, to whom he was dear, brought, very early after
the Sabbath, spices, wherewith to embalm his sacred
body. They knew not, indeed, how they should be
able to execute their intentions; seeing that a great
stone had been placed at the door of his sepulchre,
to prevent any cne from getting access to the body,
to remove it. They came, however, to the sepulchre;
and, to their great surprise, *“ saw the stone rolled
away from the sepulchre, and an angel sitting upon it.
The angel’s countenance was. like lightning, and his
raiment white as snow.” At this sight, they were
greatly alarmed: but the angel speedily composed
their minds; saying, * Fear not ye: for [ know that
ye seek Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here, but
1s risen. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.”

Now, believing that you all desire to testify your
respect to the Saviour this day®, I would say to you,
Come to the sepuichre, where he was deposited, and
from whence he rose; “ Come, see the place where
the Lord lay.” Come, I say, and see there,

I. A witness for him—

Behold, that empty tomb witnesses to you, in most
decisive terms, . o S

1. The truth of his mission— .

_[On his resurrection had our blessed Lord rested the whole
of his claims to credibility as the appointed Messiah., At the

O ) aster-Day.
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very commencement of his ministry, he said, ¢ Destroy this
temple, and in three days I will raise it up again®” This was
: not_understood at the time: but, by his enemies, it was brought
against him as a charge at the close of his life; and, after his
resurrection, it was recollected by his friends as a prediction of
the event which had actually taken place. At another time,
when urged by the unbelieving Pharisees to give them some
‘greater sign than they had already seen, he told them, that
* no other sign should be given them than that of the Prophet
Jonas; for, as Jonas was three days and three nights in the
whale’s belly, so should the Son of man be three days and
three nights in the heart of thé earth®” On several other
occasions, also, he spake of his resurrection as the destined
evidence of his Messiahship®: and this was the foundation
of all the precautions that were used against an imposition
which might be practised by his Disciples. It was feared that
they might come by night and steal away the corpse, and then
say that he was risen from the dead: and, to prevent it, the
tomb was sealed with Pilate’s seal, and guarded by a band of
soldiers. This was a wise precaution: for, if the third day
should pass away, and he be found in the grave, he would be
proved an impostor at once; and all his influence would die
away. DBut he rose at the appointed time, and thereby de-
monstrated that he was indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the
world. This is what St. Paul has plainly affirmed: ‘ He was
declared to be the Son of God with power, by his resurrection
from the deade.” -~ - -

Come then, I say, and inspect the tomb; and learn from that,
that Jesus was indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world.]

2. The sufficiency of his mediation—

[The Lord Jesus undertook to expiate the guilt of a
ruined world, and to redeem them to God by his blood. Under
the sins of men he died. But who could be sure that his
atonement had prevailed for the end for which it had been
offered? He had mediated, it is true: but who could tell
that his mediation had been accepted? How could that point
be satisfactorily ascertained? His resurrection proved it be-
yond a doubt. If a man, who has undertaken, as a surety, to
pay a debt, be liberated from prison, you conclude, of course,
that he has fulfilled his engagement: his discharge is an evi-
dence that the creditor has no further claim upon him. So,
when we see him raised from the grave, to which he had been
committed for the sins of men, no doubt can remain upon our
minds but that he satisfied all the claims of law and justice in

b John 11. 19. ¢ Matt, xii, 38—40.
4 Tuke xxiv., 6—8. e Rom. 1. 4.
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our behalf. The two goats which were offered on the day of
atonement, and the two birds that were offered at the cleansing
of the leper, exhibited this mystery in a striking point of view™,
The dying goat represented his death; and the scape-goat,
which bore away the sins of all Israel, his resurrection. The
living bird, too, that was dipped in the blood of the slain bird,
and was let loose into the air, for the perfect cleansing of the
leper, suggested the same blessed truth; that ¢ Christ should
die for our offences; but that he should rise again for our jus-
tification.8” ¢ Had he not risen, we had been yet in our sins?;”
but, seeing that ¢ he hath both died and risen,” we may defy
all our enemies; and say with confidence, “ Who is he that

shall condemn me®?”]
In this tomb, also, you may see,
I1. A pledge to us—
Yes, verily, it is a pledge,
1. Of Christ’s power to raise us to a spiritual life—

[The resurrection of Christ is set forth in the Seriptures
as a pattern of that which is to be accomplished in all his
followers; and by the very same power too, that effected that.
In the ¥pistle to the Ephesians, St. Panl draws the parallel with
a minuteness and accuracy that are truly astonishing. He
prays for them, that they may know what is the exceeding
greatness of God’s power to us-ward who believe, acgording fo
the working of his mighty power which ke wrought in Christ
when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right
hand in the heavenly places®.” And then he says, concerning
them, “ Grod, who is rich in mercy, of his great love wherewith
he loved us, eveu when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us
together with Christ, and hath raised us up together,and made us
sit together in heavenly places in Christ JesusL” Here, I say,
you see Christ dead, quickened, raised, and seated in glory;
and his believing people quickened from their death in sins,
and raised with him, and seated too with him in the highest
heavens. The same thing is stated also, and the same parallel
is drawn in the Epistle to the Romans; where it is said, “ We
are buried with Christ by baptism into death; that, like as
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father,
even so we also should walk in newness of life™. But can this
be effected in us? I answer; Behold the tomb! Who raised
the Lord Jesus? He himself said, “ I have power to lay down
my life, and power to take it up again®:” and Le has further

f Lev. xvi. 15—22. and xiv. 4—7. & Rom. iv. 25.
h 1 Cor. xv. 17. I Rom. viii, 34. & Eph. i. 19, 20,
I Eph. ii. 4, 5. m Rom. vi. 4. " John x. 18.
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Saﬂid,f‘:‘ Because I Live, ye shall Iive also®.” 'We may be assured,
* therefore, that, *if we bear about in our body the dying of

o the Lord Jesus, the life also of Jesus shall be made manifest in

~our body?®:" if “we be dead with him, we shall also live with
him: for as, in that he died, he died untosin once; but, in that
he liveth, he liveth unto God; so may we confidently reckon
ourselves dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through
Jesus Christ our Lord%.” ¢ Being planted in the likeness of
his death, we are perfectly assured, that we shall be also in the
likeness of his resurrection=.”]

2. Of his determination to raise us to eternal life—

[Frequently did our Lord say, respecting his believing
people, “I will raise them up at the last days” And, in
raising up himself, he has given us a pledge that he will do so.
For he did not rise as an individual person merely, but as the
Head and Representative of all his people; as it is written,
“ Now 1s Christ risen from the dead, and is become the first-
fruits of them that sleptt.” The first-fruits, you know, sanc-
tified and assured the whole harvest: and precisely so does his
resurrection assure ours: for, “if the Spirit of Him that raised
up Jesus from the dead dwell in us, He that raised up Christ
from the dead shall also quicken our mortal bodies by his Spirit
that dwelleth in us® Indeed this shall be effected by our
Lord Jesus Christ himself: for, whilst he was yet upon earth,
he declared, that *“ all who were in the graves should hear the
voice of the Son of God, and should come forth; they that
have done good, unto a resurrection of life: and they that have
done evil to a resurrection of damnation*.”]

ADDRESS—
1. The unbelieving rejecter of the Grospel salvation—

[Thou dost not believe in Jesus, except as a prophet, a
man like unto thyself; who died, indeed, as an example, to
confirm his word ; but never rose to carry on his work; nor is
a Saviour to us any more than Moses himself was. Come,
then, and inspect the tomb where he was interred: ‘° Come,
and see the place where the Lord lay.” Tell me, Who removed
him thence? Wilt thou adopt the story which the priests
invented, and the soldiers were bribed to circulate, that the
Disciples came by night and stole him away? What! were
all the soldiers asleep, when the penalty of sleeping at their

osts was death? And if they were asleep, how could they
tell what was done? And how came it that Jesus, for the

o John xii, 32. r 2 Cor. iv. 10. 9 Rom. vi. 8—11,
r Rom. vi. 5. 8 John vi. 40, 54. t 1 Cor. xv. 20.
u Rom. viii, 11. and 2 Cor. x. 14. x John v, 28, 29
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space of forty days appeared to various Disciples, and at last
ascended to heaven in the presence of five hundred brethren
at once? Some of his Disciples, at least, were incredulous
enough: Thomas would not -believe unless he should put his
band into the print of the nails in his hands and in his feet,
and thrust his hand into his side: How came he and all the
rest to be persuaded ? and how came they to attest the resur-
rection of Jesus at the peril of their lives, yea, and to lay down
their lives in support of that testimony? If thou canst believe
that these things were done in support of a direct falsehood,
from which they themselves could derive no mmaginary benefit,
thou believest what is infinitely more incredible than the very
“fact which thou deniest. Thou mayest condemn credulity in
others: but thou thyself art the most credulous of all thy
fellows. Inspect the tomb of Jesus, and view it with any mea-
sure of candour, and thou canst no more doubt his resurrection
than any other fact in the Bible: and, believing that, thou
must believe all which either Prophets or Apostles have said
concerning him.]

2. The humble seeker of a crucified Saviour—

[To thee I will say, as the angel did to the women, ¢ Fear
not thou, for thou seekest Jesus who was crucified.” The
Roman soldiers, who guarded the tomb, had ground enough
tofear. The earthquake might well appal them: and the
bright angel strike them dead with terror. But nothing hast
thou to fear: for the Saviour, even that * Lorp, who lay” in
the grave and is risen, is thy Friend, thy Forerunner, thire
Advocate and Intercessor. IHe is gone “to appear in the
presence of God for thee¥:” and has thereby given thee an
assurance, that ““ he is able to save to the uttermost all who
come unto God by him*”— — —

Moreover, when thou reflectest on the state to which he is
risen, thou mayest well have comfort in the prospect of thine
own death ; for thou thyself shalt rise, like him, and partake
of that very glory which he himself possesses. ¢ If we believe -
that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also that sleep
in Jesus will God bring with him®” To thee, even the most
violent death is but a sleep®: and in the morning of the resur-
rection thou shalt awake, and “be caught up to meet thy Lord

“in the air: and then shalt thou be ever with the Lord.” Ye
drooping saints, who are either lamenting the departure of
others, or trembling at the prospect of your own, dry up your
tears, and ‘‘ comfort one another with these words®”—]

¥ Heb. ix. 24. z Heb. vii. 25. 2 1 Thess. iv. 14.
b Acts vii. 60. ¢ 1 Thess. iv. 13—18.
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¥

‘, Y MCCCCXV_.
THE" APOSTLES COMMISSION.

Matt. xxviii, 18—20. And Jesus came, and spake unto them,
saying; Al power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost :
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have com-
manded you : and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the

end of the world. _Amen,

THE Apostles spoke and wrote in a most autho-
ritative manner. They issued commands, promises,
and threats, in the name of God. We therefore
naturally inquire, by what authority they acted. The
passage before us gives a most satisfactory account. .

In unfolding to you these words of our Lord, we
will consider,

'I. The commission which he gave to his Apostles—

This commission was very piain and express—

[Jesus, as God, possessed all power equally with the
Father; but, as Mediator; he received his power from the
Father. .He received it, partly, that by means of it he might
execute his mediatorial office®; and, partly, as a reward for
exeeuttne itP.  This power extended over heaven and earth.
Less than this would not have sufliced for the ends for which
it was given; but by this he is enabled to overrule every thing
for the accomplishment of his own purpose. Nor is it at all
diminished by the lapse of ages. It shall indeed cease to act
at the last day®: there will not then be any occasion for the
exercise of it. Dut till all the members of the Church be
glorified, Jesus will exert this power for their good; and his
authority will be the hope and consolation of them all.

It was upon this that he founded the commission he gave to
his Apostles. He had formerly sent them to instruct the
Jews; he now extends their commission to the Grentiles.

They were to teack all nations. As they were to baptize
men in the name of the sacred THREE, no doubt they were
first to make known the persons and offices of the holy Trinity.
They were to declare * the Father, as our offended, but re-
conciled, God and Father; they were to make known ¢ the
Son,” as the sinner’s advocate and propitiation; they were to

a John xvii. 2, b Phil, ii. 8—11. ¢ 1 Cor. xv. 28.
VOrL. XI. S s



618 MATTHEW, XXVIII. 18—20. [1415.

set forth ¢ the Holy Ghost,” as the enlightener, comforter,
and sanctifier of God’s elect.

They were to baptize their converts in the name of the
sacred Three. Having proselyted men to the Christian fa:lth,
they were to initiate them into covenant with God by baptism.
But though they first taught adults, and then baptized them,
they reversed this order with respect to infants. They took
care, however, that in all cases the doctrine they preached
should be recorded in the baptismal rite; and that every Chris-
tian should either expressly or virtually acknowledge it.

They were also to nstruct their hearers in practical religion.
It is evident they were not to be merely moral preachers. They
must of necessity insist much on the offices of the Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost; but they were also to inculcate every moral
duty, and to enforce every obligation, whether toward God
or man. ]

II. This commission being so arduous, he added a
promise for their encouragement—

[The Apostles might well have been discouraged from
attempting to execute so difficult a service. They were, In
themselves, poor, mean, and illiterate: they had to propa-
gate principles new, strange, detested: they had to oppose
the lusts and prejudices of mankind: they had to bring men
from sin to a life of holiness and self-denial; and this, not
only without human aid, but in opposition to all the power and
policy of the world.  They could not therefore but feel them-
selves unfit for such a task: but our Lord gave them a most
encouraging promise. When Moses declined the -service..to
which he was called, God promised to be with him¢: thus Christ
engaged to succour his Disciples in their work. He assured
them of his presence to direct, assist, and uphold them; and
to give effect to their labours. To this promise he called their
particular attention, ““1o!” nor will he fail to accomplish it to
the end of the world. Nor was the affirmation added to it
without peculiar energy. ¢ Amen” may be considered as an
affirmation or a petition: in either view it should not be over-
looked. The promise it confirms, was the solace of all the
- Apostles; and has been the support of all succeeding pastors.

Let every one then add “ Amen,” as importing both his wish
and affiance.] - . :

Let us now mark,
III. The bearing which this commission has on us at

the present day— B o
The Apostles were inspired of God to declare what
: 4 Exod. iv, 15,
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1o uninspired man could know ; and were empowered
by God to work miracles in confirmation of their word.
In these respects ministers of the present day cannot
for a moment be considered as on a par with them.
But, so far as regards the message which we are to
deliver, | -

We have the very same commission with them—

~ [The Lord Jesus Christ has had, in uninterrupted succes-
slon, servants to make known his name to all the different gene-
rations from the apostolic age to the present day: and all who
have been called by him to the work of the ministry, have had
the same message to deliver® — — — In particular, we are to
make known the offices of the sacred Three in the economy of
redemption ; setting forth the Father as the Fountain from
whence it flows: (for it was from the love he bare to man that
he gave us his only dear Son to save us’:) and exhibiting Aés
Son, his co-equal, co-eternal Son, as our Mediator, through
whose obedience unto death our peace with God is obtained:
and setting forth the Holy Ghost as the Agent, who applies to
our souls all the blessings which Christ has purchased for us.
This mystery, 1 say, we are to unfold with all possible clearness
and energy: and we must insist upon it as the only foundation
of a sinner’s hope — — — At the same time we must require
of men to obey the commands of God, and must admit of no
other standard of holiness than that which God has given us
in his word — — —
To address ourselves to this work in our own strength were
folly and madness. But,]

We have also the very same encouragement as
they—

[The Lord Jesus Christ will be with his Church and
people ¢ even to the end of the world:” and every faithful
minister may expect from him all needful direction and sup-
port. He will ¢ give testimony to the word of his graceg,” and
will clothe it with power divine, that it may effect that for
which he has sent ith. However weak in itself, it shall in his
hands “ be quick and powerful, and sharper than a two-edged
swordl.” It shall be as ¢ a hammer or a fire that breaketh the
rock in pieces®.” In dependence on him therefore we go forth,
expecting assuredly, that, notwithstanding the weakness of
those who deliver it, ‘* it shall be the power of God to the
salvation of those who hear itL”

¢ 2 Cor, v. 18—20. f John 1ii. 16. g Acts xiv. 3.
h Tsai, 1v. 11. i Heb, 1v. 12. k Jer. xxiil. 29.

T Rom. 1. 16,
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‘Were it not for this encouragement, no man, possessed of
reason, would presume to undertake the office of a minister:
but depending on Christ’s promised aid, we do hope that our
labour shall not be in vain in the Lord™.”]®

m 1 Cor. xv. 58.
n The ArrrnicatioN of this subject must be suited to the oceasion

on which it is delivered. If it be an OrpiNaTiON or VIsITATION
‘Sermon, the Address should be adapted to ministers. If it be on «
young minister’s first entrance on his labours, liis hearers should be
respectfully told what they are to expect throughout the whole of his
ministrations ; and be entreated bsth for his sake and their own to
implore the Divine presence, without which he must preach in vain,
and they hearin vain. If it be to PERSONS RECENTLY CONFIRMED,
their ““ baptismal ” vows must be particularly enforced, seeing that
they have been baptized into these principles, and these engagements
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