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ourselves of this privilege? Let us bear in mind, that there is 
nothing so great or so small, but it is our duty and our privi
lege to ask counsel of God respecting it. 

But though we blame Joshua for so hastily concluding a cove
nant with the Gibeonites, we highly applaud him for adhering 
to his engagement. There might indeed have been much to 
say for rescinding the. covenant: ' He had been imposed upon: 
they were not the people whom they had represented them
selves to be; nor were their cities out of the precincts of the 
promised land.' Still however, "he had sworn to them by the 
Lord God of Israel;" and therefore he considered the whole 
nation as pledged to fulfil the covenant; nor would he suffer 
the congregation to execute upon them the vengeance which 
they meditated. This was doubtless the proper line of conduct 
for him to pursue. If he had rescinded his covenant, the 
whole people of Canaan would have represented him as a 
violator of his engagements: it was therefore better to fulfil 
his hasty and unadvised agreement, than by departing from it 
to give occasion to the enemies of God to blaspheme. From 
hence we may learn our duty on all such occasions. Joshua 
had erred through haste, and a neglect of properly consulting 
God; and therefore it was right to abide the consequences. 
Had his oath indeed been like Herod's, duty would have 
required him to violate it; because an engagement to commit 
murder could not be binding upon any man: but as there was 
no such obstacle to the performance of his vows in the present 
instance, he acted the part of an upright man, who "sweareth 
to his neighbour, and changeth notg.'' Nevertheless it was 
not necessary that he should go beyond his agreement. All 
that he had promised, was, to spare their lives h: that therefore 
he adhered to : but as they had deceived him, and as it was 
necessary to pacify the congregation who were offended at the 
covenant, he reduced them all to a state of servitude, and 
made them hewers of wood and drawers of water to the whole 
congregation in the house of the This satisfi:d all :par
ties; and turned even the error whiCh he had committed, mto 
a public benefit.] 

Thus have we considered the subject with a view 
to moral instruction, particularly in reference to the 
evil of falsehood, and theimportance of seeking direction 
from God, and the indispensable necessity of fu{filling 
our engagements. We shall now consider it with a 
view to, 
II. Religious 

g Ps. xv. 4. 1t The text, with ver. 20, 
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It is thought by most commentators that the 

league made with Gibeon was typical of the admis
sion of the Gentiles into the Christian Church: but 
without insisting upon that, we may justly deduce 
from it the following instructions : 

1. That we ought without delay to seek the sal
vation of our souls-

[The Gibeonites did not wait till Joshua had invested their 
cities, but, whilst he was yet at a distance, sent to desire condi
tions of peace. They believed that God had given the whole 
land to Israel, and had ordered them to slay all the inhabitants, 
and that it was impossible to oppose them with success. They 
knew also that there was abundant evidence of God's power to 
execute all that his wisdom had decreed i, Therefore they lost 
no time in seeking to arrest the hand of vengeance, and to ob
tain life on any terms. Did they then act thus for the life of 
their bodies, and shall not we for the life of our souls ? Have 
not we as clear evidence of God's determination to destroy all 
the ungodly, as they had of the gift of Canaan to Israel? and 
are not the judgments inflicted on the rebel angels, on the old 
world, on the cities of the plain, and on the Jews themselves at 
this hour, as clear proofs of God's determination to fulfil his 
word? I say then, Learn of these heathens : learn to come to 
JEsus ere it be too late. Stay not till you are besieged by 
sickness and death; but now, whilst the enemy appears distant, 
seek a covenant of peace and life. You need not cover your 
design with falsehoods, but rather declare the whole truth: 
and come at first, as they did after their imposture was detected; 
"Behold, we are in thine hand: as it seemeth good and right 
unto thee to do unto us, dok."J 

2. That no man shall seek for mercy in vain-
[The Gibeonites,. though they obtained mercy by fraud, 

were spared from a respect for the honour of the God of Israel. 
Notwithstanding Joshua had been commanded to extirpate all, 
y~t were ~hey s~ared, when once he had inadvertently passed 
his word m therr favour. And shall not we be spared if we 
apply to the true Joshua? The Lord Jesus to whom we apply 
" came into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the 
world through him might be saved." So far therefore is mercy 
from being contrary to the ends of his mission, it is the very 
end for which he came, that he might "seek and save that 
which was lost." Nay more, he came not only to spare us but 
to bring us into ~ovenant wit~ himself, that we might be ~um
bered amongst his own pecuhar people. Hear his own word, 

i ver. 24. k ver. 25. 
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ad~resse~ to ~very one of us in his name by the Prophet 
Isruah ; I~clme your e~r, and come unto ME : hear, and your 
soul shall lzve : and I ":ill make an everlasting covenant witlt 
you, even the sure mercies of David1." If you are inclined to 
doubt whether "he will take the children's bread, and cast it 
to such a dog as you; " learn from the Canaanitish woman, 
t~at your unworthiness shall be no bar to your admission to 
his favour: only, like her, believe in Jesus; and, like her, you 
shall assuredly find acceptance with him. J\foreover, if Jesus 
once admit you into covenant with himself, not all the uni
verse shall ever prevail ~pon him to violate his engagements 
with you. If at any time he appear to frown upon you, you 
may take his covenant, and plead it with him at the throne of 
grace; "Do not abhor us for tlty name sake; do not disgrace 
tlte thr·one of thy glory; remember, break not thy covenant with 
usm." What astonishing pleas are here! And shall they be 
used in vain ? Had Joshua such respect for the honour of 
God, that he would not violate his inadvertent covenant, and 
shall not JEsus fulfil the covenant which he has ratified with 
his own blood? Surely none ever did, or ever shall, make 
application to him for mercy in vain.] 

3. That, if we would obtain mercy, we must sub
mit to the terms imposed upon us-· 

[The Gibeonites accounted it no great matter to cede their 
cities, and to spend their days in servitude, seeing that their 
lives were spared. And shall we think much of sacrificing any 
temporal interests, or of performing any self-denying duties, 
when we have reason to hope that God has spared the life of 
our souls? What if we be called to give up father and mother, 
and houses and lands, for Christ's sake; .should we not "ac
count them all as loss for Christ?" What if we be menaced 
with cruel torments and death for his sake; should we not say, 
" None of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto 
me, so that I may but fulfil his will, and finish my course with 
joy?" Had the Gibeonites demurred, they had lost the benefit 
conferred upon them: and so shall we, if we refuse to comply 
with the terms assigned us; for "whoso loveth his life, shall 
lose it." If we look for mercy at the hands of Jesus, all that 
we have, and all that we are, must be the Lord's. Our whole 
life must be a life of self-denying obedience. Hear this then, 
ye Gibeonites, who desire a covenant of life and peace : these 
are the terms, and only these, that can ever be allowed you. 
But know ye this, that though they may appear hard to flesh 
and blood, they are not really hard: on the contrary, the 
service of God is perfect freedom; and it is "better to be a 

I Isai. lv. 3. m J er. xiv. 22. 
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doorkeeper in the house of your God, than to dwell in the tents 
of wickedness." . If then ye have been awakened from your 
heathenish security, whatever terrors may have brought you to 
the feet of Jesus, bless God for them: and whatever hardships 
ye may endure in the service of your Lord, bless God for them 
also. If only ye submit to God, and take part with his people 
here, you shall have your portion with them to all eternity.] 

CCLIII. 

JOSHUA'S VICTORY OVER THE CONFEDERATE KINGS. 

Josh. x. 24, 25. And it came to pass, when they brought out 
those kings unto Joshua, that Joshua called for all the men 
of Israel, and said unto the captains of the men of war 
which went with him, Come near, put your feet upon the 
necks of these kings. And they came near, and put their 
feet upon the necks of tlwm. And Joshua said unto them, 
Fear not, nor be dismayed, be strong, and of good courage : 
for thus shall the Lord do to all your enemies against whom 
ye fight. 

THE Jewish history, considered merely as an 
history, is the most wonderful, and most instructive, 
that ever was recorded : but considered as a shadow 
of things to come, it has an interest peculiar to 
itself. The attention which it excites, is not that 
of speculative curiosity, but of practical concern : 
and every one who desires to obtain favour with 
Israel's God, feels himself bound to study it, in order 
to learn from it the character of God, together with 
the duties and privileges of his chosen people. 

Having had frequent occasion, in our discouses on 
the Pentateuch, to shew, that the figurative import 
of this history is not imaginary, but real; and that 
such an explanation. of it is strongly intimated in the 
New Test~ment ; we may dispense with any remarks 
of that kmd at present, and proceed to notice, in 
reference to the Christian's warfare, the defeat of 
the five confederate kings by, Joshua ; a full account 

- of which is given in the chapter before us. 
The things which· we shall more particularly refer 

to, are, 
I. The occasion of the confederacy-
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[The Gibeonites., who were a strong and powerful people, 
had made a league With Joshua, whilst all the other kingdoms 
of Canaan were deter?Uined to oppose him. This incensed all 
the other powers. agamst them, especially their nearer neigh
bours, who. ~on~1dered it as betraying the common interest, 
and as facihtatmg the threatened subjugation of the whole 
countr;:-. To prevent the influence of such an example, and 
to .pumsh. thQse whom they regarded as traitors, five kings 
umted theu forces to go and smite Gibeon, before they should 
be abl~ to obtain any assistance from their new ally. They 
a?cordingly went up with all possible expedition to attack the 
city, and to wreak their vengeance on its inhabitants. 

Here then we may see what usually takes place when any 
of the enemies of Christ submit themselves to him. Their 
former friends and companions consider it as a defection from 
their standard, and a dereliction of their cause; and often re
sent it with no little acrimony a:--- and though their 
opposition does not in all cases proceed to the same extremity, 
it never fails to shew itself in a way of contempt and ridicule b. 

Satan too is indignant at losing one of his vassals ; and not 
only stimulates his subjects to commence hostilities against 
them c, but labours by all possible wiles and devices to reduce 
them to their former bondaged-- -There is the same en
mity against the cause of Christ existing now as ever. As 
"the kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers took 
counsel together, against the Lord, and against his Anointed e ," 

in the days of old, and the same rage continued against all the 
Apostles and Disciples in after ages r, so must it be, and so it 
will be, as long as Satan shall be permitted to exert any in
fluence over the minds of men g : earth and hell will combine 
against the Church of Christ; and every one that enters into 
covenant with Jesus, shall have a powerful confederacy to 
contend with 11 • J 

From the occasion of that confederacy, we pro
ceed to notice, 
II. The means by which it was defeated-

[Instantly, and with great i~portunity, di~ the Gibe?nites 
make application to Joshua for timely succour'. They nghtly 
judged, that, ~aving once ~ade a covenant with t~em, h.e would 
afford them his effectual aid. Nor were they disappomted of 

a Isai. lix. 1.5 .. John xv. 19. Luke xii. 51-53. 
b 1 Pet. iv. 4. c Eph. ii. 2. d Eph. vi. 11, 16. 1 .Pet. v. 8. 
e Ps. ii. 2. fActs iv. 1-3. and v. 18, 40. and IX. 23. 
g 2 Cor. iv. 4. 2 Tim. ii. 26. 
1• Gal. iv. 29. 2 Tim. iii. 12. Eph. vi. 12. 1 vcr. 6. 
VOL. If. Q Q 
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their hope: for Joshua, without delay, gave orders to his whole 
army, and marched all night to their deliverance. 

Such is the way in which Christians also must obtain deli
verance. If they attempt to resist their enemies in their own 
strength, they will infallibly be vanquished: but if they betake 
themselves to prayer, they cannot but succeed. Prayer calls 
Omnipotence to their aid: and while it is yet offering, God will 
both hear and answer it k, Behold the Apostle Paul, how sorely 
he was- beset, how grievously he was assaulted : yet scarcely 
had he been able thrice to repeat his cry for help, before the 
Lord answered him, " My grace is sufficient for thee:" and 
immediately you behold him triumphing, as if all his enemies 
were lying prostrate at his feet1• Thus the Christian, what
ever confederacy be formed against him, has only to cry unto 
the Lord for help, saying, " I have no might against this great 
company that cometh against me, neither know I what to do;" 
and the victory will be no longer doubtful m : the devil himself 
could not stand before such a prayer as that, but would in
stantly be put to flightn. Joshua felt that there was danger 
of his coming too late: but no such danger exists in relation 
to the Christian; for his Lord is always near, a present, "a 
very p1·esent help in the time of trouble 0

• "] 

Let us next contemplate, 
Ill. The extent of that defeat-

[The confederate armies were discomfited in a moment, 
and the pursuit of them continued so long, that Joshua en
treated that the sun aud moon might be arrested in their career, 
in order to afford him light to finish the work he had begunP. 
And because the slaughter of them by the hand of Israel was 
not sufficient, God himself cast down great hailstones upon 
them, and slew more than all the host of Israel had slain with 
the sword q. All the five kings also were taken, and, after the 
captains of Israel had put their feet upon their necks, were 
slain, and hanged up on trees, as accursed monuments of God's 
wrath and indignation. Thus complete was the destruction of 
Israel's enemies by Israel's God. 

Thus shall the Christian also be enabled to say with the 
Apostle, " Thanks be unto God, who always causeth us to 
triumph in Christ! " When once he has entered into covenant 
with Christ, "sin shall no more have dominion over him:" 
"being Christ's, he shall be enabled to crucify the flesh with 
the affections and lusts:" yea, God will so give him the vic
tory, that " Satan himself shall be bruised under his feet 

k Isai. lxv. 24. 
m 2 Chron. xx. 12, 15-17. 
0 Ps. xlvi. 1. P ver. 12, 13. 

1 2 Cor. xii. 7-9. 
n Jam. iv. 7. 
q ver. 10, 11. 



253.] .JOSHUA's VICTORY OVER THE FIVE KINGS. 595 

shortlyr." See the victories granted to David in answer to his 
prayer: these were a counterpart of those recorded in the· text, 
and of those also which every true Christian shall experience 8.] 

It ~as not for the purpose of insulting over a 
vanqmshed enemy that Joshua ordered his captains 
to trample on their necks, but in order to shew unto 
Israel, what sentiments this victory should inspire ; 
and to set before their eyes, 
IV. The prospect it afforded them in all their future 

conflicts-
[Many conflicts yet remained for them, before the whole 

land would be completely subdued. But, however numerous 
or severe these conflicts might be, the people had no reason 
" to fear or be dismayed," since every enemy should be sub
dued before them in like manner, and be, as had long since 
been foretold, mere "bread for themt." 

In like manner are we also taught to regard our victories as 
pledges of future and greater conquests. Whilst we are in 
this militant state, we shall :find many enemies to encounter. 
Sometimes they may appear so formidable as almost to defY 
Omnipotence itself: but we need not fear : there are at all 
times " more with us than with them:" we shall always have 
J ehovah himself on our side : and " if God be for us, who can 
be against us ? " Our own weakness is no ground of fear ; be
cause God " will perfect his own strength in our weakness :" 
"instead of breaking the bruised reed or quenching the smoking 
.flax, he will bring forth judgment unto victory." In this light 
then let us view the menaces and assaults of all our enemies : 
they shall only be the means of displaying and magnifYing the 
power of our God. Only let us remember that encouraging 
direction, " Call upon me in the time of trouble, and I will 
hear thee, and thou shalt glorifY me ; " and then may we rest 
assured, that "no weapon which is formed against us shall 
prosper ; " yea, we may defy all the powers of earth and hell 
ever " to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord u. "] 

APPLICATION-

I. To those who put discouragements in the way 
of repenting sinners-

[Few will acknowledge themselves to be persecutors of 
the Lord's people, though there is scarcely ~ m?re com~on 
character to be found. But know, that mockmg 1s as pronful 

r Rom. xvi. 20. 
t Numb. xiv. f). 

s Ps. xviii. 4-10, 16-19, 36-40, 50. 
u Isai. liv. 17. Rom. viii. 35-39. 

QQZ 



596 JOSHUA, XI. ~3. [254. 
to the mind, as scourging is to the body x: '' and "it were bet
ter to have a millstone hanged about your neck, and to be 
cast into the sea, than that you should offend one of Christ's 
little onesY"--- If ariy think, that, because multitudes 
concur with them, they are the less in danger, I would remind 
them of Gibeon's enemies, and say, " Associate yourselves, 
and ye shall be broken in pieces; gird yourselves, and ye shall 
be broken in pieces z. "] 

2. To those who yield to discouragement-
[Think not of your own weakness, but of the power and 

grace of Christ. And if others cry out by reason of a confe
deracy, join not with them in their desponding apprehensions, 
but" sanctify the Lord of Hosts himself, and make him your 
fear, and him your dread a,"] 

x Heb, x. 33. and xi. 36. 
z Isai. viii. 9, 10. 

CCLIV. 

Y Matt. xviii. 6. 
a Isai. viii. 12, 13. 

THE CONQUEST AND PARTITION OF CANAAN. 

J osh. xi. ~3. So· Joshua took the whole land, according to all 
that the Lord said unto Moses; and Joshua gave it for an 
inheritance unto Israel according to their divisions by their 
tribes. 

THE promises of God, though often slow in their 
accomplishment, are sure to be fulfilled in due 
season. Abraham waited twenty years for the pro
mised child, till, according to the course of nature, 
there was no hope that Sarah should ever become a 
mother ; yet Isaac was born to him in due time. 
God promised to give to him and to his posterity the 
land of Canaan ; yet it was four hundred and thirty 
years before his posterity were brought out of Egypt; 
and ·forty more before they entered into Canaan ; 
and even then it was six more years before they 
obtained a quiet possession of it. Still however, the 
promise could not fail, nor did it fail in any particular. 
The accomplishment of that event is recorded in 
the words we have just read ; which will naturally 
lead us to contemplate the conquest and partition of 
the promised land. 
I. The conquest of the land-
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Beautiful is the analogy between the warfare of 
the lsrae.lit~s, and that which is maintained by every 
tr~e Chnshan. We have had repeated occasion for 
this remark before ; but the illustration of it admits 
of endless diversity. 

Mark their warfare in its various stages-
. (Behold its c?nymencement: it began with wonderful inter

posi tlons of the d1vme power in their behalf. The river Jordan 
opened to them a passage, as on dry land, at a time that it 
had overflowed all its banks: and the walls of Jericho fell down 
at the sound of rams' horns, and the people's shout: and thus 
a footing for them was gained in a way that gave all possible 
encouragement to their future efforts. In its progress they 
were left more to their own personal exertions. Great combi
nations were formed against them; and they had sometimes to 
contend with powers, which seemed likely to overwhelm them a: 
at other seasons they enjoyed comparative rest; yet were they 
never without some enemies to combat, and some conflicts to 
maintain. God had told them, that he would "not drive out 
the Cana.:·mites before them in one year, but by little and little;" 
that the beasts of the field should not multiply against them, 
and that their population might so increase as to enable them 
to occupy the land b, Hence, long after the inhabitants of the 
south were subdued, their northern enemies remained un
broken ; and some of their fiercest conflicts were reserved for a 
period when they had expected nothing but easy and progres
sive triumphs. Their last trials even seemed to be the greatest; 
for the Anakims, who were of such gigantic stature, and whose 
strong-holds were so impregnable as to intimidate all the spies 
that Moses had sent forty years before to search out the land, 
maintained themselves to the last, and were never conquered 
till all the other powers had been rooted outc. With the ex
ception of Gibeon, there was not so much as one city that 
sought peace with Joshua; all of them being given over to 
judicial blindness, that they might suffer the full punishment 
of their iniquities d. At last, however, came the completion of 
their warfare, when every enemy being subdl'l.ed, they rested 
from all their perils and fatigues, and took possession of the 
whole land. Then they reaped the fruits of all their labours; 
they occupied all the cities, enjoyed all the spoils, and sat dovn1 
in peace and safety, none making them afraid e.] 

And now contemplate the Christian's warfare
[In its commencement, the power of God is not less 

a .Josh. x . .5. and xi. 4. 
<l vcr. 1!), 20. 

b Exod. xxiii. 29, 30. 
ever. 1:1, 11. 

c ver. 21. 
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displayed than in the history before us. The transition which a 
person experiences in conversion, is justly represented in the 
Scripture as a coming" from darkness into marvellous lightf;" 
or rather, as "a passage from death to lifeg.'' What human 
power is sufficient for a change like this? St. Paul represents 
the power displayed in it as equal to that which was exhibited 
by Almighty God in raising his Son Jesus Christ from the 
dead, and in setting him at his own right hand. in heaven, 
above all the principalities and powers, whether of heaven or 
hell h, The remembrance of this is an encouragement to the 
Christian in all his future conflicts. He knows assureclly who 
it is that "hath begun the good work within him :" he is con
strained to say, "I have laboured, yet not I, but the grace of 
God that was within me : by the grace of God I am what I 
ami," In its progress the work is carried forward more appa
rently by his own exertions. He has the armour given him; 
but he is called forth to use it. His whole life is to be a state 
of warfare; and it is by fighting that he is to obtain the victory. 
He will not find any one enemy that will submit to him, till 
smitten by the sword of the Spirit, and constrained by the holy 
violence of faith and prayer. The world, the flesh, and the 
devil, will combine their forces to destroy him. There will be 
some seasons of more than ordinary temptation, when he will 
need peculiar succour from on high: and there will be other 
seasons of comparative rest: but, if Satan at any time depart 
from him, it will only be for a season, as he departed from Christ 
himselfk. As it is with the Church at large, which has times 
of persecution and times of peace 1, so is it, in a greater or less 
degree, with all the individuals that compose the Church: and 
not unfrequently has the Christian his sorest trials, either when 
he is most expecting peacem, or when his last enemy, even 
death itself, is about to be swallowed up in everlasting victory 11

• 

At last the completion of his warfare will arrive: 0 blessed sea
son, when every enemy shall be finally subdued ! Then the 
almost invincible Anakims shall be rooted out; and Satan, that 
great adversary, by whom all the rest are concentrated and led 
on to battle, shall be bruised under his feet; and he shall enjoy 
the fruit of his victories in everlasting rest.] 

The same resemblance as we have traced in re
ference to the conquest of Canaan~ may yet further 
be discovered in, 
II. The partition of it-

The land, when conquered, was divided to the 
f 1 Pet. ii. 9. g 1 John iii. 14. 
i 1 Cor. xv. 10. k Luke iv. 13. 

m Job i. 10. 2 Cor. xii. 2, 7. 

h Eph. i. 18-22. 
1 Acts ix. 1, 31. 
11 1 Cor. xv. M·. 



254.] 'l'HE CONQUEST AND PARTITION OF CANAAN. · /)!)9 

tribes by lot ; God having reserved to himself the 
whol~ ~isposa~ of it : his it was from the beginning ; 
and h1s It contmued to be; and they must all receive 
it as a gift from him. Mark here the order of events; 

1. The grant-
[God gave the land to Abraham, whom of his own· sove

reign will h~ had called out from an idolatrous people, and to 
'":horn for his own glory's sake he had revealed his will. To 
h~m, I. say, God gave the land; not for any merit that was in 
him, either seen or foreseen, but, " for the manifestation of his 
own glory." And whence is it that man is taken, in preference 
to the fallen angels 1 or whence are Christians selected from 
the whole world, which lieth under Pagan darkness or Maho
metan delusion 1 or whence are some "recovered out of the 
snare of the devil, by whom they have been led captive at his 
will," whilst others are left still in bondage to him, wallowing 
in their lusts, and enemies of all righteousness 1 Will any man 
presume to say that he "made himself to differ 0 ," or that God 
chose him for his own superior goodness, either seen or fore
seenP1 Let not that man ever speak of pride; for wherein 
could Lucifer himself exceed such presumption as this ? No : 
we must affirm with the Apostle, that" God hath chosen us 
in Christ before the foundation of the world; and that, not 
because we were holy, or because he foresaw we would be holy, 
but that we might be holy, and without blame before him in 
loveq." He, of his own sovereign will, gave his Son to us, and 
us to him r; yea, he "predestinated us also tmto the adoption 
of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good 
pleasure of llis will, to the praise of the glory of his grace, 
wherein he hath made us accepted in the Beloved •. "] 

2. The acquisition-
[This, though a gift, was yet attained by means of their 

own exertions. The common objection against the doctrines 
of predestination and e~ection is, that it encon:ages m~n to sit 
down supinely, expectmg God to do every thmg, whilst th~y 
themselves do nothing. But did Joshua and Caleb argue so; 
or was there found one single person in the whole kingdom of 
Israel that argued so 1 No ; they all knew that the gift of 

o 1 Cor. iv. 7. 
P Deut. ix. 4-6. Even such a thought is reprobated ; and how 

much more such an assertion ! 
q Eph. i. 4. r J ~hn xvii. 6, 9, 10. · . 
s Eph. i. 5, 6. It is not expedient to b~ always ~arpmg upon 

this subject ; but we must not be ashamed of 1t, or afra1d on proper 
occasions to confesf: it. 
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Canaan did not supersede the necessity of their exertions, nor 
did the efforts they used prevent it from being a gift. They 
knew that it was a gift ; and· that very consideration encouraged 
them to fight for it; and they laboured cheerfully, because they 
"knew that their labour would not be in vain in the Lord." 
Thus then it must be with us. " The covenant whereby hea
ven is made over to us, is ordered in all things and sure:" yet 
we must "fight the good fight of fitith" and " quit ourselves 
like men," if ever we would enjoy any one of its blessings. It 
is "to those who by patient continuance in well-doing seek for 
glory and honour and immortality, that eternal life will be 
given t:" nor is there one single hour on this side eternity when 
we are at liberty to put off our armour: we must "be faithful 
unto death, if ever we would obt,ain the crovm of life." The 
will of God is made known to us : every assistance is offered 
for the performance of it: in obeying it we must find our pre
sent happiness, and ensure that which is to come. This order 
of things is absolutely irreversible : " we have need of patience 
therefore, that, after we have done the will of God, we may 
receive the promise u. "] 

3. The enjoyment-
[This, though long delayed, they attained at last; and 

doubtless considered themselves as well repaid for all their 
labours. But what was their rest in comparison of that which 
God has reserved for us? Of ours David speaks, when he repre
sents God as swearing that the impenitent and unbelieving 
shall never enter into it: and in the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
this declaration of David's is brought to prove, that there must 
be some other, and better, rest than ever was enjoyed in this 
world. The rest which Joshua promised and gave to Israel in 
the land of Canaan, was only a type and shadow of that which 
God has prepared for us: "If Joshua had given them rest," 
says the Apostle, "David would not afterward have spoken of 
another day. There remaineth therefore a rest to the people 
of Godx." Now here the whole parallelism which we have 
illustrated, is marked by God himself. Their Captain has the 
very same name with ours, and was a most illustrious type of 
him: and the rest of Canaan which he gave them after all their 
conflicts, was a distinguished type of heaven ; to the everlast
ing possession of which we shall be advanced, when, under the 
direction, and by the aid of Jesus, we have subdued our spiri
tual enemies. Then all difficulties, temptations, trials, conflicts, 
will be for ever banished ; and rest in the bosom of our God 
will be our everlasting portion.] 

t Rom. ii. 7. u Heb. x. 36. 
x Heb. iv. 7-9. In ver. 8 the name "Jesus" should be tmns~ 

lated "Joshua.'' They are both the same word in the Greek. 
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Let us LEARN then from hence the issue, 
1. Of the world's impieties-
. [God ?ear~th long with sinners; and because his judgments 

agamst theu ev1l works are not executed speedily, their hearts 
are the more fully, and more securely, set in them to do evil. 
But" God is not slack concerning his promise, as some men 
count slackness." He has fixed a period beyond which h:s 
forbearance shall be exercised no longer: and then the most 
secure shall be visited, and the most powerful brought down. 
"Though hand join in hand, the wicked shall not be un
punished." 0 that the secure and thoughtless would reflect 
on this, ere it be too late! Hostility to Jesus and his people, 
whatever men may imagine, can never terminate, but in the 
destruction of those who indulge it. Beware then, Brethren, 
of hardening yourselves against God : for " who ever hardened 
himself against him and prospered?" His hand will surely 
find out all his enemies ; and every refuge of lies shall be swept 
away with the besom of destruction.] 

2. Of the saint's conflicts-
[Victory may in some cases be long held in suspense: and 

the most courageous veteran may need peculiar comforts from 
above. But the weakest shall triumph in due time; and be 
made "more than conquerors through Him that loved them." 
We readily grant, that, as the Israelites had to contend with 
"nations that were greater and mightier than they," so it is 
with us: but the issue of our conflicts shall be like theirs also. 
It is said on different occasions, that "God delivered their ene
mies into their hands;" and from thence the victory became 
certain. The same promise has he made to us; and it shall 
be fulfilled to every one of us in its season. Let not any then 
give way to unnecessary alarms. Appearances nuty be awful 
and alarming: but our consolation is, that" greater is He that 
is in us, than he that is in the world:" and, if at any time we 
be tempted to say, " 0 wretched man that I am, who shall 
deliver me?" let us instantly reply with the holy Apostle, " I 
thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord!"] 

CCLV. 
SLOTH AND LUKEWARMNESS REPROVED.a 

J osh. xviii. 3. And Joshua said unto the children of Israel, 
How long are ye slack to go to possess the land, which the 
Lord God of your fathers hath given you ? 
CONSISTENCY in religion is by no ineans an 

easy attainment. Certain duties may be performed 
a For New Year's Day. 
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with zeal, whilst others of a more difficult and self
denying nature are shamefully neglected. We admire 
and applaud the conduct of " the whole congregation 
of Israel" in relation to the tabernacle, which with 
one consent they " set up for the Lord in Shiloh," 
as soon as ever " the land was subdued before them." 
This mark of respect and gratitude, of love and devo
tion, was due to God in the first place : but should 
we not have expected, that they would immediately 
go on to complete the work which God had assigned 
them, and which they had almost brought to a suc
cessful termination ? Yet behold, there were no less 
than seven tribes out of the twelve, who had not yet 
received their inheritance, and who manifested a most 
criminal indifference respecting the possession of 
their appointed portion. This negligence Joshua 
reproves in the words which we have read : for the 
elucidation of which we shall shew, 
I. The force of the reproof as applied to them-

God had given them the land, and had so far sub
dued the inhabitants before them, that little re
mained but to go and take possession of the whole 
country. But they delayed, and their neglect brought 
a just reproof upon them ; 

1. For their indolence-
[It is manifest that they gave way to an indolent and sloth

ful spirit, which kept them from making the exertions neces
sary for the acquisition of their respective lots. Now this is 
an habit which we are all too apt to indulge, and which has a 
most injurious effect wherever it prevails. Solomon speaks of 
it as rendering a man averse to the most necessary duties, 
insomuch that " his way is always like an hedge of thorns" 
that makes his every motion difficult and painful b. Hence he 
is impoverished; "The soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath 
nothing c:" even the attainments he has made are rendered un
profitable to him through the influence of this corrupt prin
ciple : " he roasteth not that which he took in huntingd :" in 
fact, as Solomon further observes, "The desire of the slothful 
killeth him e." Now to yield to this principle at any time is 
very reprehensible ; but under their circumstances, when God 

b Prov. xv. 19. c Prov. xiii. 4. 
e Prov. xxi. 25. 

d Prov. xii. 27. 
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had done so much for them, and there remained so little for 
them to do, it was highly criminal.] 

2. For the undue satisfaction they took in their 
present comforts-

[D?ubtless their present state formed a great contrast with 
th~t wlnch they had experienced in the wilderness ; for they 
enJoyed all the rich provisions which had been treasured up for 
the use of the former inhabitants. But, because they were at 
present possessed of such abundance, they were unmindful of 
that w~ich was destined for their future and permanent support. 
Thus It frequently happens, that a present portion diverts 
men from the pursuit of an ulterior object, which would have 
more richly compensated their continued labours. Not that 
we mean to decry moderation,· for, when it is seated in the 
d:esir~s without impeding our actions, we consider it as a dis
tmgmshed virtue: but where a partial attainment of what is 
truly good, renders us indifferent to the fuller possession of 
that good, we regard that as an abuse of God's goodness to us, 
and a perversion of what he designed for our encouragement. 
In the Israelites it argued base ingratitude to God, and was a 
very shameful method of requiting all his kindness to them.] 

3. For the light thoughts which they entertained 
of their promised inheritance-

[It is evident that they did not regard it in the exalted 
light in which God had represented it to them: they tb,ought 
but little of it as an inheritance assigned to them by the Deity, 
and still less as a type and emblem of that glorious inheritance 
reserved for his people in a better world. In thi~ respect they 
are followed by the whole race of mankind. God bestows in-' 
numerable blessings on us, to lead up our minds to Him who 
gave them, and to stimulate us to the pursuit of far higher 
blessings : but we view these mercies only as they conduce to 
our present comfort, and entirely overlook the intention of the 
Donor: yea, we scarcely ever begin to think of spiritual benefits, 
till he has either withdrawn, or embittered to us our carnal 
enjoyments. In Israel, this conduct was peculiarly criminal, 
because the possession of this land had been promised to 
Abraham so many hundred years before, and had constituted 
the chief encouragement to the whole nation to devote them
selves unreservedly to the service of Jehovah.] 

The reproof however must not be confined to 
them ; we must acknowledge, 
II. The justice of it as applied to ~urselyes-

God has given to us a better mhentan~e, even 
heaven itself: and much has he done for us, m order 
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to bring us to the possession of it. We speak not 
now of those who are yet " in darkness and the 
shadow of death," but of those who have been 
"brought out of darkness into marvellous light:" 
yes~ to the greater part of them is this reproof pre
eminently due. Let it only be considered how "slack" 
the professors of religion almost universally are in 
the p)lrsuit of heaven ; how slack, I say, 

1. In reading the Scriptures-
[The sacred volume contains, not only the will which 

makes over to us the grant of this inheritance, but the title
deeds themselves, yea, a map also of the whole estate, a descrip
tion of every thing that is valuable in it, and clear directions 
for securing to ourselves the everlasting possession of it. Now 
I would ask, What would be our employment, if such a docu
ment were put into our hands in reference to an earthly 
inheritance; especially if we were called to make out our title 
to it, and our ultimate enjoyment of it depended on proofs to 
be adduced from the records themselves ? Should we not 
diligently apply ourselves to those records without loss of time? 
Should we not call in professional aid, and use every possible 
effort to establish our right? Should we find ourselves at ease 
whilst the issue of out exertions was doubtful? or should we 
waste our time in unprofitable pursuits, and thereby endanger 
the ultimate loss of our property through the craft and subtlety 
of an envious adversary? We all know how we should feel 
and act on an occasion like that. But how do we act in re
ference to the inspired volume? ([ speak not of those who 
entirely neglect the Bible; their conduct speaks loudly for 
itself: I speak of those who do occasionally read the Scrip
tures.) Do we search that blessed book with half the interest 
that we ought? Do we mark every thing in it that can assist 
us either in discovering our title to heaven, or in securing the 
attainment of it? Let us ask ourselves, whether we do not 
often find less interest in it than in a common newspaper? and, 
though for conscience sake we read a portion of it eveq day, we 
find it oftentim_es only a dead letter, and a sealed book, from 
whence we denve no real benefit. Does not this then shew 
how justly the reproof of "slackness" may be applied to us ?] 

2~ In prayer-
[Prayer is that which brings down aid from above, and 

tends, more than any thing else, to the furtherance of the 
w.ork.of God wjthin us. But 0! what a poor, cold, formal ser
VIce _1s prayer m g~neral, even among those who profess to be 
lookmg for the enJoyment of heaven! But, what if we were 
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pro~essing great ~nxiety to reach a destined port, and yet 
earned no mor~ sml than was just necessary to keep the vessel's 
head towards 1t; and every storm threatened to drive us out 
of our course; and it was often doubtful whether the currents 
had not a ~ore powerful ~nfl.uence to counteract our design, 
than the wmd to further 1t; would any one believe that we 
were in earnest? It is by prayer that we catch the heavenly 
gales, and are a~vanced to·wards the land which we pretend to 
see~: let c~nscwnce say then, whether we carry the canvass 
which we m1ght; or whether our secret aspirations justify our 
outward _professions. Who amongst us, in the view of these 
holy duties, does not even reproach himself, and almost doubt 
his- own sincerity?] · 

3. In the mortification of sin-
[In this we particularly resemble the Israelites of old. 

Because the armies of Canaan were no longer formidable to 
them, they overlooked the scattered remains which still occu
pied many strong-holds, and considered them as unworthy of 
their notice. And is it not thus with too inany amongst our
selves? We are not any longer tempted to the commission of 
gross, open, scandalous iniquities ; and therefore we rest 
satisfied with the victories we have gained, instead of prose
cuting them to the utter extirpation of our indwelling cor
ruptions. Look at many professors of religion : they will not 
be guilty of palpable dishonesty; yet will harbour covetous 
and worldly desires :_ they will not commit whoredom or 
adultery; yet will indulge much impurity in their imaginations. 
See the various parties in the Church: instead of exerting all 
their powers against their common enemy, they can waste their 
time in contending with each other: and even those who are 
united in the same Church too often weaken each other's 
hands by mutual disagreements, instead of edifying each other 
by fervent love. Do not these things shew, how lukewarm we 
are in the prosecution of our best interests? Were we in earnest, 
as we ought to be, we should account sin our only enemy; and, 
the extirpation of it would be the one labour of our lives.] 

4. In pressing forward for the prize of our high 
calling- · 

· [This distinguished the great Apostle of the Gentiles; he 
"forO'ot the things which were behind, and reached forward 
for that which was before :" and, after his example, we should 
account nothing attained, .as loll:g as. any thing remains to be 
attained : we should cons1der VICtones only as steps to future 
conquests; and thi~k it time enough to rest, when every 
enemy, even death 1ts~lf, ha~ been put under our feet. In
stead of dreading the d1ssolutwn of our earthly tabernacle, we 
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should groan for it, desiring to be dissolved, that we may be 
with Christ; yea, we should be " looking for and hasting unto 
the coming of the day of Christ," when our sanctification will 
be perfect, and our triumph complete. But, how far is this 
from being the experience of the generality of Christians ! We 
seem to cleave to life, as if a state of pain and conflict were 
preferable to that of rest and happiness. Alas ! alas ! we live 
far below our privileges : whereas, if we were as heartily 
engaged in the work of our salvation as God requires us to be, 
we should manifest in our very countenances the radiance of 
God's image, and bear about in our souls the felicity ofheaven.J 

That we may give more effect to this reproof, we 
will set before you, 
Ill. The considerations which are proper to stir us 

up to diligence-
Consider, 
L. How much time you have lost already-

[What attainments might we not have secured, if, from the 
commencement of our warlare, we had made no truce with our 
enemies, but had followed up our advantages with becoming 
zeal ! - --Many may look back for years, and yet be 
scarcely able to point out one foot of ground that they have 
gained, beyond that which was ceded to them in their first con
flicts. But we must not forget, that it is not he who begins 
well, but "he that endureth to the end, that shall be saved."] 

2. How your difficulties are increased by delay-
[Forty years after this time, the tribe of Dan had yet to 

fight for their inheritancef; and it was four hundred. years 
before the Jebusites were driven from Jerusalemg. Had all 
the tribes proceeded with united vigour to fulfil the divine 
command in its utmost extent, they would not so long have 
had to lament that their remaining enemies were as " scourges 
in their side, and thorns in their eyes." And who does not 
find, that corruptions gather strength by indulgence, and that 
graces decay for want of exercise ? "Look then to yourselves, 
that ye lose not the things that ye have wrought, but that ye 
receive a full reward h."] 

3. How certain is your success, if ye advance in 
your work-

[The promise and oath of Jehovah are on your side. If 
there were any room for doubt respecting the ultimate success 
of your labours, there would be some little excuse for lukewarm
ness : but when victory is sure, methinks the most timid person 

r J dg ... 1 u • xvm. • g 2 Sam. v. 6-8. h 2 John, ver. 8. 
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in the universe should not fear the conflict nor the weakest 
hesitate to put forth his strength. Go on then without fear· 
and "ye shall never fall, but so an entrance shall be ministered 
unto you abundantly into the everlasting kin()'dom of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christi.''] 0 

4. How richly heaven will compensate for all 
your labours-

[What was Canaan, in comparison of the rest that is 
a~ove? It is no uncommon thing for the ungodly to find fault 
With the Lord's people as too strict, and to dissuade themfrom 
the exercise of so much zeal in the cause of Christ: but what 
would they think, if, like Paul, they were caught up to the 
third heavens, and beheld for a single hour those blest abodes? 
Would they think us then too much in earnest? Would they 
not rather stand amazed at the lukewarmness of those, whom 
they now condemn as "righteous overmuch? " They themselves 
cannot but feel the full force of this appeal: much more must 
you who are engaged in the service of the Lord, be well con
vinced, that " it is good to be zealously affected always in a 
good cause." To you therefore we say, as the spies did to the 
neglectful Danites, "We have seen the land, and behold, it is 
very good: and are ye still? Be not slothful to go, and to 
enter to possess the 1and k.''] 

i 2 Pet. i. 10, 11. k J udg. xviii. 9. 

CCLVI. 
THE DISBANDING OF THE TROOPS OF ISRAEL. 

Josh. xxii. 4, 5. Now return ye, and get you unto your tents, 
and unto the land of your possession, which Moses the ser
vant of the Lord gave you on the other side Jordan. But 
takil diligent heed to do the commandment and the law, which 
Moses the servant of the Lord charged you, to love the Lord 

· your God, and to walk in all his ways, and to keep his com
mandments, and to cleave unto him, and to serve him with alt 
y()ur heart and with all your soul. 
THE duties of soldiers and of their commanders 

are well illustrated in this passage. The soldier's 
chief excellence is a prompt, steady, persevering, 
uniform obedience to the commands of his superiors, 
without regarding any difficulti~s, any dang~rs, any 
sacrifices : and amongst the chwf excellencies of a 
commander is an attention to the spiritual and eter
nal interests of those who are under his authority. 
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The 'Reubenites, Gadites, and Mana.ssites, had re
ceived their portion on the other side of Jordan on 
the express condition, that a just proportion of their 
tribes should pass over Jordan to fight in concert 
with the other tribes, and not return unto their in
heritance till the whole land should be subdued. 
This they had done ; and now that they were about 
to be disbanded, Joshua acknowledges to their honour, 
that " they had kept all that Moses the servant of 
the Lord had commanded them, and had obeyed his 
voice also in all that he had commanded them." But 
whilst he commends them for their fidelity to him, 
he endeavours to impress upon their minds a sense 
of duty and allegiance to God; and enjoins them to 
" take diligent heed to serve the Lord their God with 
all their heart, and with all their soul." 

From this parting exhortation we are led to re
mark, 
I. That a progress in holiness is above all things 

to be desired-
[Had Joshua merely judged it proper to insert an admo

nition relative to their religious duties, one or two expressions 
would have sufficed: but from the multitude of expressions 
used in the text, we see of what unspeakable importance he 
considered religion to be to every child of man. He not only 
mentions the subject first in general terms, that " they should 
do the commandment and the law," but enters particularly 
into it: they must have, as the principle of their obedience, 
the love of God: the extent of it must be to all God's ways: 
and, as to the manner of it, they must cleave to him with an . 
unalterable determination of their wills, and the most ardent 
exercise of thei·r affections--- This is holiness; but nothing 
short of it will suffice. vV e do not say that the Christian must 
be perfect: for where should we then find a Christian? but he 
must aim at perfection, and be continually pressing forwards 
for the attainment of it. This was the great object of Joshua's 
solicitude both for himself and his soldiers: this was the great 
end for which our Lord Jesus Christ died upon the cross, even 
" to purify to himself a peculiar people zealous of good works:" 
and this must be the one object for which we should desire 
to live.] 
11. That, whatever progress any person may have. 

made, he still needs to hear words of counsel 
and exhortation-. 
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. [The soldiers \':horn Joshua was disbanding had continued 
With unshaken fide~1ty to fulfil their engagements: and though 
they had been detamed from their families and possessions for 
seven years, t~ey never once murmured or repined at the delay: 
yet Joshua d1d not on that account think that his religious 
couns~ls to them were superfluous. Nor should the most 
estabhshed Christian imagine himself to be beyond the reach 

·of danger, or to have attained such eminence as not to need 
every possible help for his furtherance in the divine life. St. 
~eter, writing to those to whom "the divine power had already 
g1:ren all things that pertained to life and godliness," says, "I 
Will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of 
these things, though ye know them, and be established in the 
present truth." And indeed the counsel in our text intimates, 
that, in order to do the commandments, we must " take heed," 
yea, " take diligent heed" to them; so many are our tempta
tions to violate them, and so averse are we by nature to observe 
them--- In a general way, the truth of these observations 
will be thought so ob'.'ious, as that they scarcely deserved a 
mention: but experience proves, that they need to be insisted 
on with all possible earnestness: for, whilst· the professors of 
religion depart from open iniquity, there is in every one of 
them some besetting sin, which they are prone to cherish and 
indulge. Moreover, their blindness with respect to that sin 
is most astonishing: for, not only are they unconscious of its 
domination, but they are even ignorant of its existence tn 
them; and not unfrequently do they give themselves credit for 
that as a virtue, which others see to be their greatest defect. 
How blind are men to their pride, their vanity, their worldli
ness! How often does an angry and bitter spirit habitually 
prevail in men, who never mourn over their unchristian tem
pers, or appear even to be aware of them! - --We call 
upon all then to "be jealous over themselves with a godly 
jealousy;" and to hear the exhortations of the Gospel with an 
especial reference to themselves, searching out their own spirit, 
and striving to attain the full "rnind that was in Christ Jesus."] 

Ill. That a state of peace and prosperity is a season 
of peculiar danger-

[N ow the disbanded soldiers were retu;·ning to ~he bosom 
of their families, and the peaceful prosecutiOn of their worldly 
business: and, as Moses had long since warned them, they were 
in danger, whilst enjoying "houses which. they built not, wells 
which they digged not, and vineyards. whiCh they plan.ted not,~ 
they were in danger, I say, of forgettmg the Lord then God. 
And who does not feel how apt the mind is to yield to the 
pleasures of sense, and. to relax i.ts ardour in the pu~·suit of 
heavenly things, when It has no tnals or troubles to stimulate 

VOL. If. R R 
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its exertions? Visit the chambers of sickness, and of health; 
and see how different the same persons are under the two 
different states! View persons under painful bereavements, 
and see them afterwards in the full enjoyment of all earthly 
comforts! Truly, if we regarded heavenly things only, we 
might rather congratulate men on troubles than on the absence 
of them, and account prosperity their greatest snare. To all 
then who are looking forward to any worldly acquisitions or 
comforts, or who are now living in the possession of them, we 
would urge with peculiar earnestness the necessity of vigilance, 
lest having "begun in the Spirit, they end in the :flesh." Hear 
the exhortation of an inspired Apostle: " Follow holiness, 
without which no man shall see the Lord; looking diligentl;y, 
lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitter
ness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled a:" 
there you may see the hidden nature, the growing tendency, 
the baneful effects of sin; its effects in the heart, the Church, 
the world---·- 0 that we may be ever on our guard against 
its secret workings; and most of all on our guard, when ease 
and prosperity are administering opiates to our souls!] 
" Suffer ye then, Brethren, a word of EXHORTA

TIONb"_ 

[When ye are released from your present wrufare, and are 
dismissed to your eternal inheritance, ye will be beyond the 
reach of sin: in the bosom of your God your holiness and felicity 
will be complete. But, as long as you are in this world, you 
will need to have every word of Joshua's injunctions repeatedly 
enforced. See then to it that you " love the Lord your God," 
who has redeemed you from sin and Satan, death and hell 
---See that, from a sense of love to him, and his love to 
you, your obedience be cru:ried to its utmost possible extent; 
and strive to " be perfect even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect"--.- And, since it is certain that you 
will find many things to draw you away from him, mind that 
you " cleave to him with full purpose of heart," " abhorring 
that which is evil, and cleaving to that which is good"--
Lastly, let all your affections centre in Him, and in his ways: 
let '.' your whole heart and your whole soul" be engaged in his 
serVIce; and let the delight which you experience in fulfilling 
his will, be manifested, '' not in word and in tongue, but in 
deed and in truth;" so that your bitterest enemy, or most 
watchful observer, may have no room to doubt either -the excel
lence of your principles, or the reality of your attainments.] 

a Heb. xii. 14, 15. 
b Heb. xiii. 22. If this were on the occasion of disbanding troops, 

the commendation given by Joshua, as well as his exhortation, 
should, as far as was applicable, be insisted on. 
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. CCLVII. 

THE ALTAR OF WITNESS. 

Josh. xxii. 11, ~~. And the children of Israel1zeard say, Be
hold, the chzldren of Reuben and the children of Gad and 
the lwlf tribe of Manasseh have built an altar over against 
the land of Canaan, in the borders of Jordan, at the passage 
of the children of Israel. And ~vhen the children of Is1·ael 
heard of it, the whole congregation of the children of Israel 
gathered themselves together at Shiloh, to go 1£p to war 
against them. 

RELIGION has often been made a plea for ambi ... 
tious and bloody projects : but it never was on any 
occasion so truly and properly the ground of war, as 
in the event that is here recorded. The tribes who 
had their portion on the east of Jordan, after having 
been disbanded, came to the land of their possession: 
and, apprehending that at some future period they 
might be disowned by their brethren on account 
of their not having their inheritance in the land of 
Canaan, they built a large altar on the borders of 
their own land near Jordan, to serve as a memorial 
to all future ages, that they belonged to the tribes 
of Israel, and were the worshippers of Israel's God. 
The other tribes having no conception of an altar 
being erected but for sacrifice, regarded this as an 
act of rebellion against God, and determined instantly 
to go and punish the supposed apostates. But first 
they agreed to send an embassy, to see whether they 
could not prevail by milder methods to reclaim them 
from their wickedness. The ambassadors went; a 
convention met; an explanation took place; the mis
apprehensions were removed ; and all was speedily 
and amicably settled. 

Now this history will suggest many useful hints 
for the regulating of, 
I. National interests-

[The guestion was, in fact! of infinit~ import~ce to ~e 
whole nation. Repeated occasiOns had ansen wherem the sm 
of individuals had been visited upon the whole :Qa.tion. The 
iniquity of Achan had not long since caused the defeat of Israel'11 

RR~ 
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hosts, and the loss of six and thirty men: and, not very long 
before, the connexion of many with the Midianitish women in 
whoredom and idolatry, brought destruction on twenty-four 
thousand Israelites in one day. What then could be expected, 
but that, if these who had erected the altar should pass un
punished, God would punish all the other tribes as partners in 
their guilt~ To avert so terrible an evil was their bounden 
duty; and therefore they acted right in determining to avenge 
the quarrel of their God. But, as it was possible they might 
prevail by gentler means, they sent delegates from every tribe, 
with Phinehas at their head, to expostulate with them on their 
conduct. These were met by other delegates from the sup
posed offenders, and every thing was cleared up to their 
satisfuction: and thus the controversy was terminated to the 
unspeakable joy of all parties. 

Now in this we see how nations ought to act, whenever 
grounds of disagreement arise, and their mutual interests in
terfere. Their ambassadors should confer with each other in a 
conciliatory manner, anxious to prevent extremities, and, by 
mutual explanations and concessions, to adjust their differences. 
One thing in particular was worthy of applause in those who 
seemed disposed for war: they were intent only on the pre
vention of iniquity; and, imagining that the altar had been 
raised with a view to put the land of Gilead on a footing of 
equality with the land of Canaan, they offered to give up a 
proportionate share of their own land to those who had erected 
it, and thus to sacrifice their own interests for the preservation 
.of peace. Alas! how different is this from what is usually 
found amongst contending nations! Modern embassies are 
most frequently characterized by duplicity and concealment, by 
chicanery and finesse, and by a wanton pertinacity about 
matters of inferior moment. vV ere all actuated by the spirit 
of Israel on this occasion, were frankness on the one side met 
by patience and conciliation on the other, the earth would be 
no more deluged with blood, but the " swords would be beaten 
into ploughshares," and happiness would reign, where nothing 
but desolation and misery is seen.] 

· But this history will be further useful for the regu
lation of~ 

11. Judicial policy-
[This act was in reality an enforcing of the existing laws 

~der the direction of the civil magistrate~ for, though Joshua 
Is not mentioned, we can have no doubt but that Phinehas and 
•tyec ten princes h~d received his sanction at least, if they did 
not proceed by h1s express command. The law of God had 
plairily enjoined, that there should be only one place for God's 
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altar, and that all the tribes should offer their sacrifices tlterea. 
It also commanded, that, if any attempt should be made by 
anJ: part of Israel. to ~stablish idolatry among them, the re
mamder, after due mqmry, should cut them off·with the sword b. 

This then ~was at~ in~erference of magistrates in support of the 
laws: and It was mdispensably necessary that they should inter
fere, to prevent so fatal a schism as was likely to arise. 

We wo~ld ~1ot ~e ~derstood to say, that civil magistrates 
w.ould be JUstifi~d m usmg the sword for the prevention or pu
mshment of schism now. The true Church is not so accurately 
defined now, as that any one body has a right to assume to 
itself the exclusive privilege of being called The Church of 
Christ : nor is there any commission given to magistrates to use 
carnal weapons in the support of any particular system, either 
of doctrines or of discipline, in the Church: but where, as in 
the instance before us, there appears to be a public renun
ciation of all religion, and a profane contempt of all laws, the 
magistrate is bound to interfere; and every Christian in the 
land is bound to give him his support. Opinions are not within 
the cognizance of the civil magistrate, except when they are 
manifested in actions, or are so promulged as to endanger 
the peace and welfare of society : but, when carried to that 
extent, they justly come under his control. This vigilance 
however, though sufficiently exercised in relation to the things 
which concern the State, is but little seen in the suppression 
of profaneness and iniquity. We have laws against every 
species of iniquity; but they are not carried into effect. The 
fear of divine judgments on the land scarcely ever enters into 
the bosoms either of magistrates or people : hence, if only 
there be no flagrant violation of the peace, iniquity may pre
vail almost to any extent, without any one to vindicate the 
honour of God, or to avert his displeasure from a guilty land. 
In this respect there is an awful difference between the Is
raelites and us: insomuch that we, with all our superior ad
vantages, are not worthy to be compared with them. Yet we 
must remember, that whenever we put forth the arm of power 
for the suppressi?n of vice, our first obj~ct !llust b~, by expo.s
tulation, to reclmm ; nor must we ever mfliCt pumshment, t1ll 
milder measures have failed of success.] 

This history will be yet further useful to us in the 
regulation of~ 
Ill. Religious zeal- . 

" It is good to be zealously affecte~ always m a 
good thing :" but our zeal should particularly exert 
itself, 

a Dent. xii. 5, 7. J; Dent. xiii. 12-15. 
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1. To prevent apostasy from God-

[This was the real object of the persons who raised the 
altar : they, in a most reverential and solemn manner, called 
God to witness that they had been actuated only by a desire 
to transmit to their posterity an indelible assurance, that they 
were as truly the Lord's people, as those who dwelt in Canaan; 
and that though their land was separated from that of their 
brethren, their interests and privileges were the same. 

Here was a noble example of regard for posterity. It might 
have been better indeed to have consulted Joshua, or rather 
to have taken counsel of the Lord, respecting this measure, 
before they had carried it into execution: but holy zeal does 
not always pause to consider all possible effects and conse
quences; (though doubtless, the more tempered it is with 
wisdom, the more excellent it appears:) but God does not 
blame their conduct : and in this at least we shall do well to 
follow it, namely, by exerting ourselves in every possible way 
to transmit, and to perpetuate even to the remotest ages, the 
knowledge of God, as our God, our Father, and Redeemer. 

The other tribes also manifested a noble zeal in the same 
cause, though by different means. They were fearful that this 
altar would be the means of turning many of their brethren 
from the worship of the true God ; and they went forth at the 
peril of their lives to prev:ent it. It may be said, that these 
two were less temperate than they should have been : but, 
convinced as they were in their own judgment, their zeal was 
not at all more ardent than the occasion required. Though 
they spoke roughly, they spoke with candour, and with a per
fect openness to conviction, if any thing could be said to justify 
the act. And their offer to surrender a part of their own pos
sessions, in order to remove the temptation to which, in their 
own minds, they had ascribed the act, shewed, that they were 
actuated solely by a regard for God's. honour and for Israel's 
good. 

Here then is proper scope for all our zeal. We should re
move, as far as possible, both from ourselves and from our 
children, every temptation to apostasy from God. We should 
rebuke sin in others also, and set ourselves against it to the 
uttermost. We should shew ourselves on all occasions on the 
Lord's side; and be willing to sacrifice, not only our property, 
b~t. even life itself, in vindicating his honour, and !llaintaining 
Ius mterest in the world.] 

2. To preserve love and unity with man-
Jif '!e find somewhat to blame in each of these opposite 

parties ; m the one, an undue precipitation in buildin()" the 
altar; ~d, ir; the other, an undue hastiness in ascribing

0 
it to 

wrong mtent10ns ; we behold much, very much, to admire in 
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both. . Whe~ the accusers found themselves mistaken, they did 
not shift tp.eu ground, and condemn their brethren for impru
dence; npr, when the accused had evinced their innocence, did 
they ~o.nde;mn their accusers on the ground ofuncharitableness 
and lllJUStlce : the one were as glad to acquit .as the others 
were to be acquitted; and both united in unfeigned thankful
ness to God, that all ground of dissension was removed. 

Now it will almost of necessity sometimes happen, that the 
well-meant actions of our brethren shall be misconstrued, 
through an ignorance of their precise views and intentions: it 
may also happen, that the well-meant reproofs of our brethren 
may be founded in misconception. Here then is ample room 
for the exercise of well-tempered zeal. To avoid, on the one 
hand, unnecessary accusations, and gladly to retract them if 
they have been unwittingly adduced; and, on the other side, 
to avoid vindictive recriminations, and with pious meekness to 
satisfy the minds of any whom we may have unintentionally 
grieved ; this is the spirit which we should continually culti
vate : it should be the labour of our lives to " keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace."] 

3. To avert the divine judgments from our guilty 
land-

[It is a memorable expression which is recorded on this 
occasion; "Now ye have delivered the children of Israel out 
of the hand of the Lord c." Sin delivers us into his hand for 
punishment. Of this, the history of Israel in all ages is a deci
sive proofd. On the other hand, rep~nta~ce delivers us ozt.t of 
his hand; as was remarkably exemplified m the case of Nme
veh; which, but for the intervention of their penitence, would 
have been overthrown in forty days. But we need not go further 
than to the history before us, where this very effect is ascribed 
to the pious zeal of the Reubenites and Gadites. Happy would 
it be for us, if we all considered the effect of our conduct on the 
public welfare ! God has no pleasure in punishing his crea
tures : and he is ever ready to remove his judgments, when 
they have produced in us the desired humiliation. Let us then 
approve ourselves to him: and the11., though our .zeal. be mis
interpreted, and even our own brethren be for a t1me mcensed 
against us, our righteousness shall be ~ade to appear, and our 
labours be crowned with the approbatiOn of our God.] 

c vcr. 31. . . 
d If this be the subject of a Fast Sermon, the judgments mfhcted 

on us may be adduced as an additional proof. 
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CCLVIII. 
GOD's INTERPOSITIONS FOR US ARE OBLIGATIONS TO LOVE 

AND SERVE HIM. 

Josh. xxiii. 10, 11. The Lord your God, !te it is tltatfigMetlt 
for ymt, as he ltath pmmised you. Take good !teed therefore 
unto yourselves, that ye love the Lord your God. 

MUCH as patriotism and valour are admired, and 
deservedly as, in many instances, they have been re
warded by men, they are of no value in the sight of 
God, if they be not accompanied with true piety. 
Their utility to the state of which we are members 
is undoubted; but their moral excellence depends on 
their union with religion. Abstracted from a regard 
to God, they are a mere compound of pride and 
selfishness ; but, regulated by religion, they are in a 
high degree amiable and praiseworthy. Many bright 
examples of patriotism, united with piety, are set 
before us in the Scriptures ; but none shines with 
greater lustre than that of Joshua: when his whole 
nation was sinking under desponding fears, he en
couraged them by his unshaken fortitude and con
fidence in God a ; and when he had vanquished all 
their enemies, and put them into the quiet possession 
of the promised land, he still improved his influence 
to confirm their faith, and to establish them in the 
paths of righteousness. The words before us are 
part of his dying address to all the elders of Israel. 
In applying them to the present occasion, we shall 
shew, 
I. To whom our successes have been owing-

God has promised to interpose on behalf of those 
who wait upon him-

[His promises to hear the prayers of individuals are num
berless b. Andthe same are made also to repenting nations 0.] 

_ His interpositions on behalf of our nation have 
been signally manifest-

[W e may be led to ascribe them to the valour of our 
forces, or the skill of our commanders. But it is God who 

a Numb. xiv. 6--9. b 1u tt ·· 7 111a . vu. . c 2 Chron. vii. 14. 
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endues them both with skill and•courage, and gives the victory 
t? w~omsoever he will. Besides, there have been many peen
ha~ circumstances which owed their origin to him alone. And, 
while these mark his" providential care, they compel us to 
acknowledge that" it is he who fighteth for us d."] 

Nor are we without a hope, that his mercies to us 
have been sent in accomplishment of his promise-

[Many have mourned over the troubles of the land, and 
have made earnest intercession with God on our behalf. ·And 
though there is nothing meritorimts in their petitions, yet when 
God sends the mercies for which we have prayed, we have rea
son to hope that he has sent them in answer to our prayers.] 

Whatever may be our opinion respecting this, it 
becomes us to consider, · 

II. The improvement we should make of them
Every mercy from God is an additional obligation 

to love and serve him-
[ God has commanded us to love him with all our heart: 

and he is worthy of our supreme regard on account of the per
fections of his nature, and the dispensations of his grace. But 
he is also to be loved in a peculiar manner for hearing and an
swering our prayerse. The effect produced on the mind of 
David, should result from every expression of the divine good
ness towards us r. J 

But we are very prone to forget all his benefits-
[However earnest we may be in a season of affliction, we 

become remiss and careless when the affliction is removed. 
vV e are like metal, which is melted in the furnace, but returns 
speedily to its original hardness as soon as it is taken from the 
fire. Like the Jews we "forget the Rock that bought us." 
Even good " Hezekiah requited not the Lord according to 
all that he had done for himg." And too many amongst 
ourselves forget to pay the vows which we have offered in a 
time of trouble.] 

On this account we should take good heed to re
member them-

[N othing is more displeasing to God than ingratitude. 

d Here the particular circumstances may be mentioned, and be 
illustrated by Ps. xliv. 3. ... . . 

e Ps. ex vi. 1. r Ps. xvm. 1. With the title of the Psalm. 
g 2 Chron, xxxii. 25. 
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Nor will he overlook it even in his most highly favoured ser
vants h. But " shall we thus requite the Lord?" Let us 
rather survey with gratitude the mercies we have received. 
Let us habitually behold the hand of God in them. And let 
us anxiously inquire, " What shall I render unto the Lord for 
all the benefits that he hath done unto me?"] 
This subject may TEACH us, 

1. Where to look for future successes-
[If we look to our fleets and armies we may expect nothing 

but defeat. We are indeed to use all possible means of de
fence, but not to trust in any of them i. Our eyes must be 
directed unto God alone. "The battle is not ours but his." 
"He can save by many or by few." Were we ever so superior 
to our enemies he could bring us down like Sennacheribk; or 
if we were reduced to ever so low an ebb, he could render us 
victorious 1• And it is certain that if we "walk in pride, he 
will abase" us ; but if we humbly seek his aid, he will support 
and deliver us.] 

2. Where to look for success in our spiritual war
fare-

[Whatever external peace we might enjoy, we yet should 
have a warfare to maintain. There never will be one moment's 
truce with our spiritual enemies. The world, the flesh, and the 
devil, will incessantly fight against us; and we must conflict with 
them even to the end. But God fighteth for those who put 
their trust in him. Let us call upon him, and he will clothe 
us with armour from the arsenal of heaven m. The Captain of 
our salvation will go forth with us to the battle. He will shield 
our head, and strengthen our arm, and make us " more than 
conquerors" over all. Let us then "love him" for the victories 
we have already gained. Let us take good heed to ourselves 
that we never rob him of his glory. Let us thankfully ascribe 
our every success to him n : and begin the song which we 
shall shortly sing in heaven, " Thanks be to God who giveth 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ 0 ."] 

h 2 Chron. xxxii. 25. 
I Isai. x. 4. 
o 1 Cor. xv. 57. 

i Isai. xxii. 11. 
· m Eph. vi. 13. 

CCLIX. 

k Isai. x. 8-19. 
n Ps. cxv. 1. 

GOD's FAITHFULNESS TO HIS PROMISES. 

Josh. xxiii. 14. Behold, this day I am going the way of all the 
earth.: and ye. know in a~l your hearts and in all your souls, 
tkat not one thzng h.ath JazZed of all th.e good things which the 
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Lord your God spake concerning you; all are come to pass 
unto you, and not one thing hath failed thereof. 

IT .has been common in all ages to pay peculiar 
attention to the words of dying men : and the more 
eminent their characters were, the more regard has 
been shewn to their last instructions or advice. The 
person speaking in the text, was, in some points 
of view, distinguished even above Moses himself : 
for though Moses was the appointed instrument of 
bringing the Israelites out of Egypt, ,he was forced 
to leave them to the care of Joshua, who alone was 
commissioned to settle them in Canaan; and who was 
therefore a more illustrious type of Jesus, whose name 
he bore, and whose character he prefigured. The 
dying words of such a person, when speaking under 
the dictates of inspiration, may well be considered 
as calling for more than ordinary attention; especially 
when the scope of them was to vindicate the honour 
of God, and they were delivered in a way of solemn 
appeal to the whole nation of the Jews. But they have 
yet a further claim to our regard, because, though 
primarily applicable to those to whom they were 
immediately addressed, they are equally applicable to 
the Lord's people, in every place, and every age. 

To illustrate them in this view, we shall, 
I. Notice some of those good things which the Lord 

our God has spoken concerning us-
In order to mark, what we are principally to insist 

upon, the faithfulness of God in performing his pro
mises, we will specify some that were made, 

1. To the Church at large-
[God promised to the Church the gift of his dear Son a 

- -- the abiding presence of his Spirit b---and a final 
triumph over all our enemies c---] 

a Gen. iii. 15. Gen. xxii. 18. Deut. xviii. 18. lsai. vii. 14. and 
ix. 6. and liii. 6. Dan. ix. 24. J er. :x:xiii. 6. 

b Prov. i. 23. Isai. xxxii. 15. Ezek. xxxvi. 25-27. Jo1m xv. 26. 
John xvi. H. John xvi. 8. Zech. xii. 10. Rom. v. 5. 2 Cor. i. 22. 

c I · .. 2 ancl xxxiii. 20. and liv. 17. Jer. xxxi. 35-37. sar. xxvn. . 
Matt. xvi. 18. 
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2. To individual members in particular-
[Though the names of individuals are not specified, their 

characters are delineated, and that too in such a way, that all 
who study the sacred oracles may read, as it were, their names in 
them. There are distinct promises made to the humbled __ _ 
the weak c --- the tempted r -- - the backslidden g 

--- and especially to them that trust in God 11 ---In 
that class is every rank and order of true Christians compre
hended, "Verily it shall be well with the righteousi." 

These are "great," "exceeding great and precious, pro
mises k ;" and the persons who correspond with the different 
characters, are at full liberty to apply them to themselves.] 

Having taken a short view of the promises, we may 
proceed to, 

11. Shew the faithfulness of God in fulfilling them
There is in the minds of all who have heard the 

Gospel, a general conviction of the truth and faith
fulness of God-

[It is seen that God has already fulfilled all that he has 
promised in reference to the Chmch at h-.rge. Besides what 
he did for the Jews1, he has sent his Son; he has poured out 
his Spirit ; he has maintained his Church, notwithstanding all 
the efforts that have been used both by men and devils to 
destroy it. And from hence we feel a persuasion, that his 
word shall be fulfilled in other respects also. We do not indeed 
suffer our convictions to operate as they ought; yet we revolt 
at the idea that "God should lie m," and we know that "he 
cannot deny himselfn" ---] 

All who have ever sought after God at all, have had 
proofs of his veracity in their own experience-

[The Israelites " knew in all their hearts, and in all their 
souls," that God had fulfilled his promises to them. And are 
there any who have ever called upon him, or trusted in him, 
and not found him ready to hear their prayers, and to supply 
their wants ? If we look back to seasons of peculiar trial, shall 

d Isai. lxvi. 2. Jam. iv. 6. Isai. lvii. 15. 
e Isai. xlii. 3, 4. and xl. 11. and xli. 14, 15, 17, 18. 2 Cor. xii. 9. 

Amos ix. 9. f 1 Cor. x. 13. Heb. ii. 18. 
g Jer. iii. 14, 22. Hos. xiv. 4. 
h Isai. xxvi. 3. Ps. cxxv. I. J er. xvii. 7, 8. 

· i Isai. iii.10. k 2 Pet. i. 4. 1 J osh. xxi. 43-45. 
m Numb. xxiii .. 19. n 2 Tim. ii. 13. 
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we not fin~ some manifestations of his mercy, sufficient to 
she_w, that, 1f we have not received more from him, it has been 
owmg to our own backwardness to ask, rather than to any 
unwillingness in him to give ? - - -] · 

. Nor can the whole universe produce o~e single 
mstance wherein his promises have failed-
. [We can make the same appeal to you, as Joshua, after 

s1xty years' experience, did to the Israelites. Bring forth 
every promise from the Bible ; then search the annals of the 
~orld; and inquire of every creature in it, to find one single 
~nstance of God's violating or ~orgetting a promise: and if one 
mstance can be proved, we will consent that his word shall 
henceforth be called in question. Tell us then, To whom has 
he "been a wilderness 0 ?" What penitent, believing, and 
obedient soul hath he ever forsakenP? He himself bids you 
"testify against him q." But we defy the whole world to 
impeach his veracity, or to contradict our assertion, when we 
say, that "all which he hath promised us is come to pass; not 
one thing hath failed thereof" --- God may have delayed 
the accomplishment of his promises, or fulfilled them in a way 
that was not expected : but not one of them has ever failed.] 

ADDRESS, 

1. Those who have not considered the faithfulness 
of God-
- · [In spite of the general conviction of God's truth that 
floats upon our minds, there is a proneness in us to indulge a 
thought, that his mercy will in some way or other interpose to 
prevent the execution of his threatenings. But the veracity of 
God is pledged as much for the accomplishment of his threaten
ings as of his promises: and of this he labours in the most 
earnest manner to persuade usr. How many, alas! are now 
experiencing in hell what they would not believe when they 
were on earth! Let us learn to "tremble at God's word." 
Let us remember, that though the antediluvian scoffers said, as 
others now do, "Where is the promise of his comings?" he 
did come at last, though he bore with them a hundred and 
twenty years. And in like ~anner h_e will overwhel~ us also 
at last with the deluge of his wrath, 1f we enter not mto the 
ark before the door be shut against us--- " We are _going 
the way of all the earth " whether we be old or young, nch or 
poor: and as death find~ us, so shall we :e.main for ever. Stay 
not then till death overtake you; but J01ll yourselves to the 

0 Jer. ii. 31. 
'I Mic. vi. 3. 

P Heb. xiii. 5. Isai. xlix. 14, 15. and liv. 7-10. 
r Ezek. xxiv. 13, H. 8 2 Pet. iii. 3, 4. 
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Lord, and to his people. "Come with us, and we will do you 
good; for the Lord hath spoken good concerning Israett."] 

2. Those who are tempted to doubt his faith
fulness--

[Let not delays lead you to harbour unbelieving fears. 
God sent not his Son till four thousand years after he had an
nounced his purpose to the world: nor did he bring Israel out 
of Egypt till the time fixed in his promises was just expired. 
If a few more hours had elapsed, his promise to Abraham would 
have been broken: but God remembered the very day; and then 
inclined the rebellious Pharaoh to submit: yea, he disposed the 
Egyptians to "thrust his people out" from their land, on "the 
self-same day" that he had fixed four hundred and thirty years 
before u. Tarry then the Lord's leisure. Take the promises 
of God as your support, and " claim them as your heritage for 
everx." Be not hasty in concluding that God will not accom
plish themY; but take them with you to a throne of grace, and 
plead them as the saints of old were wont to doz: then you 
shall find them all to be "yea, and amen, in Christ a." "If 
things be marvellous in your eyes, do not imagine that they 
must therefore be so in the eyes of Godb;" for as" there is 
nothing too hard for him" to do, so there is nothing too great, 
or too good, for him to give to his believing people.] 

3. Those who are relying on his faithfulness-
[It cannot but be a source of unspeakable comfort to ob

serve, in how many passages the faithfulness of God is expressly 
pledged for the performance of his promises. Does he promise 
to forgive our sinsc, to deliver us from temptationd, to further 
in us the great work of sanctification e, and to preserve us to 
the end f? We are told in each, that he is "faithful to do it" 
for us. It is also delightful to reflect, that "his word is 
triedg." Solomon's testimony was precisely that which is given 
in the texth: and, the more we trust in God, the more evidence 
.shall we have that " he keepeth covenant and mercy to a thou
sand generationsi," But remember that his fidelity to you 
requires in you fidelity to him: it lays you under a tenfold 
obligation to "hold fast the profession of your faith without 
waveringk." See then that ye bear in mind the vows that are 

t Numb. x. 29. 
Y 1 Sam. xxvii. 1. 
a 2 Cor. i. 20. 
d 1 Cor. x. 13. 
g 2 Sam. xxii. 31. 
k Heb. x. 23. 

u Exod. xii. 51. 
Ezek. xxxvii. 11. 

b Zech. viii. 6. 
e 1 Thess. v. 23, 24. 

· h 1 Kings viii. 56. 

x Ps. cxix. 111. 
z Gen. xxxii. 12. 
c 1 John i. 9. 
r 2 Thess. iii. 3. 
i Dent. vii. 9. 
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~pon you, a~d that ye execute all that ye have undertaken 
m your baptismal covenant. Labour to be found " children · 
that will not lie ; so will He be" your faithful and almighty 
" Saviour1."] · , 

1 Isai. bciii. 8. 

CCLX. 

JOSHUA's COVENANT WITH ISRAEL TO SERVE THE LORD. 

Josh. xxiv. ~1-~7. And the people said unto Joshua, Nay; but 
we will serve the Lord. And Joshua said unto the people, 
Ye are witnesses against yourselves, that ye have chosen you 
the Lord, to serve him. And they said, We are witnesses. 
Now therefore put away, said he, the strange gods which are 
among you, and incline your heart unto the Lord God of 
Israel. And the people said unto Joshua, The Lord our God 
will we serve, and his voice tvill Wf!. obey. So Joshua made 
a covenant with the people that day, and set them a statute 
and an ordinance in Shechern. And Josh~ta wrote these words 
in the book of the law of God, and took a great stone, and set 
it up there under an oak, that was by the sanctuary of the 
Lord. And Joshua said unto all the people, Behold, this stone 
shall be a witness unto us; for it hath heard all the words of 
the Lord which he spake unto us: it shall be therefore a wit
ness unto you, lest ye deny your God. 

THE pious servants of God may be disabled 
through age and infirmities from continuing their 
personal exertions, but they never will relax their 
zeal in the service of their Divine Master; and what 
they want in effective labours, they will endeavour 
to supply by stimulating and confirming the zeal of 
others. Moses, at an advanced age, renewed with 
Israel in the land of Moab the covenant which he 
had forty years before made with them in Horeba: 
and Joshua in like manner, now that he was" waxed 
old and stricken in age," and was speedily "going 
the way of all the earth," convened all the tribes of 
Israel to Shechem, for the purpose of engag~ng them 
once more to give themselves up to God m a peJ;
petual covenant ; that so the , good effects of h1s 

a Deut. xxix. 1. 
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influence might remain, when he should have ceased 
to move them by his authority and example. 

We shall, 
I. Consider the covenant which he made with them
. The covenant itself was, that they should serve 

the Lord-
[Not contented with· requiring this of them in general 

terms, he specified the manner in which they must serve the 
Lord. They must serve him sincerely. It was not sufficient 
for them to call themselves his people, and to observe his ordi
nances with hypocritical exactness: their hearts must be fixed 
upon him; their delight must be to do his will; they must 
have no secret reserves of unmortified corruption; but must 
serve the Lord "in sincerity and truth b.'' 

They must also serve him resolutely. It might "seem evil 
to them to serve the Lord," yea, it might be accounted so by 
the whole nation; but they must be inflexible in their purpose, 
and determinately say with him, "As for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord"." 

Theymust also serve him exclusively. The admonition in the 
19th verse is variously interpreted. Some think it was an ob
jection in the mouth of an adversary, to deter persons from the 
Lord's service: others think it was a strong statement of the 
difficulties attending the Lord's service, suggested by Joshua 
for the purpose of stirring up the Israelites to more fixedness 
of purpose, and greater energy in their exertions. But we 
apprehend that the whole context determines the passage to a 
very different meaning. There were still among them some 
idols, which, though they did not worship, they valued and 
were averse to part with: and Joshua saw, that, if these were 
retained, the people would in time relapse into idolatry : he 
warned them therefore of the impossibility of their serving 
God acceptably whilst they retained these ; and assured them, 
that God would never forgive them, if they did not put away 
the things which were sure to prove to them an occasion of 
falling. The following warning in the QOth verse, and the 
exhortation in the Z3d, shew most satisfactorily, that this is 
the true meaning of the passage we refer to. God must be 
served alone: his glory will he not give to another: he is a 
"holy" God, that will tolerate no secret lust; and a "jealous 
God, that will endure no rival in our hearts, or in our hands."] 

· Having stated to them the terms of the covenant, 
he calls them to ratify and confirm it-

b ver. 14. c ver. 15. 
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[Covenants are usually signed by the parties themselves, 

a~d then attested by others, as witnesses. Thus on this occa
sion h~ calls the Israelites to confirm and ratify this covenant 
by ~heir o~ express consent, which they give in terms no less 
plam than if they had annexed to the covenant their own name 
and seal. The manner in which they do this is peculiarly worthy 
of observation : they first express their utter abhorrence of the 
ver"'t i~ea of departing from God d: and then, assigning their 
obligatiOns to Jehovah as a reason for their determination, they 
declare their fixed purpose to serve him, and him only e. Upon 
Joshua's expressing the jealousy which he entertained respect
ing them on account of their backwardness to cast away their 
idols, they renewed their declarations with increased energyf. 
Then, when reminded that they will be witnesses against them
selves, if ever they should turn aside from God, they volun
tarily engage to be witnesses, and thereby affix, as it were, to 
the covenant their signature and sealg: and lastly, on being 
required to give evidence of the sincerity of their professions, 
they renew their protestations with more strength and energy 
than everh. 

Joshua now calls other witnesses. He wrote their words 
upon the very copy _of the la:v which Mos~s ha~ deposite~ in 
the ark, that that might remam an everlastmg witness agamst 
them : and then he " took a large stone, and set it up there 
under an oak, that that also might be a witness against them," 
if ever they should depart from God : thus taking care, that, 
the covenant being fully attested, they might be convicted, and 
condemned, and be for ever without excuse before God and 
man, if they should ever forget and deny their God i.] 

The zeal which Joshua shewed on this occasion 
wfll be approved by all : we may hope therefore to 

· perform an acceptable service to you, whilst, with 
an eye to that covenant, we, 
11. Propose the same to you-

The duty of serving the Lord our God will be 
denied by none ; and least of all by. those who kn.ow 
the obligations which they owe to him for redeemmg 
them from death by the blood of his only~begotte~ 
Son--· - But we beg leave to retrace, with appli-
cation to yourselves, 

1. The engagements you have entered into-

u vcr. 16. 
g vcr. 22. 

VOL. 11. 

c vcr. 17, 18. 
h ver. 23, 24. 

ss 

r ver. 21. 
i ver. 26, 27. 
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[You are bound to serve the Lord your God, sincerely, 

resolutely, exclusively. 
There must be no dissimulation in this matter: you must have 

"truth in your inward parts:" to "call him' Lord, Lord,' will 
be of no use, if you do not the things which he says." His 
word must be the rztle, his will the reason, his glory the end of 
your obedience ---

You will find that many will account the service of God an 
"evil" thing; odious in itself, injurious to society, and con
temptible in all who addict themselves to it. You will find also 
that the great mass of nominal Christians are alienated from 
the life of God, as much as ever the Jews of old were. For 
the truth of this we appeal to the lives of all around us. Yet 
you must " not follow a multitude to do evil," or forbear to 
walk in the narrow path of life, even though the whole world 
should urge you to accompany them in the broad road that 
leadeth to destruction. Nay; .you must not only be steadfast 
yourselves, but must exert all your influence to animate and 
encourage others: you must adopt the noble resolution of 
Joshua, "As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

You must be on your guard too against harbouring any 
"idol in your heartk." Sensuality, or covetousness, or any other 
unmortified lust, will provoke God to jealousy, as much as gods 
of wood and stone : and if any one sin be willingly retained, 
any one service wilfully neglected, or any sacrifice deliberately 
withheld, we must say with Joshua, "The Lord will not for
give your transgression and your sin:" " an eye, or a hand or 
foot, retained in opposition to his command, will cause the 
whole body, and soul too, to be cast into hell:" he only that 
will "lose his life for Christ's sake, shall find it unto life 
eternal" ---] 

2. The witnesses that will attest your violation of 
them- ··· 

[You must be " witnesses against yourselves:" your own 
consciences will testifY, if, when you are convinced that it is 
your duty to serve the Lord, you continue to neglect him. 
Well are we. assured that we have even now within your own 
bosoms a witness to the truth of all that we affirm -- -
· But there Will be other witnesses against you. The word 

that we speak, the same will testify against youfin the last day: 
for it is written "in the book of God's remembrance," and re
served in the sanctuary to be brought forth as the evidence of 
God's righteousness and the ground of his procedure. I may 
add. too, The very walls wherein we are assembled will testify 

·· agamst you: to use the strong language of our text, " they 

k Ezek. xiv. 3, 4. 
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have heard all the words that have been spoken to you," the 
faithful declarations, the earnest entreaties, the rich encourage
ments: yes, " the stones out of the wall will cry out against 
you 1," if you continue to violate y~ur baptismal engagements, 
and indulge an indifference to all the subjects of your prayers. 
Times without number have you prayed, that you might " live 
a righteous, sober, and a godly life, to the glory of God's holy 
name ; " and yet, many of you at least, have either never set 
yourselves in earnest so to live, or have carelessly declined from 
the ways of God, and forgotten the vows that are upon you. 
Finally, God himself also ·will be "a swift witness against you." 
Yes, " he searcheth the heart, and trieth the reins, and will 
give to every man according to his works."] · 

APPLICATION-

[" Choose ye now whom ye will serve." To unite God 
and Mammon is impossible : " if Baal be God, serve him : 
but if the Lord be God, then serve him" - -- -] 

1 Hab. ii. 11. 

END OF VOL. 11. 
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