


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































514· HEBREWS, XIII. 8. [2344. 
their generous and constant benefactor. Many of 
the children too, I trust, whom he so delighted to 
instruct, will remember him to the latest period of 
their lives. Above all, the people, who looked up to 
him as their spiritual father, to whom they owed 
their own souls, will bear him in remembrance. 
They will never forget " how holily, justly, and 
unblameably he behaved himself among them," and 
how "he exhorted and comforted and charged every 
one of them, as a father doth his children, that they 
would walk worthy of God, who hath called them 
unto his kingdom and glory." Deservedly will his 
name be reverenced in this place for ages ; for " he 
was a burning and a shining light ;" and had so uni­
formly persisted in well-doing, that he had utterly 
"put to silence the ignorance of foolish men," and 
made religion respectable in the eyes of the most 
ungodly. 

Let me proceed then in the next place to say, 
"Follow his faith." What his faith was, you well 
know. Christ was the one foundation of all his 
hopes. He desired " to be found in Christ, not 
having his own righteousness, but that which is by 
the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God 
by faith." And as he trusted in no other for his own 
salvation, so he preached no other amongst you. 
He had "determined, like St. Paul, to know nothing 
amongst you but Jesus Christ, and him crucified." 
Every discourse he preached tended immediately or 
remotely to glorify Christ amongst you : if he 
preached the law, it was that, as a schoolmaster, it 
might lead you to Christ: if he insisted upon obe­
dience, it was, that you might "glorify Christ by 
your bodies and your spirits which are Christ's." 
In short, Christ was, as well in his ministrations as 
in the inspired writings, "the Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the ending, the first and the last." 
Were he preaching to you at this moment, I am 
persuaded he would have no other theme ; yea, if to 
the end of the world he were continued to preach 
unto you, you would hear of nothing but Christ, the 
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same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. It was this 
which made his ministry so acceptable unto you : it 
was this which God rendered useful to the conversion 
and consolation of multitudes amongst you. By the 
faith of Christ he lived, and in the faith of Christ he 
died. Almost the last words he uttered were these, 
" Weep not for me ; I am very happy, I DIE IN THE 
FAITH OF THE LoRD JEsus." I have been anticipated 
in one remarkable circumstance which I had intended 
to mention to you; and I am unwilling to omit it 
now, because there may be some here who were not 
present this morning. Indeed it is so applicable to 
my subject, and so illustrative of the character of 
your dear pastor, that I may well be excused if I 
repeat what you have already heard. That blessed 
man, though he possessed a very considerable share 
of human· learning, valued no book in comparison of 
the Scriptures: when therefore he found his dissolu­
tion approaching, he desired his dear partner to read 
a portion of the word of God: she immediately read 
to him, first the 23d Psalm, and afterwards the 
8th chapter of Proverbs. In the last verse but 
one of that chapter, she came to these words; 
" Whoso findeth me, findeth life, and shall obtain 
favour of the Lord." Immediately, without waiting 
for her to conclude· the chapter, he cried, "Stop, 
stop, now shut up the book ; that is enough for me." 
Blessed man ! he had sweetly experienced the truth 
of those words; he had found life in Christ Jesus; 
he had obtained favour of the Lord; and he knew 
that he was going to dwell with his Lord for ever. 
Such was his faith. He held fast Christ as his 
"wisdom, his righteousness, his sanctification, and 
his complete redemption." He made " Christ his all, 
and in all." But while he trusted in Christ alone 
for his justification before God, no man living ever 
more forcibly inculcated the necessity of good works, 
or, I may truly add, practised them with more de­
light. He was also a firm friend to the Established 
Church, and inculcated on all occasions submission 
to the constituted authorities of this kingdom. He 

LL2 
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considered obedience to the powers that be, as an 
essential part of his duty to God : he looked upon 
earthly governors as ministers ordained of God; and 
inculcated obedience to them as a duty," not merely 
for wrath, but also for conscience sake." As then ye 
have been followers of his faith and practice while 
living, so be ye imitators of him now that he is with­
drawn from you : " be ye followers of him, as he was 
of Christ." And be careful, " not to be carried about 
with divers and strange doctrines," either in religion or 
politics : but "hold fast that ye have received, that 
no man take your crown." If there be any here, 
who have never yet been " partakers of the like pre­
cious faith with him," 0 that I might this day prevail 
with them to " become obedient to the faith ! " My 
dear brethren, you will assuredly find, that the only 
means of holiness in life, or of peace in death, or of 
glory in eternity, is, the knowledge of Christ: "there 
is no other name under heaven given among men 
whereby we can be saved" from sin and misery in 
this world, or from everlasting destruction in the 
world to come ; no other name, I say, but the name 
of Jesus Christ. I must therefore entreat you now 
to reflect on those things, which hitherto ye have 
heard without effect ; and I pray God, that the seed, 
which has lain buried in the earth, may spring up 
speedily, and bring forth fruit an hundred-fold. 

I add now in the last place, "Consider the end of 
your departed minister's conversation." You have 
heard how peaceful and resigned he was in the 
prospect of death, and what an assured and glorious 
hope of immortality he enjoyed. "Mark the perfect 
man," says David, "and behold the upright; for the 
end of that man is peace :" this you have seen veri­
fied in him. But carry your thoughts a little further: 
follow him within the vail : behold him united· to 
that blessed assembly of saints and angels : see him 
freed from the bondage of corruption, arrayed in 
the unspotted robe of his Redeemer's righteousness, 
crowned with a royal diadem, seated on a throne of 
glory, tuning his golden harp, and with a voice as 
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loud and as melodious as any saint in heaven, sing­
ing, "Salvation to God and to the Lamb." Is there 
so much as one of you that can think of this, and 
not exclaim, " Let me die the death of the righteous, 
and let my last end be like his!" Let the thought of 
these things, my brethren, encourage you to perse­
vere : the conflict canl)ot be very long ; but how 
glorious the triumph ! Consider this, I beseech you ; 
that you" may fight the good fight of faith, and quit 
yourselves like men." Go on, "strong in the grace 
that is in Christ Jesus;" and doubt not, but that you 
shall find the grace of Christ as sufficient for you as 
it has been for him ; and that what Christ has been 
to others in former ages, he will be to you, the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever. 

MMCCCXLV. 

CAUTION AGAINST FALSE DOCTRINES. 

Heb. xiii. 9. Be not carried about with divers and strange 
doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established 
with grace. 

TRUTH Iieth not on the surface, but must be 
sought after with diligence. This is true in every 
science; but most of all true in religion. In all 
other sciences, intellectual powers only are required: 
in religion, there must be integrity of heart, and a 
sincere desire to do, as well as to know, the will of 
God. To other knowledge there is no obstruction 
from within : if only there be a sufficiency of inform­
ation and of capacity to comprehend it, truth will 
make its way into the mind of those who seek it. 
But to the progress of religious truth there are many 
obstacles in the heart of man; many prejudices, 
many passions, many interests present a barrier to 
obstruct its entrance into the soul : and these must 
be in a great measure removed, before the light of 
truth can break through the clouds which intercept its 
rays. Yet in one respect is religious truth of easier 
attainment than any other : for to the acquisition 
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of it great intellectual powers are not necessary : 
nor is general erudition necessary. All that is want­
ing is, a humble, teachable spirit, that will seek 
instruction from God, and receive with child-like 
simplicity all that God has spoken in his word. Such 
an one, provided he seek with diligence, and with a 
determination of heart to fulfil the will of God as far 
as he can learn it, will assuredly be guided into all 
truth. But that very simplicity of mind which is 
necessary to the attainment of truth, subjects a per­
son, if he be not much upon his guard, to be im­
posed upon by those, who, " by good works and fair 
speeches, deceive the hearts of the simple." Against 
such teachers St. Paul felt it necessary to caution his 
converts frequently a; since, though agents only of 
the prince of darkness, they put on the appearance 
of angels of light b. Against such he here cautions 
the Hebrew Christians, entreating them to bear in 
mind what they had been taught by those who had 
been over them in the Lord, and not to suffer them­
selves to be turned aside from the truth which they 
had received. 

In the words here addressed to them, we see, 
I. A caution given-

There were, even in the apostolic age, "many 
vain-talkers and deceivers, and especially amongst 
the circumcision, who by their subtle disputations 
subverted whole houses c," and " caused the way of 
truth to be evil spoken ofd." In this day likewise 
there are not wanting teachers of a similar descrip­
tion, who bring forward some favourite notions of 
their own, "in order to draw away disciples after 
them e." Against these we must at all times be on 
our guard, lest at any time we be "carried away," 

1. By legal doctrines-
[It was against these more particularly that the Apostle 

here cautioned the Hebrews. The great scope of his epistle 

a Rom. xvi. 17, 18. b 2 Cor. xi. 13-15. c Tit. i, 10, 11. 
d 2 Pet. ii. 1-3. e Acts xx. 29, 30. 
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was to shew, that the rites and ceremonies, on which the Jews 
laid so great a stress, were abrogated, and superseded by a 
better dispensation. And the strange doctrines hinted at in 
the text are put in immediate connexion with "meats, (such 
as were enjoined or prohibited under the Mosaic dispensation,) 
which had not profited those who had been occupied therein." 
To such an extent were the ceremonies of the law insisted on 
by some, that they affirmed that no one could be saved without 
a strict observance of them r. Thus they perverted the Gospel 
of Christ, by uniting with the blood of Christ another ground 
of dependence for our justification before God g. 

And though J udaism is not now insisted on as it then was, 
there is the same disposition in men to combine something of 
their own with faith in Christ, as a joint ground of their hope. 
Men are still as averse as ever to a free salvation that is all of 
grace. They would have it to be in some measure " of works;" 
not aware, that it must be wholly either of works, or of grace h: 
they do not see that the very instant any works of ours are 
admitted as rneriting salvation, either in whole or in part, 
salvation is no more\ of grace, and man has to all eternity a 
ground of boasting before God i, 

Be on your guard then that you be not carried away by 
such legal statements as too commonly prevail even in the 
present enlightened age: for it is not necessary to go to 
Papists in order to hear such doctrines: they are still heard 
amongst us, notwithstanding this error formed the chief ground 
of our separation from the Church of Rome, and of our pro­
testing against their fatal heresies. But know, that, if you 
add any thing to the work of Christ as a joint ground of your 
hope, you make void the Gospel of Christ, and must inevitably 
and eternally perish k,] 

2. By Antinomian doctrines-
[To these also there is a reference in the preceding con­

text. Many converts, and especially from amongst the Gentiles, 
had but very imperfect views of that holiness which the Gospel 
enjoins. The great degree of criminality which attaches to 
fornication and adultery, was, through the influence of opinions 
imbibed in th-eir Gentile state, but indistinctly seen : and 
hence, for the purpose of rectifying their views, the Apostle 
shews them, that, though marriage was honourable in all, 
having been ordained by God himself, that species of inter­
course, which they were disposed to justify, was most dis­
honourable, and most offensive in the sight of God, " who 

f Acts xv. 1. Col. ii. 16. g Gal. i. 7. 
h Rom. iv. 4. and xi. 6, i Rom. iii. 27. 
k Rom. ix. 30-33. and Gal. v. 2, 4. 
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would judge both whoremongers and adulterers" with the 
utmost severity 1• Many indeed would plead for such in­
dulgences; as we see in the Ephesian Church: but St. Paul, 
warning the Ephesian converts, says, " Let no man deceive 
you with vain words : for because of these things cometh the 
wrath of God upon the children of disobedience m," 

Thus at this time also there are not wanting persons who 
teach, that the law is not a rule of life to believers; and that 
Christ's righteousness being perfect, they have a sanctification 
in him, and need not seek to have any sanctification in their 
own souls. From a professed zeal for the honour of Christ, 
they would set aside all need of personal holiness, and bring 
men to their heavenly inheritance without putting them to the 
trouble of seeking a meetness for it. 

But this is an awful delusion. It is very specious indeed, 
because it pretends to exalt the honour of Christ : but, in 
reality, it greatly dishonours him, inasmuch as it makes him, 
not a friend of sinners, but of sin; which, if unmortified and 
unsubdued, would incapacitate the sinner for the enjoyment of 
heaven, even if he were admitted there n, 

But be on your guard against this doctrine also, a doctrine 
foreign to the whole tenour of Scripture, from the beginning 
to the end; a doctrine most injurious to God's honour, directly 
repugnant to the great end for which Christ came into the 
world; (which was " to save his people from their sins 0 

;") 

and utterly subversive of the whole work of the Spirit in the 
souls of menP. Whatever stress we may lay on the work of 
Christ, (and we cannot possibly rely too much or too simply 
upon it for our justification before God,) it is an unalterable 
truth, that " without holiness, (real, personal, universal holi­
ness,) no man shall see the Lord q,''] 

3. By erroneous doctrines of whatever kind-
[It were endless to attempt to enumerate all the heresies 

which have arisen, and are yet found, in the Christian Church. 
Some are entirely subversive of Christianity itself, being 
nothing less than " a denial of the Lord who bought us r," 

Others are founded upon some truth which is carried to 
excess, and held to the exclusion of other truths which are 
equally important in their place. Of this kind are the tenets 
of those who fiercely contend for human systems, whether 
Calvinistic or Arminian, taking only partial views of -divine 
truth, and wresting every passage of Scripture which seems to 

1 ver. 4. 
n Rev. xxi. 27. 
P Ezek.xxxvi.25-27. 1Pet.i.2. 
r J ude, ver. 3. 

m Eph. v. 5, 6. Rev. ii. 14, 20. 
0 Matt. i. 21. 
q Heb. xii. 14. 
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militate against their favourite scheme. The truth is, that 
the way of salvation, if we will only submit to be tauO'ht of 
God, is very plain and simple: it is all comprehended ine> these 
few wo:ds, "Faith working by love." But if, instead of taking 
the plam declarations of Scripture for our guide, we will refine 
upon them, and invent modes of speaking which are widely 
different from them, and insist upon our own subtilties as if 
they were the very word of God himself, it is no wonder that 
heresies arise, and divisions ensue. But aO'ainst all dogmas of 
man's invention we should be on our guard. In order to our 
preservation from them, we have in our text,] 

II. An antidote recommended-
'\tVe should seek to be " established with grace ;" 

or, as that expression imports, we should be esta­
blished in the Gospel; (for that is the grace to which 
Jewish ceremonies are opposed, and it is " the grace 
wherein we stand • ;") 
1. As a revelation of grace in itself-

[It is so: it is so altogether: the whole plan, as devised 
by Almighty God, was formed in his eternal counsels. without 
any reference to human merit, or to any recompence which the 
whole universe could ever confer. It was undertaken by the 
Son, purely from his own love and mercy, to die in the place 
of sinners, and to expiate their guilt by his own blood. The 
Holy Spirit also engaged to apply that redemption to God's 
chosen people, and to bring them to the possession of all its 
blessings by his sovereign and all-sufficient grace. All was 
the free gift of God to man : and there is not a Christian 
in the universe who must not say, " By the grace of God I 
am what I am." 

Now to be established in these views is a grand preservative 
against error of every kind : and a man well grounded in 
them is incapable of being moved by all the artifices of the 
most subtle deceivers. Tell the man that he does not deserve 
the wrath of God; or that he may save himself by the merit 
of his works; or that, if he cannot save himself entirely, he 
may in part, by some good works and righteousness of his own; 
you may perplex him perhaps, especially if he be unaccustomed 
to weigh the arguments of sophists; but you can no more 
convince him, than you can persuade him that he is an angel, 
or that he is able to create a world. He has within himself 
the witness of the truths which he maintains; and as complete 
a consciousness of his need of the Gospel, and of its suitabl~­
ness to his necessities, as he has of his need of food for his 

• Rom. v. 2. 
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body, and of the suitablenesss of food to recruit his strength. 
Hence, as a security against their being beguiled by enticing 
words, the Apostle says to the Colossian Church, " As ye 
have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him, rooted 
and built up in him, and established in the faith as ye have 
been taught, abounding therein with thanksgivingt."] 

2. As a dispensation of grace to the soul-
[The same covenant, which says, " I will forgive their 

iniquity, and their sins will I remember no more," says, " I 
will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their 
hearts u," It even engages to do this so effectually, that, 
notwithstanding all their outward temptations and inward 
corruptions, they shall never finally depart from God x. In 
this light then should the Gospel be viewed, namely, as a 
provision for the " turning of men, not only from darkness 
unto light, but from the power of Satan unto God." For this 
end is "all fulness of grace treasured up in Christ," that "out 
of it all his people might receive," and that " the grace so 
conferred may be sufficient for them." 

Now if once we are established in this view of the Gospel, 
we may bid defiance to all the sophistries that would relax our 
obligation to holiness. We shall see that holiness is the grand 
constituent of salvation, inasmuch as it is the restoration of 
God's image to the soul, even of that image which alone can 
fit us for the enjoyment of his presence, and without which 
we must remain everlasting objects of his utter abhorrence. 
Indeed, if once we are established in this grace, all the subtil­
ties of controversialists will lose their power. We shall see 
that a perfect conformity to God's likeness is the only thing 
which we need to be concerned about; and the only end fqr 
which even the purest principles are of any value. This well 
fixed in the mind, our walk will be steadfast; nor, however 
violent the assaults of heretics may be upon us, shall any of 
them prevail to " carry us away."] 

We are yet further called to notice, 
Ill. The recommendation enforced-

u It is a good thing that the heart be established 
wi~h grace :" yes truly, " it is a good thing :" for it 
bnngs, 

1. Peace into the soul-
CThose who are tos~ed to and fro with every. wind of 

doctrme, or who are entermg deeply into controversies of any 

t Col.ii. 4, 6, 7. u Jer.xxxi. 33, 34. Heb. x.l6, 17. 
x Jer. xxxii. 38-41. 
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kind, are for the most part strangers to peace. They are 
distracted and disquieted, and not unfrequently " filled with 
envy, and strife, and railings, and evil surmisings," and all 
manner of unhallowed dispositions Y. Their very contentions 
are for the most part not so much for truth, as for victory. 
But the man whose heart is established with grace, dwells, as 
it were, in the higher regions of the air, where he is not subject 
to those storms and tempests which agitate our lower world. 
His mind is kept in perfect peace, because it is fixed, trusting 
in the Lord. He is content to be ignorant of things which 
God has not revealed; and to let people entertain different 
sentiments from himself on matters of doubtful disputation. 
He knows assuredly, that, whilst his faith in Christ is firm and 
operative, he cannot materially err; and that " he shall not 
be ashamed or confounded world without end."] 

2. Stability into the life and conversation-
[He leaves others to enter into controversies ; he is con­

cerned only about the maintenance of the divine life in his 
soul. Others are espousing different sentiments, and joining 
with different parties; and some are running the whole round 
of Christian profession, one day holding communion with one 
Church or people, and another day anathematizing them as 
heretics and fanatics. But the Christian who is established 
with grace, moves on in one even tenour, and makes his pro­
fiting daily to appear. He grows in grace, he makes visible 
attainments in holiness, "he runs with patience the race that 
is set before him." Like the sun in its course, he diffuses 
blessings all around him: and, having finished his course, he 
sets, to rise in another hemisphere, where he shall shine with 
undiminished lustre for ever and everz.] 

ADDRESS-

I. Be not ignorant of the Gospel of Christ-
(It is quite a mistake to imagine, that, because there is a 

great diversity of senti~ent up_on some points, there is ~othing 
certain: for on the pomts whiCh are of fundamental Import­
ance, all true Christians are agreed. They are all agreed, that 
we are guilty, helpless, and undone: that it is in and through 
the Lord Jesus Christ alone that any human being can be 
saved: that we need his righteousness to justify us, and his 
grace to sanctify our corrupt nature: and that, whatever 
attainments in holiness any man may reach, he will still be 
indebted to the free, and sovereign, and undeserved grace of 
God for all from first to last. Get the knowledge, the practical 
knowledge of this; and all will be well. You may clearly see 

Y 1 Tim. vi. 3-5. z Matt. xiii. 43. 
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that much human learning is not necessary for this: on the 
contrary, human learning, if unsanctijied, is rather an impedi­
ment to this, especially if it be relied upon, as it too often is, 
as a sufficient instructor, and a safe guide 3

• .There is no safe 
guide but the Holy Spirit: and " he often reveals unto babes 
and sucklings the things which are hid from the wise and 
prudentb." The way to seek divine knowledge is, to study 
the Holy Scriptures with humility and prayer 0

: and if you 
do so study them, you shall " be guided into all truth," and 
" be made wise unto salvation through faith that is in Christ 
Jesus."] 

2. Be not satisfied with indistinct and narrow 
views of it-

[There are in the Gospel " heights and depths,. that can 
never be explored. We may not indeed have different truths 
brought to our view: but the same truths will be brought 
with ten-fold clearness and power to the soul. It is the same 
sun which lights us amidst the gloom of winter, and in the 
height of summer: but how different are the sensations it 
excites, and the effects it produces! Yet of these feelings 
and these effects the peasant is as sensible as the greatest 
monarch upon earth. Know ye then your privilege, every 
one of you, and seek the enjoyment of it: and let every one of 
you labour and pray, that " his light be as that of the sun, 
which shineth more and more unto the perfect dayd."] 

a 1 Cor. i. 18-21. 
c Prov. ii. 1-6. 

b Matt. xi. 25. 
d Prov. iv. 18. 

MMCCCXLVI. 

THE CHRISTIAN's ALTAR. 

Heb. xiii. 10. We have an altar, whereof they have no rigTtt 
to eat which serve the tabernacle. 

CHRISTIANITY itself is simple; comprising two 
points, our fall in Adam, and our recovery by Christ. 
Yet it admits of an endless diversity of statement 
and illustration. The Mosaic institutions especially, 
which were intended to shadow forth the Gospel, 
supply an inexhaustible fund of observation for the 
elucidation of it. The Jews gloried in their law, and 
were with great difficulty brought to renounce their 
reliance on it for salvation. But from the law itself 
we borrow those very illustrations which place in the 
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strongest possible view the superiority of the Gospel. 
Their altar, for instance, was their great medium of 
access to, and of communion with the Deity. But 
the Apostle, guarding them against an undue respect 
to outward observances, tells them, that we, we Chris­
tians, have an altar far superior to theirs ; "an altar, 
of which those who serve the tabernacle, have no 
right to eat." 

From these words, I shall take occasion to shew, 
I. The pre-eminence which we, under the Gospel 

dispensation, enjoy-
[The Jews had two altars; the altar of incense, and the 

altar of burnt-offering. It is of this latter alone that we shall 
have any oc<:asion to speak at this time. On this altar they 
offered all their sacrifices ; certain portions of which were 
consumed upon the altar, and the remainder was left for the 
subsistence of the priestsa: on which account " they had no 
inheritance in Israel, seeing that the Lord was their inheri­
tanceb.'' On some occasions, particularly that of the peace­
offering, the offerers themselves also partook, and had by far 
the larger share c. But, when any sacrifice, the blood of which 
was carried within the vail, was offered, no one was suffered 
to eat of that: it was wholly burnt without the camp, whilst 
the tabernacle was standing; and without _the city, when the 
temple was builtd: and, in order to fulfil this type, our blessed 
Lord, who offered himself a sacrifice for the sins of the whole 
world, suffered without the gates of Jerusalerne. Now, his 
blood was carried within the vail; he himself, as our High­
priest, bearing it thither for usr. Yet of his sacrifice may we 
all partake, provided we truly believe in him: but to those 
who yet serve the tabernacle, is all participation of this altar 
proscribed: the altar and the provision derived from it are the 
exclusive portion of those who believe in Christ. 

Now then the question arises, " Why cannot those who 
serve the tabernacle, partake of this altar?" The answer is 
plain : they are conversant only with shadows, now that the 
substance is come; and by adhering to their ritual obser­
vances, prove to demonstration, that they do not believe in 
Him, who, by the sacrifice of himself, has fulfilled and abro­
gated them all. Even under the Jewish dispensation, the 
offerers derived no spiritual benefit from their sacrifices, any 

a Numb. xviii. 8-19. 
c Lev. vii. 11-21. 
e ver. 11, 12. 

1 Cor. ix. 13. b Numb. xviii. 20, 21. 
d Lev. vi. 30. and xvi. 27. 
f Heb. ix. 11, 12. 
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further than they looked through those sacrifices to Christ. 
How then can they derive any benefit from Christ, whom they 
pertinaciously reject? Conceive, for a moment, what they who 
partook of the Jewish altar professed. They professed, that 
they were sinners, deserving of God's righteous indignation: 
that they desired reconciliation with their offended God (for 
" they must bring their offerings with their own handsg"): 
they must also " lay their hands upon the head of their sacri­
fice," to shew that they transferred their guilt to him h, It 
was in the due observance of these rites that they became 
partakers of the altar: and if they had neglected their duty in 
these respects, they would have derived no benefit from the 
altar, or from the sacrifices that were offered upon it. Now 
these are the very things which are to be done by us under the 
New Testament dispensation. We must view the Lord Jesus 
Christ as the appointed Sacrifice ; and bring him to the altar, 
and transfer our sins to his sacred head, and found all our 
hopes of acceptance on him alone: but this is what a Jew, 
who is yet resting on the observance of his legal ceremonies, 
can never do; and, consequently, he can never, whilst con­
tinuing in his error, partake of the benefits of the Gospel 
salvation. Our blessed Lord has declared this in the plainest 
terms: " If ye believe nqt that I am He, ye shall die in your 
sins."] 

Seeing, then, that we Christians exclusively enjoy 
this high privilege, let us contemplate, 
11. The duties arising from it-

In fact, this is the proper foundation of all our 
duties: for, though it is true that we are bound to 
serve God as our Creator, yet, under the Christian 
dispensation, we should receive a still higher impulse 
from all the wonders of redemption : " Being bought 
with a price, we should glorify God with our bodies 
and our spirits, which are hisi." But, to speak more 
particularly : have we access to this altar ? 

1. Let us live upon that altar-
[Th~ priests subsisted altogether on the provisions which 

were derrved from the altar. Now we all, if we believe in 
Christ, are " kings and priests unto God :" there is no diffe­
rence in this respect between male and female · all are " a 
r?yal. priesthood;" and a!l are ~ntitled equally t~ a full parti­
cipatiOn of the Redeemers sacnfice: " The life which we now 

g Lev. vii. 29, 30. h Lev. iv. 4, 15, 24, 33. i 1 Cor. vi. 20. 
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live in the flesh, we are to live altogether by faith in the Son 
of God, who has loved us, and given himself for usk." There 
must be no depending on our works. Whilst living upon 
Christ, we must " shew forth our faith by our works;" but 
our works must proceed jt-om life a~ready received, and by 
strength derived from Christ. It is from life, and not for life, 
that all our works must be performed.] 

2. Let us present all our offerings upon it-
[There was not any thing presented to God, except the 

first-fruits 1, without a memorial of it being burnt upon the 
altar. The part which was there consumed was God's share; 
of which he, as it were, partook with the offerer: from whence 
it is called " the food of the offering made by fire unto the 
Lord m," Now, whatever we have to offer unto God, our 
prayers, our praises, our almsn, our whole selves 0

, we must 
lay it upon that altar. Never can it ascend up to God as a 
sweet savour, unless it be laid upon Christ, and ascend from 
him inflamed with fire that came down from heaven. " It is 
the altar that sanctifies our every giftP:" and hence St. Peter 
gives us this plain direction; " To whom coming," that is, 
coming to Christ as " the living foundation-stone" of God's 
spiritual temple, " ye also, as lively stones, are built up a 
spiritual house, an holy pr·iesthood, to offer up spiritual sacri­
fices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christq." 0! let us ever 
remember, that neither our persons nor our services can ever 
be accepted of God in any other way than this.] 

3. Let us invite the whole world to a participation 
ofit-

[There is no bar to our admission to it, but unbelief. 
The very murderers of our Lord were invited to accept the 
benefits of our Lord's sacrifice. It matters not whether we 
have been Jews or Gentiles; if only we come to Christ, we 
shall find acceptance through him: for he has told us that 
" none shall ever be cast out who come unto God by him." 
Let us proclaim this to the very ends of the earth, that " from 
the rising of the sun, even to the going down of the same, 
God's name may be great among the Gentiles; that in every 
place incense may be offered to him, and a pure offering•;" and 
that "all flesh may see the salvation of God 8."] 

Let me now ADDREss a few words, 
1. To those who place an undue reliance on these 

advantages-

k Gal. ii. 20. 
n ver. 15, 16. 
q 1 Pet. ii. 4, 5. 

1 Lev. ii. 12. 
0 Rom. xii. 1. 
r Mal. i. 11. 

m Lev. iii. 11. 
P Matt. xxiii. 19. 
• Luke iii. 6. 
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[Many imagine, that because " they have access to God 

through Christt," they shall, of necessity, find acceptance with 
God. But there must be a suitableness in the sacrifices which 
we offer to him. What if men had offered to God "the torn, 
the lame, the sick ; would God have accepted it at their 
hands u?" No: nor will he accept us, if we do not offer to 
him such sacrifices as he demands: they must be "holy, if 
we would have them acceptablex." There must be in us a 
penitent and contrite spiriF: and if this be wanting, our 
every sacrifice will be abhorred: " He that killeth an ox, will 
be as if he slew a man; and he that sacrificeth a lamb, as if he 
cut off a clog's neck; and he that offereth an oblation, as if he 
offered swine's blood z," Let us then examine well our motives, 
our principles, our manner of drawing nigh to God ; that He 
who searcheth the heart, and to whom the inmost recesses of 
it are "open a," may approve of us as " Israelites indeed, in 
whom is no guile."] 

2. To those who are endeavouring to improve 
them aright-

[! have said that your offerings must be holy. But be 
ye not therefore discouraged; as though you, on account of 
your imperfections, could never find acceptance with God: for 
" God knows whereof you are made, and remembers that you 
are but dust:" and, as under the law, if a man were poor, and 
unable to bring a lamb for a trespass-offering, God permitted 
him to bring two turtle-doves, or two young pigeons, " such as 
he could get," (repeating it no less than four times, that he might 
bring such as he could getb;) yea, if for a free-will offering he 
condescended to accept even " leavened bread c ," and a muti­
lated beastd, say, who amongst you needs to be discouraged? 
Nay, I will even ask, who amongst you has sincerely, however 
imperfectly, offered himself up to God, and not found some 
token of his acceptance, and some manifestations of his love, 
in his own soul? Doubtless, as the Levites, when dedicating 
themselves to the Lord, were first sprinkled with the water of 
purifying, and then shaved their flesh, and washed their clothes, 
and then offered their sacrifice e; so should you, as far as 
possible, put off the old man, and put on the new, whilst you 
are coming to Christ for pardon and acceptance: but, for rr.al 
efficiency in holiness, this mode must be reversed: you must 

t Eph. iii. 18. u Mal.i. 13, 14. x Rom. xii. 1. 
Y Ps. li. 17. z Isai. lx vi. 2, 3. 
a He b. iv.13. rfrpaXT/Atup.iJia. The sacrifices were not only flayed, 

but cut down the back-bone, to be inspected. 
b Lev. xiv. 22, 30-32. c Lev. vii. 13. 
d Lev. xxii. 21--23. e Numb. viii. 7, 8, 21. 
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first lay hold on his promises of mercy, and then " cleanse 
yo~rselv~s from all filthiness ~f the flesh and spirit, and perfect 
hohness m the fear of God r. Nevertheless, I still ask, have 
you not foun~ God ever ready to hear and to accept your 
prayers? It Is remarkable, that though a peace-offering was 
to be eaten on the day that it was presented, yet, if it were 
offered as a free-will offering in consequence of a vow, it 
might be feasted upon by the offerer both on that day and on 
the day following; though by no means on the third day g. 

So I will ask, whether the savour of your religious exercises 
has not often abode upon your soul long after the hour in 
which they were presented unto God? If it continue not a 
third day, it is to teach you, that you are not to live upon 
your frames and feelings, but to be continually presenting 
yourselves to God afresh. Take ye then this encouragement 
from the Lord; and let the fire never go out upon your altar, 
and the altar never want a sacrifice to ascend up with an odour 
of a sweet smell before your God h.] 

f 2 Oor. vii. 1. g Lev. vii. 15, 16. h Eph. v. 2. 

MMCCCXL VII. 

THE BURNT-SACRIFICES TYPICAL OF CHRIST. 

Heb. xiii. 11-13. The bodies of those beasts, whose blood is 
brought into tlte sanctuary by the high-priest fM· sin, are 
burned without the camp. Wherefore Jesus also, that he 
might sanctify the people with his own blood, suife·red without 
the gate. Let us go forth therefore unto him without the 
camp, bearing his reproach. 

SUCH is the proneness of men to superstition, 
that they need to watch with care, lest, after having 
once shaken off its fetters, they be again subjected to 
its dominion. The Hebrew Christians in particular 
were liable to be drawn aside from the simplicity of 
the Gospel: their fond attachment to the law of Moses, 
seconded by the s~btle arguments of Judaizing teach­
ers, exposed them to continual danger. Hence the 
inspired author of this epistle cautioned them against 
returning to their former bondage. And, lest they 
should be led to think, that by renouncing the law of 
Moses, they deprived themselves of the blessings 

VOL. XIX. MM 
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which were procured by their sacrifices, he tells 
them, that this was by no means the case ; yea, that, 
on the contrary, they were partakers of a better 
altar, to which the adherents to Judaism had no 
access; and that the very ordinances, in which the 
Jews trusted, pointed out this truth in a clear and 
convincing manner; for not even the high-priest 
himself was permitted to eat of the sacrifices whose 
blood he had carried within the vail; whereas every 
true Christian was permitted to eat of that sacrifice 
which alone could atone for sin ; and therefore, so 
far from there being any necessity for them to revert 
to J udaism in order to partake of the Jewish sacri­
fices, the Jews themselves must be converted to 
Christianity in order to obtain the full benefit even 
of those sacrifices which they themselves had offered a. 

To illustrate this more fully, we shall point out, 

I. The correspondence between the death of Christ, 
and the ordinances whereby it was prefigured-

The most minute particulars of the death of Christ 
were typified under the law : but we shall fix our 
attention at present on that only which is specified in 
the text. 

The sacrifices on the great day of annual expiation 
were to b~ burnt without the camp-

[The sacrifices on the great day of atonement were distin­
guished far above all others, and accompanied with circum­
stances of peculiar solemnity. Their blood was carried within 
the vail, and sprinkled upon the mercy-seat, as the means of 
propitiating the incensed Deity, and of obtaining pardon for 
the sins committed by the whole nation through the preceding 
year. A part of most other sacrifices belonged to the priest 
who offered them: but of this not the smallest portion was to 
be preserved for the use of man: all, except the fat which was 
consumed upon the altar, was carried without the camp (in 
later ages, without. the c~ty of Jerusalem) ~o be destroyed by 
fire~· P:obably th1s was m tended to exhibit God's indignation 
agamst sm, and to shew how 'utterly they must be consumed 

a This seems to be the true scope of the passage as connected with 
the context. 

b Lev. vi. 30. and xvi. 27. 
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by the fire of his wrath, who should not be interested in this 
atonement. But the words before us reflect a light on this 
ordinance, which it is of great importance to observe. The 
burning of the whole of these sacrifices shewed that no legal 
services whatever could entitle a person to partake of t!tern: 
not even the high-priest himself, who carried their blood within 
the vail, had any privilege beyond the poorest and meanest of 
the people. They could obtain an interest in them only by 
faith; nor could he taste of them in any other way: though his 
services were the most sacred, and his access to God far more 
intimate than any other person, or even he himself at any other 
period, could enjoy, yet had he no more part in this atonement 
than every other person might have by the exercise of faith: 
and consequently they, who, under the Christian dispensation, 
should trust in the sacrifice of Christ, would participate the 
benefits, from which the high-priest himself should be excluded, 
if he rested in the outward services without looking through 
them to the great, the true atonement.] 

Agreeably to this typical ordinance, our Lord suf­
fered without the gate of Jerusalem-

[The death of Christ was that which the annual sacrifices 
typically represented. He died for sin, and, after he had 
offered himself upon the cross, entered into heaven itself with 
his own blood, there to present it before the Father on our 
behalf: and it was by this means that he " sanctified," or con­
secrated to himself, a peculiar people, who should for ever 
enjoy the virtue of his atonement--- But, in order that 
his death might produce the full effect, it was necessary that 
it should be conformed in every respect to the ordinances 
whereby it had been prefigured: hence it was accomplished 
"witlwut the gate" of Jerusalem; so strictly did it accord with 
the most minute particulars that had been before determined 
in the Divine counsels. 

Whether there was any mystery couched under this event, 
we cannot absolutely determine. We should not indeed have 
discerned perhaps any thing particular in it, if light had not 
been thrown upon it by an inspired writer. But, as we are 
certain that this event was a completion of the pre-existing 
ordinance, it is not improbable that it might have some further 
signification. While it shews us to what a degree "Christ 
became a curse for us," it may also intimate, that the virtue 
of his sacrifice was not to be confined to those who were within 
the pale of the Jewish Church, but rather to extend to those 
who were without it, even to the whole Gentile world.] 

The exhortation, which the Apostle grounds upoll 
these circumstances, leads us to point out, 

MM2 
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11. The conformity which Christians also are to bear, 

both to the law and to him who fulfilled it-

Doubtless, every thing which Christ has done for 
us, entails on us an obligation to conform ourselves to 
his mind and will. 
But the circumstances before considered, SUGGEST 

to us some appropriate and important duties-

1. We must renounce all legal hopes, that we may 
depend on Christ-

[The particular injunction to go forth to Christ without 
the camp, intimates, that we must turn our back upon all the 
legal services, and trust alone in that sacrifice which he offered 
without the gate. The importance of this observation would 
be more strongly felt by an Hebrew convert, who was assailed 
with arguments respecting the obligations of the Mosaic law. 
But it is, in re~lity, no less important to us: for, if we do not trust 
in the blood of bulls and goats, we are ever ready to substitute 
something in the place of Jesus, as the ground of our confidence. 
But services, of whatever kind, whether ceremonial or moral, 
must be renounced in point of dependence. They must not 
even be blended in any degree with the atonement of Christ, 
as though the performance of th.em could procure us an interest 
in this. We must be "justified by his blood," and by that 
alone. If St. Paul himself desired to be found in Christ, not 
having his own righteousnessc, much more must we. Let us 
remember then what, not the Gospel only, but even the law 
itself, speaks to us on this subject; and let us look for a par­
ticipation in the great Sacrifice, not for, or by our works, but 
by faith only.] 

2. We must forsake all worldly lusts, that we may 
walk with Christ-

[What a perfect deadness to the world did Jesus manifest, 
when he went forth to the place of execution, giving up him­
self to that accursed death, from which he could have been so 
easily delivered ! But the world had nothinO' that could 
fascinate him: its cares, its pleasures, its honou~s, its society, 
were all alike indifferent to him: He had one only wish, to 
fulfil his Father's will, and finish the work he had been com­
missioned to perform. In turning his back on that devoted 
city, he felt no regret, except indeed for the blindness and 
hardness of the people's hearts. Thus must we come out 

c Phi I. iii. 9. 
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of the world which lieth in wickedness : we must be " crucified 
to the world, and the world must be crucified to usd." "All 
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, 
and the pride of life," must be abandoned as objects of indif­
ference, as objects of abhorrence. The things that are dearest 
to flesh and blood, if they stand at all in competition with 
Christ, are to be hated and forsaken. Our former companions, 
if they will not travel with us in the heavenly road, are to be 
left behind; for "what communion hath light with darkness, or 
a believer with an unbeliever? Wherefore, saith God, come 
out from among them, and be separatee." Even father and 
mother, and wife and children, yea, and our own lives also, are 
to be of no account with usr, if they interfere with our duty to 
God, or retard the execution of his commands.] 

3. We must submit to all indignities, that we may 
resemble Christ-

[This is the principal point to which the text refers. 
Jesus, when carrying his cross from the city to Mount Calvary, 
was an object of ·universal execration. Thus, in a measure, 
must we also be, if we will be his disciples. The world will 
hate, revile, and persecute us, as soon as ever we become his 
faithful adherents. "If they have called the Master of the 
house Beelzebub, so will they those of his household." But 
we must not be deterred from our duty by these things:· we 
must "follow our Lord without the camp, not only bearing 
his reproach," but esteeming it our richesg, and rejoicing that 
we are counted worthy to suffer shame for his sake h, He has 
told us beforehand, that "·in the world we shall have tribula­
tion," and that, in proof of our attachment to him, we must 
"take up our cross daily and follow him." Expecting this 
therefore, we must " count the cost;" that, if we be treated 
" as the filth of the world and the off-scouring of all things," 
we may, like him, "endure the cross and despise the shamei," 
Nor should it ever seem hard to us to go in the path which he 
has trodden before us. Ori the contrary, to be conformed to 
him should be our highest ambition : " for if we suffer with 
him for a time, we shall reign also with himk" in glory for 
evermore.] 

d Gal. vi. 14. 
g Heb. xi. 26. 
k 2 Tim. ii. 12. 

e 2 Cor. vi. 15, 17. 
h Acts v. 41. 

r Luke xiv. 26. 
i Heb. xii. 2. 
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MMCCCXL VIII. 

THE CHRISTIAN's PORTION. 

Heb. xiii. 14. Here have we no continuing city; but we seek 
one to come. 

ACCUSTOMED as we are to· expect a future 
state of existence, we scarcely ever reflect on the 
source from which we have attained the knowledge 
of such a state. It was not from reason that we 
derived it; for the wisest philosophers of Greece and 
Rome could arrive at no certainty respecting it : it 
is " the Gospel which has brought life and immor­
tality to light," and has thereby given us an unerring 
standard, by which to try every occurrence, of what­
ever kind. From a view of eternity, we learn neither 
to indulge undue complacency in what is gratifying 
to our feelings, nor, on the other hand, to yield to 
dejection under the pressure of what is painful. We 
learn simply to approve ourselves to God; and to 
look for his approbation in a future world, as a re­
compence for all that we can either do or suffer for 
him in this present life. This thought reconciled the 
Apostle to shame and reproach for his Redeemer's 
sake ; for he knew that " here he had no continuing 
city : but he sought one to come ;" and regarded the 
possession of that as an ample reward for all that 
man could inflict upon him. 

The words before us will lead me to shew, 
I. The transitoriness of earthly things-­

We have nothing durable in this life-
[If any thing could have been expected to continue, it 

would have been the city of Jerusalem: because it was, be­
yond all others in the universe, "the city of God," and because 
" its foundations were like the great mountains." But that 
was soon to be destroyed, so that not one stone should remain 
upon another that should not be thrown down: and with the 
city, the whole civil and religious polity of the nation 'should be 
dissolv~d. Thus it had ?een 'Yith the great empires which had 
successively been estabhshed m Chaldea, Persia, and Greece: 
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and thus, in due season, it should be with Rome also, though 
it was now the mistress of the world. Even this globe itself, 
and all which it contains, shall ere lorig be burnt up with fire, 
and utterly dissolved; so that nothing under the sun can be 
considered as of abiding continuance.] 

This is a matter of daily experience to us all-
[W e may know but little either of history or prophecy ; 

but who does not with his own eyes behold the transitory na­
ture of every thing around him ? The seasons come, and pass 
away; and in like manner the generations of men vanish from 
the earth in quick succession. It was but the other day, and 
those who are now in the meridian of life were children : and 
in a few more days they will be swept away, to make room for 
others who shall hereafter arise. Since the beginning of the 
present year, how many pave been removed into the eternal 
world! and before the expiration of another year, how many, 
who are now in health, will be taken to their long home! 
Truly, we are like the shadow of a cloud sweeping over the 
plain; and soon shall vanish, to be seen no more.] 

This will account for, 
11. The portion which the Christian affects­

For him a continuing city is prepared-
[God himself has prepared it for him: yea, God himself has 

built it : and its foundations are laid so deep, that nothing can 
ever shake them a. To that city the Christian is already so far 
come, that he is entitled to all its privileges; and has, in a 
state of actual preparation for him, a mansion, in which he is 
to dwell for ever b, In comparison of that city, all earthly 
edifices are unworthy of a thought. Not only are its walls 
and its foundations inconceivably superior to all that man can 
construct, but the very light that lightens it is altogether dif­
ferent: for, instead of needing the rays "of the sun or of the 
moon, the glory of God does lighten it, and the Lamb is th~ 
light thereofc."] 

To this he constantly directs his steps-
[He is careful to inquire his way thither, and to prosecute 

his journey towards it every day he lives. Like the Patriarchs, 
he considers himself as a pilgrim and sojourner here : and, 
like them, whatever difficulties he meets with in the way, he 
presses forward, determining not to turn aside, or stop, till he 
has arrived within its gatesd, He looks to it as the rest that 

a Heb. xi. 10, 16. 
c Rev. :xxi. 10-23. 

b Heb. xii. 22. with John xiv. 2, 3. 
d Heb. xi. 13-16. 
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remaineth for him ; nor will he ever relax his labours, till he 
has attained it e. In this he may be clearly distinguished from 
all other persons. Others are desirous of finding somewhat of 
a present portion: but " he seeks one to come," and makes it 
the one great business of his life to secure it.] 

This subject may be IMPROVED, 

1. For our conviction-
[If this be practical Christianity, how little have we lived 

like Christians! We have been ever ready to take up our rest 
in this world; and for the most part have sought for nothing 
beyond it. The things of time and sense have had as much 
effect upon our minds as if they had been of lasting continu­
ance; whilst the things of eternity have been disregarded, as 
though they had been altogether transient. Were it not that 
we see this conduct all around us, we should scarcely conceive 
it possible that rational beings should act so irrational a part. 
Let us lay it to heart, and humble ourselves before God; and 
"set our affections henceforth on things above, and not on 
things below."] 

2. For our consolation-
(We may, in the course of our pilgrimage, be oppressed 

with many troubles: but they are all of short continuance: 
whereas, the happiness which we have in prospect will abide 
with us for ever. This consideration makes every affliction 
appear light and momentaryf; more especially when we reflect 
that "tribulation is the way to the kingdom;" and that we 
are, like our blessed Lord himself, to be "made perfect through 
sufferings. "] 

3. For our direction-
[Bear in mind the emptiness and vanity of earthly things, 

and learn to sit loose to them ; " letting your moderation be 
known unto all men g." In the use of them, be temperate; 
and, in the want of them, patient and resignedh. And set 
before you " the prize of your high calling," as those did who 
contended in the Grecian games. Keep it ever in view; and 
stop not till :you have fully attained it. Then shall you have 
the approbatiOn of your Judge ; and ere long be received into 
the bosom of your God.] 

e Heb. iv. I, Il. 
g Phil. iv. 5. 

f 9 c . 7 ~ or, IV. I , IS. 
h 1 Cor. vii. 29-31. 
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MMCCCXLIX. 

THE SACRIFICES TO BE OFFERED BY CHRISTIANS. 

Heb. xiii. 15, 16. By him therefore let us o.ffor the sacrifice 
of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips 
giving thanks to his name. But to do good, and to com­
municate, forget not : for witlt such sacrifices God is well 
pleased. 

THE Jewish yoke was very heavy; and the ob­
servance of the Mosaic rites was burthensome in the 
extreme. From that we are happily delivered. Yet 
have we an altar upon which we are tp attend, and 
sacrifices which we are bound to offer. Our altar 
indeed is very different from that of the Jews : as the 
Apostle has said in the preceding context ; u We 
have an altar, of which they have no right to eat who 
serve the tabernacles." Of their own altar they did 
partake ; the greater part of all the sacrifices being 
allotted them for their supportb. But even under 
that dispensation, an intimation was given them, that, 
when the great offering, which their sacifices typified, 
should be presented, they could have no part in it. 
The offerings which were presented by them for the 
expiation of sin, were burned without the camp ; no 
part of them being appropriated to the use of the 
priests". And such is the sacrifice which was offered 
by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sins of the whole 
world, when he suffered without the gates of Jeru­
salem; of which therefore they who continued under 
that dispensation could not participate. We alone, 
who renounce all dependence on the works of the 
law, and found all our hopes on the atonement which 
Christ has offered, can eat of this altar, and enjoy 
the benefits which by his meritorious death and pas­
sion he has purchased for us. Again, though of 
other sacrifices the priests might eat, they might on 
no account eat the blood: that must be poured out 

a ver. 10. b Numb. xviii. 12, 13. 
c Lev. vi. 30, and xvi. 27. 
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even to the last drop d, But of our sacrifice, we both 
eat the flesh and drink the blood : and it is only by 
so doing that we can obtain eternal life. Indeed on 
that body and blood we are to feed continually : it is 
the daily feast of our souls : as our Lord has said, 
" My flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink 
indeede." Having been offered by our Lord Jesus 
Christ himself on the altar of his Deity, (for he is at 
once the Altar, the Sacrifice, and the Priest,) it is 
accepted for us : and it is both our duty and our 
privilege to eat of it. But whilst we thus partake of 
this altar, we must ourselves offer sacrifices upon it, 
even " our whole selves, as living sacrifices, acceptable 
to God by J~sus Christr." To present these is, 

I. Our duty-

Two kinds of sacrifices we are to offer: those, 
1. Of praise to God-

[Praise is most justly due to Him from all his creatures; 
but more especially from those who have been favoured with a 
revelation of his will, and with the ordinances of his grace. 
The Jews, dark as their dispensation was, were infinitely in­
debted to God for itg. But infinitely greater are our obliga­
tions to him for the fuller manifestations of his mercy to us in 
Christ Jesus, and for that better covenant of which Jesus is the 
Surety and the Mediator - - -"We therefore should offer 
to our God the sacrifices of praise continually." We should 
do it, not only at the appointed seasons of morning and even­
ing, which in a lax sense may be called " continually\" but 
throughout the whole day : not indeed in the way of a formal 
service, but in the frame and habit of our mindsi. This by 
the prophet is called "the calves of our lips k," and, in our text, 
" the fruit of our lips;" because, as calves and first-fruits of 
the earth were offered in sacrifice under the law, so are praises 
under the Gospel dispensation. Under both dispensations, the 
duty of acknowledging our obligations to God, and our depend­
ence on him, is the same: and therefore, as the Jews confessed 
both the one and the other by their offerings, so are we to do 
in ours, "giving thanks to his name 1." 

But it is by Christ only that our offerings can come up with 

d Deut. xii. 23-25 e John vi. 53-55. f Rom. xii. 1. 
g Rom. iii. 2. h Exod. xxix. 42. 
i 1 Thess. v. 16-18. k Hos. xiv. 2. I Of!OAoyovv7wv. 
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acceptance before God: for, as the Jews were not at liberty to 
offer sacrifice any where but upon the altar in Jerusalemm, so 
neither can we present to God any sacrifice but on this altar, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who alone can sanctifY our gifts, and 
render them in any respect worthy of God's acceptancen. Of 
this it becomes us to have as distinct a conception as the Jews 
themselves had ; and never for a moment to approach our God 
without a deep conviction upon our minds, that in Christ only 
can either our persons or our services be ever pleasing in the 
sight of our God 0 ,] 

2. Of beneficence to man-
[This also is a duty incumbent on us. God has so ordered 

in his providence, that there shall always be some who shall 
stand in need of assistance, and others, who, as his almoners, 
shall be enabled to dispense the benefits which are requiredP; 
that by a free exercise of benevolent affections there may be 
such a measure of equality produced, as may best subserve the 
interests of the wholeq. Hence, "to do good, and to commu­
nicate," is an employment in which we should be daily occupied, 
each of us according to our ability. The poorest, as well as 
the richest, should, as far as God has enabled him, find delight 
in this dutyr. Nor should we ever be so engaged in exercises 
of devotion, as to forget that we have duties to our fellow­
creatures, which, in their place, are of equal importance with 
devotion itself. We may find it good to be on Mount Tabor: 
but we must not protract our stay there, when there is work 
to be done by us in the plains below 8

• The duties of the 
second table must not be overlooked, any more than those of 
the first: nor can any measure of delight in God ever justify 
us in neglecting the offices of love to man. Liberality to the 
poor, especially when offered upon this altar, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, is as pleasing to God as any other offering whatever. 
Such was St. Paul's view of the succours which he had received 
from the Christians at Philippi ; which he represents as " an 
odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, and well-pleasing 
to God t." But this also must be offered only through the 
Lord Jesus Christ: if presented as in itself good and accept­
able, it would be rejected of God with as much abhorrence as 
the bribe of Simon Magus was by the Apostle Peteru, The 
direction given by God himself, and which must never in any 
case be forgotten, is this; "Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, 

m Deut. xii. 13, 14. n John xiv. 6. 
o 1 Pet. ii. 5. P Deut. xv. 11. 
q 2 Cor. viii. 14, 15. with Exod. xvi. 16-18. 
r 2 Cor. viii. 2-4, 12. 8 Matt. xvii. 1-5. 
t Phil. iv. 18. u Acts viii. 18-20. 
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do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks unto God 
and the Father by him x."] 

But that which in one view is our duty, in another . . 
VIeW IS, 

11. Our privilege-
In this view the injunction in our text is intro.;. 

duced: "We have an altar, of which the Jews, whilst 
so continuing, have no right to eat:" " therefore" let 
us enjoy our high privileges, and offer our sacrifices 
continually upon this altar. And truly, to offer these 
sacrifices is a most inestimable privilege : for, 

1. We may all present them in our own person-
[ This the Jews could not do: they must come to the 

priest, and put their sacrifices into his hands: and he alone 
could offer them upon the altar. But we who believe in 
Christ, are " a kingdom of priests :" amongst us there is " no 
distinction of male or female, bond or free ; but we are all one 
in Christ Jesus Y ;" "we are all kings and priests unto our 
Godz :" " the vail of the temple was rent in twain;" we all 
"have access unto God through Christa," " even into the 
holiest of all, by that new and living way which he bath opened 
for ush." 

Now let us only conceive what were the feelings of the Jews 
when they saw their high-priest on the day of annual expiation 
go within the vail into the presence of Jehovah, even to his 
mercy-seat, on which he dwelt in the Shechinah, the symbol of 
his more immediate presence: how highly privileged would 
they consider him! and how happy would they have accounted 
themselves, if that honour had been vouchsafed to them! But 
you, beloved, need not envy even the angels themselves: for 
through Christ you may go, every one of you for himself, 
" unto God as your exceeding joy," and may " lay hold of 
him," and commune with him, and hear his voice, and taste 
his love, and receive into your souls the communications of his 
grace and peace. It was not of himself alone, but of all the 
godly without exception, that St. John affirmed, "Truly our 
fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christc." 

Learn then, brethren, to appreciate this privilege aright : 
and let the thought of it encourage you to draw nigh unto 
your God continually, and to present to him such sacrifices as 
the occasion may require.] 

x Col. iii. 1 7. · 
a Eph. ii. 18. 

Y Gal. iii. 28. 
b Heb. x. 20-22. 

z Rev. i. 6. 
c 1 John i. 3. 
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2. We may be perfectly assured of God's accept­
ance of them-

[There is an excellency in our sacrifices which there was 
not in those which were offered by the Jewish priests: theirs 
were of no value at all, but as " shadows of good things to 
come:" in themselves they were " carnal ordinances," deserving 
of no better name than "weak and beggarly elements d :" and, 
if not offered with a suitable frame of mind, they were alto­
gether hateful to God, even as hateful as the cutting off of a 
clog's neck, or the offering of swine's blood e- ---But where 
does God ever speak in such degrading terms of our sacrifices? 
"Whoso offereth me praise," says he, "glorifieth mef ;" and, 
" a cup of cold water offered to a disciple for his sake, shall 
in no wise lose its rewardg." The two are by God himself 
brought into a comparison thus: "Will I eat the flesh of bulls, 
or drink the blood of goats? Offer unto God thanksgiving; and 
pay thy vows unto the Most High h :" "to ·obey is better than 
sacrifice; and to hearken, than the fat of rams1." 

Besides, the altar on which we present our offerings sancti­
fieth every thing that is put upon it. Leaven was expressly 
forbidden to be offered on the Jewish altark: yet in a sacrifice 
of thanksgiving, or of the first-fruits, it might be offered 1• So 
shall "the fruit of our lips," and " the first-fruits of our sub­
stance" be accepted m, notwithstanding any imperfection with 
which they are offered, if only they be presented through Christ 
with an humble and contrite spirit: for Christ, our great 
High-priest, who is our altar, is also "our Advocate with the 
Father;" and " the incense of his prayers ascendetl1 with every 
sacrifice which we offer, and ensures the acceptance of it before 
God n." 

Who with such an assurance as this would not wish to pre­
sent his sacrifices unto God daily, and without ceasing?] 

3. We all have liberty to eat of our own sacri­
fices-

[This liberty, in reference to some sacrifices, was conceded 
to the offerers under the Jewish law 0 : but to us it is conceded 
in every offering which we can present. Do we offer the 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving? " our mouth shall be 
filled as with marrow and fatness, whilst we praise our God 

d Gal. iv. 9. and Heb. vii. 9. 
e Cite at length both Isai. i. 11-14. and lxvi. 3. 
t Ps. 1. 23. g Matt. x. 42. h Ps. I. 13, 14. 
I l Sam. xv. 22. k Lev. ii. 11. 
I Lev. vii. 11-13. and xxiii. 17. m Prov. iii. 9, 10. 
n Rev. viii. 3, 4. 0 De ut. xii. 5-7. 
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with joyful lipsP." Do we offer our mite for the relief of his 
indigent and distressed people ? hear how he speaks of it : 

. " If thou deal thy bread to the hungry, and bring the poor 
that are cast out to thy house; if, when thou seest the naked, 
thou cover him, and hide not thyself from thine own flesh; 
then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine 
health shall spring forth speedily; and thy righteousness shall 
go before thee ; and the glory of the Lord shall be thy rere­
ward." And again; "If thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, 
and satisfy the affiicted soul ; then shall thy light rise in ob­
scurity, and thy darkness be as the noon-day: and the Lord 
shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, 
and rnake fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered 
garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail notq." 
I appeal with confidence to all: When did you ever present 
any offering, whether of gratitude to God or love to man, upon 
this altar, and not feed richly on it yourselves? When did not 
fire descend from heaven into your soul, to testify of God's 
acceptance of your offering? or when did you not, after such 
an offering, depart, "filled and satisfied with the fatness of his 
houser ?'' At no period did he ever dismiss you, without 
"satiating your weary soul, and replenishing your sorrowful 
soul 5." Abound then in these sacrifices, and it shall be well 
with you; for you shall eat of them richly both in time and 
eternityt.] 

ADDRESS-

I. To the poor votaries of this world-
[What a wretched and worthless altar have you! and what 

costly offerings are you daily presenting upon it! Your time, 
your talents, your very souls, are you sacrificing upon that 
altar! You would weep over the devotees who cast themselves 
under the wheels of the car of Juggernaut: why do ye not 
weep over yourselves, when, with all your light and knowledge, 
you are acting a part not less infatuated than they? Compare 
your state with that of the true Christian. He Jives only to 
serve, and honour, and exalt his God: but you live only to 
please the world, and to gratifY yourselves. He accounts 
nothing too great to sacrifice unto Jehovah: you will not 
sacrifice one lust, or interest, for him. To the world, and to 
self, do you devote your every hour, your every thought. And 
whilst you have eaten of your altar, which of course you have 
done! what have you done but " fed upon ashes, whilst a 
deceived heart hath turned you aside, so that you could not 

P Ps. lxiii. 5. q Isai. lviii. 7-l 1. 
r Ps. xxxvi. 8. s J er. xxxi. 25. 
t Isai. iii. I 0. 1 Tim. vi. 17-19. 
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deliver your soul, or say, Is there not a lie in my right hand u ?" 
And do you suppose, that, whilst you are partaking thus of the 
world's altar, you can partake of the Lord's also? Assuredly 
not: " Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of 
devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the 
table of devilsx :" " ye cannot serve God and MammonY." I 
call you then to consider what will be the issue of a worldly 
life : for " if ye love the world, whatever you may imagine, the 
ldve of the Father is not in you z." Let me entreat you then 
to go to your God, and to present to him that prayer of David, 
"Incline not my heart to any evil thing, to practise wicked 
works with them that work iniquity; and let me not eat of their 
dainties 8

." For be assured, that, if ye devote not yourselves 
to God through Christ in this world, ye can never dwell with 
him in the world to come.] 

2. To the friends and worshippers of the Lord 
Jesus Christ-

[What a blessed employment is yours! A life of praise 
· to God ; and a life of love to man ! What can you wish for 
more ? What can add to your happiness, except it be. an 
increase of grace to live more than ever unto God ? Look at 
the angels around the throne : me thinks, you have already 
invaded their office, and entered upon their bliss. Are they 
ever praising God? That is your employment day and night. 
Are they " ministering spirits, sent forth to minister unto 
them that shall be heirs of salvation b ?" That also is your 
daily work, who are " doing good unto all men, and especially 
unto them that are of the household of faith 0

." Go ye on then 
in this blest career : and abound daily more and more. And 
know that, as by the neglect of your duties " you may suffer 
loss in heaven d," so by abounding in all the fruits of righteous­
ness, ye may augment your blessedness in heaven, and obtain 
through Christ "an abundant entrance" into the realms of 
bliss e. J 

u Isai. xliv. 20. 
Y Matt. vi. 24. 
a Ps. cxli. 4. 
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MM CC CL. 

THE DUTY OF PEOPLE, AND THE RESPONSIBILITY OF. 

MINISTERS. 

Heb. xiii. 17. Obey them that lwve the rule over you, and 
submit yourselves : for they watch for your souls, as they 
that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not 
with grief: for that is unprcjitable for you. 

MAN, as a social being, has duties to the society 
of which he is a member: and of these duties he 
must be reminded, no less than of those which are 
purely personal. The Church of Christ .is one great 
familya, in which., as in every other family, order 
must be observed., by the exercise of power in those 
who preside, and a submission to it amongst those 
who are placed under ·their direction. The govern­
ment that shall be exercised in it is appointed by 
God himself; who has invested his ministers with 
power to rule, and has required of their people a sub­
mission to their authority. But as, on the one hand, 
there has been amongst some who have presided an 
unscriptural usurpation of authority, very different 
from that which God ever committed to them ; so., 
on the other hand, there is amongst others a very 
unscriptural disregard of that authority which is legi­
timate, and which every minister of God is bound to 
exercise in that society over which he presides. For 
the due administration of order and good government 
in the Church., the Apostle, having finished his direc­
tions respecting personal duties., proceeds to give one, 
which more immediately relates to our social inter­
course, but which is of the greatest consequence to 
the welfare of that family of which we are members. 

In calling your attention to this apostolic pre­
cept, I shall have occasion to set before you, 
I. The duty of people towards their minister-

A shepherd naturally presides over his flock : and 
so must a pastor of God's Church exercise rule over 

8 Eh···1r: p . lll. "· 
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t~at flock which ~e feeds, over which the Holy Ghost 
h1mselfhas constituted him an overseerb." Not that 
civil power was ever delegated by God to his minis­
ters ; that exclusively belongs to the civil magi­
strates c. If the Lord Jesus Christ) when appealed 
to as an arbitrator in relation to civil rights, said, 
" Who made me a ruler and a divider over you d ?" 
much less can any claim of temporal authority belong 
to those who are called by him to the administration 
of affairs which are purely spiritual. Yet is there 
power given to ministers, 

1. As ambassadors from God-
[ August as this title is, we claim it as of right belonging 

to us: for though we would by no means exalt ourselves, it 
becomes us, and is our bounden duty, to" magnify our office e." 
We come from God to you, and 'proclaim to you in his name 
the terms on which he will forgive your past rebellion, and 
receive you to his favour. It is in the very place of Christ that 
we stand, when we entreat you for his sake to be reconciled to 
God r. The word which we preach to you is God's: and by 
you " it must be received, not as the word of man, but, as it 
is in truth, the word of God g." If our testimony be rejected) 
it is not man, but God himself, that ye rejecth, Doubtless, 
you must judge how far the voice of the minister accords with 
the word of God : for it is to that extent only that you are 
bound to pay any attention to it: and so far are you to be from 
receiving the word of man implicitly and without examination, 
that you are required of' God himself " not to believe every 
spirit, but to try the spirits whether they be of God i ;" and to 
" prove all things, and hold fast that only which is good k," 
But when "the word which is delivered to you. is that only 
which your minister has himself received from the Lord 1," then 
must you obey it as much as if it was delivered to you by God 
himself in an audible voice from heaven. 

Now then we hesitate not to declare, that all which we 
preach unto you respecting your fallen state, and the necessity 
of your believing in Christ as the appointed Saviour of the 
world, and of your giving up yourselves to him "in body, 
soul, and spirit, to be sanctified wholly" to his service, is 
the very truth of God revealed in his Gospel: and whilst we 

b Acts xx. 28. 
e Rom. xi. 13. 
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i I John iv. 1. 
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affectionately entreat, we do also authoritatively enjoin, your 
acceptance of it, and your submission to it: and we affirm, 
that, if ye reject this Gospel, ye do it at your peril, and with 
a certainty of incurring God's everlasting displeasure m.] 

2. As stewards over his family-
[This also is a character belonging to usn, and a character 

with which a measure of authority is of necessity connected 0 • 

Under that character we must, at the peril of our own souls, 
be faithful to you, and to our God, whose servants we areP. 
Whatever we judge to be the portion most requisite for your 
spiritual health, that we must administer, whether it be in­
struction or exhortation, consolation or reproof. We must no 
further seek to please you, than will be for your real welfareq: 
if we go beyond this, we cannot be servants of Jesus Christr. 
Of course, in the exercise of discipline, there will be some 
things which will be more clear, and some which will be of a 
more dubious character. In those which are clear, and where 
the word of God has precisely marked the course to be pursued, 
the submission of the people to the sentence of the minister 
should be willing and unreserved : and in those which, though 
not expressly defined by God, are necessary for the maintenance 
of order, a willing deference should be paid to the judgment 
of him on whom the great responsibility rests, and to whom 
authority has been committed by God himself for the good of 
the whole 8

• "Not that ministers are to be lords over God's 
heritage t," or to "have dominion over the faith" of any manu: 
but still, even in dubious matters, a degree of submission is 
due to them, that order may be observed, and the affairs of the 
Church be well administered, for the good of the whoJex. This 
is the kind of rule which a parent exercises in his family; and 
in a spirit of paternal love must it be exercised by ministers in 
the house of God Y,] 

These observations will acquire additional weight, 
if we attend to, -

II. The considerations with which this duty is 
enforced-

Two considerations are here urged, as motives to a 
cheerful acquiescence in the duty prescribed : 

m Heb. ii. 3. 1 Pet, iv. I7, 18. n I Cor. iv.]. 
0 Luke xii. 42. P I Cor. iv. 2. q Rom. xv. 2. 
r Gal. i, 10. 8 2 Cor. x. 8. and xiii. IO. I Tim. v. 17. 
t 1 Pet. v. 3. u 2 Cor. i. 21. x 1 Cor. xvi.15, 16. 
Y 1 Tim. iii. 5. 
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I. The return due to them- . 
[Ministers have taken upon themselves to seek to the 

uttermost the spiritual and eternal welfare of those who are 
committed to their care: and, when duly impressed with the 
importance .of their office, they " watch for souls as those that 
must give account." When they undertake this office, they 
know, that if any perish through their neglect, the blood of 
those who perish will be required at their handsz. Under 
this fearful responsibility, ''they watch for souls," trembling 
lest, through their ignorance, or sloth, or cowardice, any have 
the truth withheld from them, or the means of salvation un­
profitably dispensed to them. They feel their insufficiency a, 
and are ready at times to regret that ever they made them­
selves answerable to so awful an extent. But a " dispensation 
having been committed to them, they know that a woe attends 
them," if they discharge not their office with fidelity and dili­
gence b. 

Now then I ask, Is nothing due from you to such friends 
and benefactors r When they, from love to your souls, and 
from an ardent desire to impart unto you the blessings of 
salvation, make·~' themselves your servants for Christ's sakec," 
renouncing all worldly cares, pleasures, and advantages, and 
consecrating all their time and talents exclusively to you, is 
there no love, no respect, no deference to be shewn to them? 
This, I am sure, is not God's judgment respecting them : for 
he requires, that " you esteem them very highly in love for 
their work's sake d :" and if you refuse them this tribute, you 
are guilty of gross injustice to them, and of vile ingratitude to 
God, whose commission and authority they bear. 

If you suppose that their living of the altar is a sufficient 
recompence, I must observe, that there is scarcely a faithful 
servant in all the Church of God who might not turn his 
talents to a far better account, if pecuniary emolument be the 
standard by which his recompence is to be estimated. As for 
the " shepherds who feed themselves, and not the flock," I 
speak not of them : I leave them to their own fearful respon­
sibilitye: but of faithful pastors, I affirm, that, if they could 
have the whole world for their hire, they would despise it all 
in comparison of one soul, whom they may present to God as 
begotten by their ministry and saved by their e:ffortsf. I say, 
then, ye are debtors to them to a great amount: if they have 
been· your spiritual fathers, ye owe them your own souls g : and 

z Ezek. iii. 17-21. and xxxiii. 7-9. • 2 Cor. ii. 16. 
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if they are only your instructors, yet, as watching with all 
tenderness and fidelity for your souls, their griefs and their 
joys should be the griefs and the joys of you all h.] 

2. The benefit accruing to yourselves-
[Daily do they go to God, to give up, as it were, an ac~ 

count of the stewardship committed to them: and this they 
do either with joy or grief, according as they :find success or 
disappointment in their ministerial labours. See what grief 
St. Paul experienced when his people walked disorderly;: and, 
on the other hand, with what ecstatic joys he was filled, when 
they walked worthy of their high callingk! So it is with every 
minister, in proportion as he approves himself faithful to his 
God. And how deeply are your interests involved in these 
exercises of your minister's soul! When he sees you disobe­
dient to the word, and l.'egardless of his paternal admonitions, 
how do his hands hang down, and his spirit sink within him! 
Truly, it is "with grief,'' and "with groanings," (as the word 
imports,) that he goes to his God from day to day. And the 
whole of his ministry, in its ardour, in its unction, in its whole 
character, is lowered, when he has to labour amongst a proud, 
a worldly, a contentious, a gainsaying people. His mouth is 
stopped; and, instead of finding an enlargement of mind, and 
a liberty of utterance towards them, he is constrained rather 
to speak only in tears of anguish 1, and, as it were, in the 
groans of one that is travailing in birth m. 

On the other hand, in what tender strains did the Apostle 
address those who had received his word with power, and 
evinced its influence by a holy and heavenly conversation.! He 
was amongst them "as gentle as a nursing mother; an1l was so 
affectionately disposed towards them, that he was willing to 
impart to them, not the Gospel only, but his own soul also, 
because they were dear unto himn,," How would words, pro­
ceeding from him in such a strain, " distil as the dew," and 
penetrate their inmost souls ! And when he felt such enlarge­
ment of heart towards them, what corresponding feelings would 
be ge.nerated i.n .their ~ouls 0 .! Such then are still. the feelings 
of faithful mmisters m this day. They experience either 
straitness, or enlargement, according as their people evince a 
disposition ~ha~ becomes the Gospel, or a s~ate of mind tending 
to obstruct Its mfluence. And therefore, If you seek nothing 
but your. own ': ~rofit," you should, by a loving, submissive, 
and obedrent spmt, .encourage the efforts of your minister, and 
impart comfort to. hrs soul. 

h 2 Cor. ii. 3:. 
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. But it is not to the present world only that this considera· 
tion must be confined. For though it is true, that a glorified 
soul can feel no grief, any more than God himself can, yet, for 
t~e purpose of impressing our. minds, this idea. may be pre­
dicated of them, as well as of h1m. · And 0 ! thmk of the joy 
with which they will present to God their obedient children in 
the last dayP, and the grief with which they will appear as 
"swift witnesses" against such as were intractable and dis· 
obedient q! Verily, their griefs will be "unprofitable indeed 
to you," when the very word which they have spoken to you 
will be found only "a savour of death" unto you, and the 
means of your more aggravated condemnation •.] 
"Suffer ye then a word of EXHORTATION"-

[How long we shall stand in our present relation to each 
other, God alone knows~ but this we know, that I must give 
up an account to God of my labours, as you also must of your 
improvement of them. 0 that I may be found faithful ! and 
may you also so improve my ministry, that I may give up an 
account of you with joy, and not with grief! Imagine not 
your work done, when you have heard the word delivered to 
you. In reality, both your work and mine is then but just 
begun. We must watch for each other, and each of us for 
ourselves. And 0! may you never have occasion for that 
painful reflection, " How have I hated instruction, and my 
heart despised reproof, and have not obeyed tlte voice of my 
teacher, nor inclined mine ear to them that instructed me • !" 
And may I so watch, and so labour, that, like the Apostle 
himself, I may " be pure from the blood of all men t ! "] 

P Isai. viii. 18. Phil. ii. 16. q Mal. iii. a. 
r 2 Cor. ii. 15, 16. 8 Prov. v. 12, 13. 
t Acts xx. 26. N. B. If this were the subject of a Visitation 

Sermon, there should be a suitable Address to Ministers also. 

MMCCCLI. 
CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES IMPROVED IN PRAYER. 

He b. :xiii. ~0, ~1. Now the God of peace, that brought again 
from the dead our LtJrd Jesus, that great Shepherd of the 
sheep, through the blood af the e'IJerlasting covenant, make 
you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in 
you that which is wetl-pleaszng in his. sight, through Jesus 
Ch.rist; to whom be glory for ever and ever.. .Amen. 

IN reading the epistles of St. Paul, we cannot but 
observe how continually he begins and ends them 
with prayer. At the same time, we cannot but be 
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struck with the extraordinary fulness and grandeur 
of his prayers. In truth, there is in them, for the 
most part, such a vast accumulation of recondite 
matter, that it is extremely difficult to obtain any 
thing like an adequate comprehension of them. His 
prayers in the epistles to the Ephesians, Philippians, 
and Colossians, are pre-eminently distinguished in 
this view. But that which I have now read, if not 
equal to the others in grandeur, is extremely inter­
esting, on account of the richness and variety of 
matter contained in it. In unfolding it to your view, 
I shall notice, 
I. His representation of the Deity, whose blessings 

he implores-
The very name which he here assigns to God is 

deserving of particular notice-
[Under the Old-Testament dispensation, Jehovah was 

more generally called " The Lord of Hosts:" but, under the 
New Testament, he is commended to us rather under the 
endearing character of the " God of Peace." Between him 
and us a reconciliation has been effected, by .the mediation of 
his dear Son--- and so perfect is that reconciliation, that 
nothing but love is felt in his bosom towards us. In truth, 
every one of his attributes finds in this mystery its sublimest 
exercise ; so that he is altogether a " God of Peace ;" not 
having any more of adverse feeling towards us, than if mercy 
had been his only attribute---] 

But what has he done to assure our souls of 
"peace?" . . 

[To death and the grave had Jesus been consigned as 
our Surety and our Substitute. And, if he had continued in 
the grave, however we might believe that he had undertaken 
for us, we could have no assurance that his sufferings had 
been accepted in our behalf. But Jehovah, having "brought 
him again from the dead," has given us a proof, that what the 
Lord Jesus has done and suffered for us, has been effectual 
for our complete redemption ---Now we see, that " that 
great Shepherd of the sheep," who " had laid down his life 
for them," is re-invested with his office, which during his im­
prisonment in the grave seemed to have been suspended · and 
"all power is given to him," to " save to the uttermost" all 
who are brought into his fold, and committed to his care. 
Now we know, that whatever they need for protection, for 
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sustenance, for healing, shall assuredly be imparted to them 
in the hour of need a:" " the lambs shall be carried in his 
bosom; and he will gently lead them that are with young b ;" 

and of those entrusted to him, he will lose not so much as 
onec: no power in the universe shall ever pluck them from his 
handsd---] 

In all that he has done for us, he has had respect 
to his own covenant-engagements- _ 

[Here I wish you to mark distinctly the exceeding fulness 
of the Apostle's mind; and the vast accumulation of important 
truth, which, apparently without any necessity, he brings to­
gether, for the purpose of more deeply impressing our minds, 
and more largely unfolding to us the great mysteries of re­
demption. Here he traces up every thing to a covenant; a 
covenant made from all eternity between the Father and the 
Son, and in due season ratified and confirmed with the Re­
deemer's blood. In that covenant, the Son of God engaged 
to assume our nature; and in that nature, to expiate our guilt 
by his own obedience unto death. The Father promised to 
accept his vicarious sacrifice, and to give him a people who 
should be his joy and his glory through eternal ages. In 
accordance with this covenant, Christ had laid down his life : 
and in agreement with it, the Father had now raised him from 
the dead, and empowered him to perfect the work he had 
undertaken. What a field of mysterious information is here 
opened to our view! Every thing connected with our salvation 
is traced. up to an everlasting covenant. Is God reconciled to 
us, and become a " God of peace ? " Has he, under this cha­
racter, "raised from the dead the Lord Jesus ? " Has he, for 
the accomplishment of his gracious purposes, invested his dear 
Son with "the pastoral office," and committed us to him as 
" his sheep ? " All has been effected in conformity with an 
everlasting covenant, and from respect to that blood by which 
the covenant was confirmed. And does not all this, at the 
same time that it opens to us the most mysterious truths, 
give us an assurance which nothing else could convey~ Yes, 
verily: for if the Lord Jesus were to suffer one of his sheep to 
be plucked out of his hand, or the Father were to refuse to 
impart to us one atom of what the Saviour has purchased for 
us, the covenant itself would be broken. But that covenant 
cannot be broken: and therefore every one, who believes in 
Christ, may be assured, that God is to him a " God of peace;" 
and that the reconciliation which has been effected shall never 
finally be dissolved.] 

a Ezek. xxxiv. 11-16, 23, 24. 
c John xvii. 12. 

b Isai. xl. 11. 
d John x. 27-30. 
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Let us now mark, 

II. The blessing itself which he solicited-
Here also is a singular accumulation of words to 

convey what might have been stated in a much 
shorter space. But the Apostle's mind was so full, 
that he could not but dilate upon the subject which 
so strongly engaged his thoughts. His general re .. 
quest was, that God would make them holy, and 
enable them to please Him who had so mercifully 
accepted them to his favour. But, 

1. He first expresses the extent of his desire for 
them-

[" This," says he in another place, "is my wish, even 
your perfection e." He would have us "perfect in every good 
work." The whole soul has been so disorganized, in relation 
to all spiritual things, that it is incapable of rendering to God 
the obedience due to him. Hence he prays, that we may be 
" fitted r," by a renovation and concentration of all our powers, 
for the execution of God's holy will. He would not have us 
to render any partial services, but an obedience perfect and 
entire. He would have us engage " in every good work," of 
whatever kind it be; without regarding either the difficulty of 
performing it, or the danger to which the performance of it 
may expose us. We should know no authority but God's; 
no standard but God's: his will should be both the rule and 
the reason of every thing that we do. And who that views 
God as reconciled towards him in the Son of his love would 
wish to curtail any one duty, or to reduce the standard which 
is here proposed? Sure I am, that a knowledge of God, as a 
" God of peace," cannot fail of engendering in us the desires 
here expressed by the holy Apostle, or of stimulating us to the 
attainment of a perfect conformity to the Divine will.] 

2. He next suggests tke- only means by which tlzat 
desire can he accomplisked-

[It is " God who must work in us both to will and to 
do." Without the operation of his Holy Spirit in us, we 
cannot even think a good thought. Hence the Apostle prays, 
that God will " work in us that which is well-pleasing in his 
sight." In addition to holy principles instilled into our minds, 
there must be powerful energies imparted to our souls : for, as 
soon might a body, every joint of which was dislocated, per­
form the common offices of life, as we with our fallen powers 

~ 2 Cor. xiii. 9. f Karapriaac. 



2351.] CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES IMPROVED" IN PRAYER. 553 

effect the will of God in all holy obedience. We must not 
hope " to please God" by any thing undertaken in our own 
strength. Nor indeed, however it be wrought in us, can any 
thing come up with acceptance before God, except "through 
Jesus Christ." His blood must cleanse our very best actions 
from the defilement that attends them; and his intercession 
must obtain for them the favour of our God. Except as 
coming before him in this way, God could not look upon the 
very best action of the best of men : " he is of purer eyes than 
to behold" with complacency any service that we can render, 
till it has been purified and presented by Christ himself. And 
I wish you to notice how carefully the Apostle strives to im­
press this upon our minds, where a common writer would 
never have thought of suggesting any such idea. 

You will notice, also, how full of gratitude the Apostle is 
to that Saviour who has thus reconciled us unto God, and 
procured for us the acceptance of our unworthy services. In 
truth, the Apostle can scarcely ever mention Christ without 
expatiating upon his excellencies, and offering to him some 
ascription of praise. Here, apparently without necessity, the 
Apostle adds, " To him be glory and dominion for ever and 
ever: Amen." And who amongst us has not his soul attuned 
to this divine and heavenly strain? Who, in the view of him 
as reconciling us to God, and as executing towards us the 
office of a Shepherd, and as procuring for us God's favourable 
acceptance both of our persons and our services ; who, I say, 
does not add his "Amen" to this; and desire, from his inmost 
soul, that all " glory and dominion" may be given to Him by 
all his creatures, both in heaven and earth ? - -- -] 
From the whole of this subject we may LEARN, 

1. What we should aspire aft'er-
[W e can scarcely conceive. any thing more comprehensive 

of real holiness, of holiness in its utmost possible extent, than 
the words before us. This is what the Apostle desired in 
behalf of all the Christian Church: and this is what every 
Christian should aspire after for himself. Beloved brethren, 
indeed Christianity does not consist in notions of any kind. 
Doubtless its foundation is laid on truths revealed by Almighty 
God: but it must have a superstructure, a superstructure 
high as heaven itself; for "our conversation must be in 
heaven," ~hither our Saviour Christ is gone before. I pray 
you, do not attempt to lower the standard of God's require­
ments. Let your labour be for " every good work;" your 
rule, "his revealed will;" your delight, "whatsoever is pleasinO' 
in his sight:" desire nothing less than this; and aim at nothing 
less: but seek to be" holy as God himself is holy," and" per­
fect as God himself is perfect."] 

VOL. XIX. 0 0 
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2. How it is to be attained-

[It is not by any worldly principles that such holiness 
can be acquired: it is by a discovery and reception of evan­
gelical truth, even by the Gospel only: and the more fully that 
Gospel is understood, the more influential shall we :find it on 
our hearts and lives. It banishes servile fear: it establishes 
the dominion of gratitude and love: it stimulates to high and 
noble exertions: it renders suffering itself a ground of joy, 
when sustained in the cause of our adorable Lord and Master. 
It even assimilates us to Christ himself. What was there 
which he did not do to effect a reconciliation between God 
and us? And what will not his followers do to express their 
love to him?· Behold St. Paul. " For the knowledge of Christ, 
he accounted all things but dung and dross." He was ready 
to die at any time, and in any manner, for the sake of Christ. 
In like manner will the saving knowledge of Christ operate on 
us also. Let this, then, be remembered by us, that Christian 
principle alone will lead to Christian practice. And in order 
to our advancement in the divine life, let us seek to know 
Christ: for then only shall we be conformed to his image, 
when we behold his glory, and the glory of God the Father 
shining forth in him.] 

END 01~ VOL. XIX. 
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