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not it which hath dried the sea, the waters of the great deep;
that hath made the depths of the sea a way for the ransomed
to pass over®?” Thus may you expect your greatest obstacles
to be made the very means of your preservation. Only picture
to yourselves the weary beast feeding or reclining in the fertile
valley ; and there you have the perfect image of what shall be
done for you, when once your appointed labours shall be ended:
you shall then ‘“rest for ever from your labours,” and enjoy
perfect peace in the bosom of your God.]

k Isal. Li. 9, 10.

MXVIL.

PLEADING WITH GOD.

Isal, Iziii. 15, 16. Look down from heaven, and bekold from the
habitation of thy holiness and of thy glory : where is thy zeal
and thy strength, the sounding of thy bowels and of thy mer-
cies towards me? Are they restrained? Doubtless thou art
our Father, though Abraham be ignorant of wus, and Israel
acknowledge us not : thou, O Lord, art our Father, our Re-
deemer ; thy name is from everlasting.

BEHOLD a suppliant in the presence of his God.
Draw near, my Brethren; and hear his pleadings at
the throne of grace. Surely from this you may learn
much of the condescension of your God, who suffers
himself to be so addressed; and much of your own
exalted privileges, in that, in every time of need, you
have such a God, before whom you can spread your
wants, and from whom you can obtain whatsoever
your necessities may require.

The words before us may be supposed to be uttered
by a pious Jew, mourning over the desolation of his
country during the Babylonish captivity, and plead-
ing with God for a restoration of the blessings which
it was once the high privilege of his nation to enjoy.

The whole of the Jews’ captivity in Babylon, and
of their redemption from it, was of a typical nature ;
and may well be considered as prefiguring the trials
and deliverances of God’s people in all ages. St.Paul
quotes a part of this prayer, in this very view; and
shews, that the things here implored were not con-
fined to that particular occasion, but have their
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accomplishment under the Christian dispensation®.
I may well, therefore, lead you to consider,

I. To what circumstances God’s people may be re-
duced—

The whole Bible attests, that God’s people are more

or less “ a poor and afflicted people®.”

They are exposed, like others, to temporal afflic-
tions—

[They have no exemption from troubles, either personal
or domestic. Disease, with all its attendant evils, will press on
them as well as others; and the loss of dear relatives be felt
by them as keenly as by any others. And especially if there
be misconduct in their offspring, it will be more acute and
pungent in them, in proportion as they feel the value of their -
own souls, and are concerned for the souls of those connected
with them. In addition to the common calamities of life, they
have also some as arising from religion itself. For who ever
followed the Lord fully without having a cross to bear? We
are_told, that “all who will live godly in Christ Jesus shall
suffer persecution.” And so we find it in actual experience.
From the time of Abel to the present hour, there has not been
one who was * really born after the Spirit that has not been

hated and persecuted by those who have been born only after
the fleshe.”]

To spiritual troubles, also, they are subjected in
no slight degree—

[4¢ their first turning to the Lord, they are not unfre-
quently bowed down under such a load of guilt as makes them
apprehensive that they shall never find acceptance with their
offended God. And, at subsequent periods also, they are often
“in heaviness, through manifold temptations.” Satan, their
malignant adversary, harasses them with his assaults; and
with his fiery darts inflicts a wound upon their inmost souls®,
Sometimes, too, they are made to experience the hidings of
Grod’s face, and to fear that he has utterly withdrawn hislovin g~
kindness from them® In comparison.of this, all other troubles
are light: “The spirit of a man may sustain any common -
infirmity ; but a wounded spirit who can bear?” "Even our
blessed Lord, who uttered no complaint on account of any other
sufferings, cried out by reason of this, “ My God, my Gog!
why hast thou forsaken me ?”]

* Compare chap. Ixiv. 4. with 1 Cor. ii. 9.  ® Zeph, iii. 19.
Gal. iv. 29, 4 Eph. vi. 16. ® Ps. Ixxvii. 2, 8, 7, 8, 9,
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~ But in my text we see,

II. To whom we should betake ourselves, under
such circumstances— ‘

St. James says, “Is any afflicted? let him pray.”
Prayer is the great antidote to affliction of every kind.
And here we see in what way we should approach
our God. We should draw nigh to him,

1. In a way of humble expostulation—

[Expostulation, if devoid of humility, would be most
offensive to God: for *“ God giveth not account of any of his
matters:” and to call him to our bar, would be presumption in
the extreme. Yet God is pleased to allow us to approach
him, and even to expostulate with him, provided we come to
him with real humility and contrition. Though he dwells in
the high and holy place, yet will he regard the cry of the poor
destitute ; and “from the habitation of his holiness and his
glory” supply his every want. He has a zeal for his people’s
good: he has said, that * he will plant them in the heavenly
land assuredly, with his whole heart and with his whole soul®”
He feels for them, too, as a tender parent for his child under
some great calamity. His whole soul is in a state of commo-
tion on their accounts, But, if we be under circumstances of
distress, without any immediate relief from him, he will appear
to have ¢ forsaken and forgotten us.” On those occasions,
therefore, he permits us to address him in the language of ex-
postulation: * Look down from the habitation of thy holiness
and of thy glory. Where is thy zeal and thy strength, the
sounding of thy bowels, and of thy mercies towards me? Are
they restrained?” Yes: not only will he approve of such holy
importunity, but he will never suffer such prayers to ascend in
vainh.]

2. In a way of confident affiance—

{There are times and seasons when a person, who is on
the whole pious, may, by reason of his trials, seem to be aban-
doned of his God, and scarcely be recognised as having the
divine image enstamped upon him. Thus it was with Jcb,
under his heavy and accumulated calamities. But a person
should not, therefore, cast away his confidence; but rather
hold it the faster, that it may afford him consolation and sup-
port under the pressure of his troubles. Ie may, in addition
to his expostulations with God, lay hold upon him under the
endearing relation of a Father: ¢ Doubtless, thou art our

f Jer. xxxii. 40, 41. g Hos. xi. 8. Jer. xxxi. 20
h Ps, xlii, 9—11,
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Father, though Abraham be ignorant of us, and Israel acknow-
ledge us not: thou art our Father, our Redeemer; thy name
is from everlasting.” A person may have an evidence in his
own soul that he has been adopted by God, yea, and been
born of him: he may be sure, in his own mind, that he has
been redeemed from death and hell, and been brought into the
light and liberty of God’s children: and he may look to God
as one whose “name is from everlasting,” and who will
approve himself to be “the same yesterday, and to-day, and
for ever.” O! what consolation will flow into the soul from
this recognition of God’s relation to us in our low estate! I
say, Brethren, ¢ hold fast this rejoicing of your hope firm unto
the end ;” and you will find, that with this anchor fixed within
the veil, you will outride the storm, and be brought in safety
to the desired haven.]

Let me, in conclusion, Ask,

1. What know you experimentally of this method
of pleading with God?

[The pulse does not so clearly mark the state of our
bodies, as our prayers mark the state of our souls. Many, in
their whole lives, have never thus expostulated with God; or
held fast their relation to him, as their plea for mercy. In
fact, the generality of Christians would account this to be the
most insufferable presumption. ~ But I call on you, under all
trials to which you can ever be reduced, to * encourage your-
selves in the Lord your God;” and, like Israel of old, to wrestle
with him in prayer, till you have obtained the desired blessing.]

2. What warrant have you for the confidence which
such expostulations imply ?

[Before you can say with truth, “ Doubtless, thou art our
Father, and our Redeemer,” you must have experienced the
regenerating influences of the Holy Spirit; and must have fled
to Christ for refuge, as your only hope. Others, indeed, may
not have noticed in you this change, so as fully to recognise
you under your new character: but you must be deeply con-
scious of the secret exercises of your soul before God; and
must be able to appeal to the heart-searching God, that you
have thus sought mercy at his hands. Tell me then, Brethren,
whether you can thus appeal to God? And, if your conscience
testify against you, that you are yet unregenerate, and without
an interest in Christ, let your trials be regarded by you as
messengers from the Most High, to call you into a state of
reconcibiation with him, and to save you from the troubles that
shall never end.]
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MXVIII.

IMPERFECTION OF OUR BEST SERVICES.

Isal. Ixiv, 6. We are all as an unclean thing; and all our
righteousnesses are as filthy rags.

HUMILITY is that grace which is most suited to
our condition as fallen creatures; and, that we may
be assisted in the pursuit of it, God has graciously
given us, not only promises for our encouragement,
but patterns for our imitation, and models for our
use. We cannot have any more instructive pattern
than that which is- exhibited in the repenting publi-
can, or in the returning prodigal. Of models, that
which David has left us, in the fifty-first Psalm, is
perhaps the most distinguished, and of most general
utility : but that which i1s contained in this, and part
of the preceding, chapter, excepting only some few
expressions, is almost equally applicable to the Chris-
tian world. The whole of it is a prayer drawn up by
the prophet for the use of the Jews, when they should
be in captivity in Babylon. We shall not enter into
it at large, but shall confine our attention to the
passage which we have just read, which most justly
describes our state before God,

I. In general terms—

There were many things considered asunclean under
the Jewish dispensation: and whosoever touched
them was deemed unclean; and, till he had been
purified according to the law, he was kept both from
the house of God and from all his fellow-creatures,
lest he should communicate to others the defilement
which he had contracted. Hence, when the prophet
says, “ We are all as an unclean thing,” he must be
understood to say, that we are,

1. Unclean in ourselves—

[Who can look inward for one moment, and not confess
this melancholy truth ? — — —]

2. Defiling to others—

[The whole of our intercourse with cach other tends to
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foster some vile affection, some_ ¢ earthly, sensual, or devilish”
inclination — — —]

3. In a state of separation from God and his
people—

[We have by nature no delight in God: we are averse to
his service, his worship, his people: our ‘ carnal minds are
enmity against him,” and against every thing that leads to him,
or sets him before our eyes — — —We ¢ say continually in
our hearts, Depart from us; we desire not the knowledge of
thy ways.”]

Wretched as our state appears from this represen-
tation, the prophet sets it forthin a far more humilia-
ting view,

II. By a particular comparison—

In the former clause of the text the prophet speaks
of us as we are on the whole: but in the latter part he
speaks of our * righteousnesses” only: and these he
compares to a leprous garment, which by God’s ex-
press command was to be consigned to the flames.
The truth of this comparison appears, in that all our
best deeds are,

1. Defective—

[If we measure them by a standard of our own, we may
discern no flaw in them: but the perfect law of God is that
by which they must be tried: and where has there been one
action of our lives that has fully come up to that standard?
— — — We are required to love God with all our heart,
and all our mind, and all our soul, and all our strength; and
our neighbour as ourselves: but what duty that we ever per-
formed to God or man will stand this test? — — —Hence we-
must confess, that every thing we have done has been impure

in the sight of God — — —]
2. Mixed with sin—

[Pride and self-righteousness cleave to us as long as we are
in an unconverted state; and the more exemplary our conduct
is, the more it calls forth, and seems to justify, those hateful
propensities. Let the most moral person look into his own-
heart, and see whether, instead of being filled with self-lothin
and self-abhorrence on account of his defects, he do not find a
self-preference and self-complacency arising in his heart, and
prompting him to say, like the elated Pharisee, I thank thee,
O God, that I am not as other men.” Now this is a fly, that
would render the most precious ointment offensive®, While

8 Keel, x. 1.
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such a disposition as this is harboured in our hearts, we; and
all that we do, must be hateful in the sight of God, and render
us fit only to be cast, as most abhorred objects, into the fire
of hell*.]

This subject inay be IMPROVED for,

1. Our conviction—

[We are very backward to acknowledge ourselves so
depraved as we really are. But this declaration of God is
sufficient to humble the proudest heart. It is not atrocious
sinners only that are thus vile, but ¢ aZl,” all without excep-
tion. Nor are our worst actions only thus defiled, but all
even our best; “ all our righteousnesses are as ﬁlthy rags.”
Let all then, without exception, humble themselves as  un-
clean®,” and “ viled,” and altogether destitute of any thing
that 1s good®.]

2. Our direction—

[Our own righteousness must be wholly renounced; and
all of us must enter into the kingdom of heaven on the very
same footing as publicans and harlots. This is humiliating to
our proud nature; but it must be done: for, if it would be
unseemly to introduce to an earthly monarch his bride clothed
in “ filthy rags,” mueh more would it be so to present our souls
to the heavenly Bridegroom clad in such polluted garments as
ours. St. Paul himself felt the necessity of a better righteous-
ness than his ownf; and, if ever we would find acceptance
with God, we must seek it altogether through the rlghteous-
ness of Chrlst]

3. Our comfort—

[We need not be dejected on account of the” foregomg
representation; since there is a righteousness offered to us in
the Gospel, even “° the righteousness of Christ, which is unto
all, and upon all them that believe&.” This is commensurate
with our wants: it is absolutely perfect; and it was wrought
out by HimP, in order that we might be clad in it, and * that
the shame of our nakedness might not appear’.” Rejoice

b See Lev. xiii. 47-—58. but especially ver. 55, where it was ap-
pointed, that though the plague had not spread, or changed its colour,
yet if it had eaten off the knap from the cloth, the cloth was to be
burned, because it was * fret inward.” So, though the whole con-
versation of a man be not polluted, or even wvisibly bad in any part,
vet if there be an inward disposition that is depraved, our great High
Priest, when he shall inspect our hearts, will certainly pronounce us
leprous, and execute the law upon us.

¢ Isai. vi. 5. 4 Job xL. 4. ¢ Rom. vii. 18,

f Phil. iil. 9. & Rom. iii, 22. b Dan. ix. 24.

! Rev, iii. 18. ‘
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therefore all ye who are conscious of your own depravity, and
pray to God that ¢ Christ may be made righteousness unto
youk;” and that you, both in time and in eternity, may glory
in him as “ THE LORD YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESs.”]

k 1 Cor.i. 30. 1 Jer, xxiil. 6.

MXIX.

THE CONSEQUENCES OF NEGLECTING PRAYER.

Isal. Ixiv. 7. There is none that calleth uwpon thy name, that
stirreth up himself to take hold of thee : for® thou hast hid thy
Jface from us.

MAN is encompassed with dangers from which no
human foresight can deliver him. He is oppressed
with wants which no creature can supply. It is to
God that he must look for the blessings which he
needs. But he is naturally so averse to prayer, that
he will bear all his own burthens rather than apply
to God for relief. On this account it is that so many
faint under their afflictions; and this was the ground
of God’s controversy with his people.

I. The nature of prayer—

Prayer is represented in the Scriptures by-a variety

of expressions. It is here set forth under the idea of
“ calling upon God.”

[Petitions, either with or without a form, are not worthy
the name of prayer, if they be unattended with a devout
spirit. Prayer is a work of the heart rather than of the lips:
it supposes that we feel our wants, desire to have them sup-
plllied,]and believe that God is able and willing to relieve
them. -

It is also described as a “ taking hold of ‘Go'd.”__

[God has set himself, as it were, before us in the pro-
mises, There we may lay hold on him by feith: we may address
him as the patriarch of old®. And this is the means prescribed
by God for the attainment of his blessings®.]

It is further called a “ stirring up of oneself” to lay

hold on God — -
[It isno easy thing to gain access to God in prayer. We

engage in it for the most part with much reluctance, Oyy

3 It should be translated * therefore.” Bishop Lowth,
b Gen. xxxii. 26. ¢ Isai, xxvii, 5.
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thoughts wander, ere we are aware, and in spite of our endea-
vours to fix them. We seem to lose the accustomed energy of
our minds. We need again and again to stir up our sluggish
hearts.]

When we consider the duty in this light, we shall
see reason to lament,

II. The general neglect of it—

Many live entirely without prayer—

[They are wholly occupied with worldly concerns. They
are not sensible of any spéritual wants, They rely on their
own industry for temporal advancement. They acknowledge
not before God either their sins or their necessities. ]

Others only occasionally lift up their hearts to

heaven—

{They will cry under the pressure of some heavy afflic-
tiond. But they resemble those spoken of by the prophet®:
like metal from the fire they soon return to their former hard-
ness’; after some signal deliverance too they will praise God;
but, like the Israelites, they will soon forget his mercies®.]

Some will maintain with constancy an external re -

gard to this duty—

[They will repeat their accustomed form at stated seasons,
or they will offer a few general and cold petitions; and with
this outward act they will rest satisfied. They feel no plea-
sure in the duty, but perform it as a task.]

But there are some few indeed who pray to God
aright—

[There is a remnant now, as there was in the prophets
days®. There are some who “stir up their souls to lay hold
on God.” But these are few when compared with the bulk

of mankind: they may be said comparatively to be * none”
at all.]

To counteract this evil, we proceed to set forth—

ITI. The consequences of this neglect—

The tokens of God’s displeasure, which those in
the text experienced, will be experienced by all who
neglect prayer. God will surely ¢ hide his face from
them.” |

He will not reveal to them his glory—

d Tsai. xxvi. 16. e Hos, vii. 14. f Ps, Ixxviii. 34—37.

g Ps.cevi. 11—18.

h Tsai. viii. 18. The prophet certainly did not mean to include
them in his cepsure.
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[He reveals himself to his people as he does not unto the
world!; he shines into their hearts to discover to them his
glory. But he will vouchsafe no such mercy to those who call
not upon him. His perfections are to them rather an object
of terror than of admiration. ]

He will not manifest to them his love—

[He often * sheds abroad his love in the hearts™ of those
who seek him, but the neglecters of prayer  intermeddle not
with their joyk: they are strangers to the spirit of adoption;
they rather banish God from their thoughts, and wish like the
fooll, that there were *“ no God.”]

He will not communicaté to them his blessings—

[His faithful worshippers have all the blessings of grace
and glory. But others have no part or lot with them. The
blessings they do enjoy are turned into a curse unto them;
and to eternity they must ascribe their misery to their own
neglect™]

APPLICATION—

They, who live without prayer, should consider
these things—

[This offence has been awfully marked by the indignation
of God®, How bitter must be the reflections of those who
perish through this neglect! Surely all should seek the Lord
- while he may be found.]

They also, who are formal in prayer, should lay
them to heart—

[These, as being more liable to deceive themselves, are
in greater danger. Our prayers must be fervent in order to
be effectual®.: If we would enter into heaven, we must press
into it with violence?.] ' ’

Nor should this subject ever be forgotten by those
who profess godliness— : |

i John xiv. 22, k Prov. xiv. 10.

1 Ps. xiv., 1. The words in Italics are not in the original,

- ™ If all the souls that are banished from the Divine presence were
asked, “ Wherefore has God hid his face from you ?” they must as-
sign the reason that is given in the text.

» Ps. Ixxxi, 10—12. “God gave them up :” to what? to their
enemies ? todeath ? or to immediate and eternal condemnation ? No:
to what was worse than even that, * their own hearts’ lust,” that thev
might * treasure up wrath against the day of wrath.” y
- © Jam, v. 16. P Matt. xi, 12,
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[Unless we stir up ourselves continually, we shall soon lose
the Divine presence. We cannot guard too much against for-
mality in prayer. Iet us be encouraged by God’s gracious
declaration=—]

4 Prov. xv. 8. God is not more pleased with the songs of angels
than with the sighs and groans of a contrite soul.

=

o MXX.

DANGER OF DISREGARDING GOD.

1sai. Ixv. 12—14. Because when I called, ye did not answer;
when I spake, ye did not hear ; but did evil before mine eyes,
and did choose that wherein I delighted not : therefore thus
saith the Lord God, Behold, my servants shall eat, but ye
shall be hungry : behold, my servants shall drink, but ye shall
be thirsty : behold, my servants shall rejoice, but ye shall be
ashamed : behold, my servants shall sing for joy of heart, but
ye skall cry for sorrow of heart, and shall how! for vexation

of spirit.

IN every age, and every place, God is the same:
he is the Governor of the universe, and expects obe-
dience from all his creatures, and will deal with them
in a way of approbation or displeasure, according as
they conduct themselves towards him. Whatever his
people do, either in a way of obedience or of disobe-
dience, he will notice it, in order to a suitable retri-
bution; taking into the account every thing which,
on the one hand, may either extenuate or aggravate
the guilt of the disobedient, or, on the other hand,
enhance or detract from the services of the obedient.
This is evident in the passage before us, where he
specifies his own unwearied kindness to his people as
greatly aggravating the guilt of their neglect, and as
forming a ground for his executing the heavier judg-
ments upon them.

Let us consider,
I. The evil laid to their charge—

This was indeed heinous beyond measure : for,
notwithstanding all the remonstrances of successive
prophets whom God sent to warn them of their guilt,

VOL. VIII. SS
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“ they forsook the Lord, and forgot his holy moun-
tain,” where they ought to have worshipped him: and
“ offered sacrifices to a whole troop” of worthless
idols. In this respect we, through mercy, stand on
higher ground than they. Yet, though free from
gross idolatry, we have acted altogether on the same
rebellious principle as they, in that,

1. We have followed, every one of us, our own evil
ways—

[We have not all acted in precisely the same way: some
have run into the grosser sins of drunkenness and uncleanness,
whilst others have been more decorous in their habits of life :
but we have all neglected to choose the things wherein God
did delight, and have “ chosen the things wherein he delighted
not.” To fear him, to love him, to serve him, to glorify hi,
these are the things which Giod would have approved: but how
far have they been from being the objects of our choice!— — —
A life of carelessness and indifference, of worldliness and
vanity, and of an idolatrous attachment to the things of time
and sense, thes is hateful in the sight of God: and this has been
our habit from our youth up even until now — — —] j‘

~ This we have done notwithstanding God’s incessant
endeavours to reclaim us—

{How constantly has he spoken to us in his blessed word !
‘With what warnings, and invitations, and promises, and ex-
postulations has he followed us all our days! How often has
he s%)ken to us in his providential dealings, and how often by
his Holy Spirit in-our own consciences! yet all in vain: we
have turned a deaf ear to every admonition; ** we have pulled
away the shoulder; we have refused to return ” — — — Our
Lord may well complain of us, *“ How often. would I have
gathered you, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her
wings, but ye would not!” | _

Now all this has greatly aggravated our guilt. As our blessed
Lord said of the Jews, “ If I had not come unto them and
spoken unto them, they had not had sin; but now ‘they have
no cloak for their sin,” so it may be said of us: indeed of us it
may be said in a peculiar manner, because of the plainness and
fidelity with which the whole counsel of God has been for so
many years declared unto you: verily we have in that respect
been distinguished as Capernaum of old ; and may expect to
be idté;ﬁng’u‘ished also like that city in our punishment, if we
g);lmggqto'abusg the pnvﬂeggs with which we are so hlghly
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From the evil which they committed, we proceed
to notice, '

I1. The judgments denounced against them—

Under the Jewish dispensation, the commands of
God were enforced with temporal rewards and pu-
nishments: but to us he holds forth rather such as
are spiritual and eternal. Certain it is that God will
put a difference between those who serve him, and
those who serve him not. |

He will do it in this world—

[The servants of God, as to external things, may be, and
for the most part are, in a state inferior to others: nevertheless
they have in reality an infinitely better portion than the
greatest or happiest of God’s enemies. * The very blessings of
his enemies are cursed to them,” so that ¢ in the midst of their
sufficiency they are in straits:” but the Lord’s people have
even their afflictions sanctified to them, so that they are
enabled to ““ glory in their tribulations,” and to ¢ take pleasure
in their distresses.” They have * meat to eat which the world
knows not of:” and so refreshing are their draughts from the
Fountain of living waters, that ¢ they never thirst again” for
the polluted streams which this world affords. . Their minds
are tranquil and at ease, whilst ““the wicked are like the
troubled sea which cannot rest;” #key live in higher regions,
where the storms and tempests of this lower world can scarcely
reach ; and enjoy in the light of God’s countenance a very fore-
taste of heaven itself — — —]

He will do it in the world to come—

[O! who can conceive how different from that of the
ungodly will be the lot of God’s servants there? The para-
ble of the Rich Man and Lazarus will serve to give us some
idea of it. Here the Rich Man’s state appeared to have in it
all that was desirable, whilst the destitution of Lazarus was
extreme : but how different their condition zhere! the one
banqueting at the table of his Lord, and ¢ drinking of the
rivers of pleasure which are at God’s right hand;” the other
wanting ¢ a drop of water to cool his tongue!” the one exalted
in glory on his Saviour’s throne, and filled with a complete
frmition of his God; the other ¢ weeping and wailing, and
gnashing his teeth,” in anguish, which no words can utter, no
imagination can conceive! Verily the words of my text will
then have their full accomplishment; and Zken shall every soul
understand what is comprehended in this sentence, ¢ Behold,
my servants shall eat, but ye 32}13.11 be hungry; behold, my

ss
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servants shall drink, but ye shall be thirsty ; behold, my ser-
vants shall rejoice, but ye shall be ashamed; behold, my
servants shall sing for joy of heart, but ye shall cry for sorrow
of heart, and shall howl for vexation of spirit.”]

ADDRESS—

1. Those who disregard the warnings of their God-—

[What excuse have you for this rebellious conduct? Is
there any thing unreasonable in his commands? Is he not
worthy to be feared, and loved, and served, and honoured ? and
would not your own happiness be promoted by conforming to
his will? — — — Or have you any doubt whether there be a
day of future retribution, when * he will give to every man
according to his works?” You cannot doubt of this. Why then
will you not lay to heart the warnings and the exhortations
which he sends to you from time to time? I pray you think
of the judgments here denounced against those who are dis-
obedient to his word; and ‘ flee, whilst yet ye may flee, to
the refuge that is set before you”— — -—]

2. Those who obey him in spirit and in truth—

[We cannot but observe with what peculiar delight God
contemplates the happiness of his obedient servants. No
less than four times does he repeat the words, * Behold, my
servants;” as though he had said, ¢ These are the people whom
I delight to honour; and the whole universe shall see, that
they are above all others the blessed of the Lord.” To you
then I say, think of the blessings which are here accorded to
you; and labour night and day to secure them. In particular,
consult the sacred records, and see what those things are in
which your God delights. Does he delight to honour his only
dear Son? Tet your whole soul engage in this blessed work,
looking to him for all that you want, * receiving every thing
out of his fulness,” and devoting yourselves in body, soul, and
spirit, to his service. Does God delight in holiness? Seek it
in 1ts utmost heights, that ye may * be holy as he is holy, and
perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.”]

%

MXXI.

THE NEW HEAVENS AND THE NEW EARTH.

Isai, Ixv. 17, 18. Bekold, I create new heavens, and a new

ea?'th: and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into
~ mind. But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I
. create: for, behold, I ereate Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her
. people a joy, v!
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WHEN' our blessed Saviour came into the world,
his advent was thus announced by angels to some
poor shepherds ; « Behold, I bring you glad tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people: for unto you
1s born this day, in the city of David, a Saviour, which
1s Christ the Lord.” Next to that in point of import-
ance, and next to it as a ground of joy, is the infor-
mation which I have to communicate to you this day,
relative to a new creation, in which that same adorable
Saviour will display the full benefits of his redemp-
tion, even of that redemption which, at his first advent,
he accomplished in the world: * Behold,” says God,
“I create new heavens, and a new earth.,” Permit
me, then to call your attention to,

I. The glorious prospect that is here set before us—

The language here used is doubtless exceeding
strong, more especially when we consider to what an
apparently small event it, in the first instance, refers.
It refers to the restoration and conversion of ‘God’s
ancient people, the Jews: “ 1 create Jerusalem a
rejoicing, and her people a joy.,” But, when viewed
in its connexion with all its consequences, it will be
found to deserve the title here given it, ¢ A creating
of new heavens and a new earth.”

The event itself will be most glorious—

[In a temporal view, it will be great. The Jews, beyond
all reasonable doubt, will be restored to their own land; and
enjoy there a state of prosperity not known by them even in
the most favoured periods of their history® — — —

In a spiritual view, it will be greater still. Their conversion
to God will be attended with a very extraordinary measure
of true piety? — — -— In fact, it will eclipse all that was ever
known amongst them, unless perhaps amongst a few of their
most eminent saints; ‘for the light of the moon will be as
the light of the sun, and the light of the sun seven-fold, as the
light of seven days, in the day that the Lord bindeth up the
breach of his people, and healeth the stroke of their wound®.”
As for former things, though glorious in their day, as the stars
in the absence of both sun and moon, yet they shall pass away

a Compare ver. 20—23. with Amos ix. 13—15. and Isal Ix,

17, 18.
b Ezek, xxxvi. 24—28. ¢ Isal. xxx. 26.
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so as no more to be remembered: ¢ The ark of the covenant
itself, that peculiar gymbol of the divine presence, shall no
more be visited by them, or remembered amongst them;
Jerusalem itself being the throne of the Lord?%,” and “ God -
himself the light and glory thereof®.”]

This may fitly be called “ new heavens, and a new
earth.”— =~

[So St. Peter calls it, doubtless in reference to this very
passage;  We, according to His promise, look for new hea-
vens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness®’” And
by many it is thought, that to this very period St. John refers,
when, in the Apocalyptic vision, he saw it, as it were, accom-
plished before his eyes: ‘I saw a new heaven and a new
earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed
away : and there was no more sea. And I, John, saw the holy
city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard
a great voice out of heaven; saying, Behold, the Tabernacle
of God is with men, and he will dwell with them; and they
shall be his people; and God himself shall be with them, and
be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor
crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former
things are passed away. And he that sat upon the throne said,
Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write:
for all these words are true and faithfuls.” Doubtless, in its
literal extent, this passage will never be fulfilled till we get to
heaven; because, in this world, *death” will continue to
reign, till its power shall be destroyed at the resurrection-day.
But as the destruction of Jerusalem was a type of the destruc-
tion of the wicked in the day of judgment; so will the con-
structing of the New Jerusalem be avery glorious representation
of the felicity of heaven: yea, so bright a picture will the one

be of the other, that the same language may well be applied to

both, and both be designated as *a creation of new heavens
and a new earth.”] ' '

And what, think ye, are,

II. The feelings with which it should be contem-
plated ? -

God himself declares this great event to be a source
of joy even to his own soul : “I will rejoice in Jeru-
salem,. and joy in my people:” nay, he says, that
“he will rejoice over them with joy, he will rest in his

4 The text, with Jer. iii. 16, 17. e Isai. Ix. 18, 10.
f 9 Pet. iii, 18. .
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love, he will joy over them with singing®” "~ Surely
then it becomes us to rejoice also, yea, and to shout
for joy, | S

1. For the benefits that will be conferred on God’s
ancient people—

[Long have they been the most degraded and despised
of all people. At this very day are they classed with swine,
in an impost laid upon them even by Christians! But the
day is coming when they will be the first and head of all na-
tions;  their righteousness going forth as brightness, and their
salvation as a lamp that burneth®;” and * all their enemies
bowing down themselves at the soles of their feet.” And what
is God’s command to us in reference to that event? ¢ Sing,
O ye heavens; for the Lord hath done it: shout, ye lower
parts of the earth: break forth into singing, ye mountains, O
forest, and every tree therein; for the Lord hath redeemed
Jacob, and glorified himself in Israel™.” So, in another place: .
“ Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all ye that
love her: rejoice for joy, all ye that mourn for her; that ye
may suck, and be satisfied with the breasts of her consolations;
that ye may milk out, and be delighted with, the abundance
of her glory®.”]

2. For the benefits that will accrue to the whole
world— _ ' :

[The conversion of the Jews will be the signal for
outpouring of blessings upon the rest of mankind: yea, ¢ it
shall be as life from the dead to the whole world®” And
can we contemplate this without the liveliest joy? Turn to
the 98th Psalm; and there you will see what ought to be the
feelings of universal nature, in the prospect of this great
event? — — —] |

3. For the honour that will arise to God himself—

[Then will he be glorified as he never yet was, even from
the foundation of the world. Then will all his eternal counsels
be completed, yea, and all his perfections be glorified. Did
God from eternity choose that people to himself? Did he
plant them as a beauteous olive for himself? Did he, for

h ver. 19. with Zeph. iii. 17.

i At Frankfort, in Germany, there is still (August 1827) a toll
paid by them for going over a bridge : and on the ticket which they
present is inscribed, ‘ For the passage of Jews and swine.” A line
'is indeed drawn across the word “ swine ;” but the word is as plain
and legible as ever. :

k Jsai. Ixii. 1. 1 Isai. Ix. 14, m Tsai, xliv. 23.

n Isai. Ixvi. 10, 11. ° Rom, xi, 12, 15. P Ps, Xcviil, I—9

4 Jer, xxxiii. 9.
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their unfruitfulness, break off the branches, and graft us Gen-
tilesin? And will he, in that day, graft in again his afflicted
people, and cause the whole tree to flourish in unrivalled
beauty to endless ages? Will he thus display before the
whole universe the greatness of his power, and the immuta-
bility of his grace? I say, then, the prospect of this is a just
ground of joy. The angels in heaven contemplate it with
joy*: and we also should begin that song which shall most
assuredly be sung by all the Church on that blessed occasion :
“ Praise ye the Lord, call upon his name, declare his doings
among the people, make mention that his name is exalted.
Sing unto the Lord, for he hath done marvellous things: this
is known in all the earth. Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant
of Zion: for great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst
of thee®.”] .

ADDRESS—
1. Those who have never yet tasted of this joy—

[How many, alas! are there of this description! On
account of personal and national benefits, you all have, at
some time, rejoiced: but, in the prospects we have been con-
templating, you have taken no interest. The conversion of
one single soul fills all the angels in heaven with delight;
but the conversion and salvation of millions is passed over by
you, as unworthy of a thought. See, then, how unlike ye are
to the character of real saints, and how little ye resemble
God! Indeed, indeed, if ye continue so regardless of the
happiness of God’s Church below, ye can have no hope of
participating in the blessedness of his Church above.]

2. Those who have reason to hope that this new
creation is already begun in them-—

[¢¢ Every true Christian is, in fact, a new creationt:” he
is “ God's workmanship,” as truly as the material heavens
are", Then I appeal to you, whether you have not found
occasion for joy in your own soul? Is it no ground for joy
that you have obtained reconciliation with God through the
blood of his dear Son ; and a renovation of your souls through
the operation of his Holy Spirit? Or rather, I must ask, Have
you not, * by believing in Christ, been brought to rejoice in
him with joy unspeakable and glorified*?” Then I need not
urge you to forward this same blessed work in the souls of
others: you need only be shewn how you may be instru-
mental in diffusing through the world the knowledge of
Christ, and you will of yourselves be ready to employ all that
you have, and all that you are, in this blessed causeV, ]

* Rev. xi. 15—17. & Isaik xii. 4—6. t 2 Cor.v. 17.
u Eph. ii. 10, x 1 Pet, i. 8. ¥ 2 Cor. viii, 1—4.
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MXXII.
THE EFFICACY OF PRAYER.

Isai. Ixv. 24, It shall come to pass, that before they call, I will
answer ; and while they are yet speaking, T will hear.

THERE is scarcely any thing less justly appre-
ciated than the efficacy of prayer. As a Christian
community, we acknowledge the duty of prayer; but
we regard it rather as a service to be performed
by us, than as a privilege conferred by God. In
public worship, we are satisfied with making the
responses that are put into our mouths, without ever
endeavouring to obtain and exercise a frame of mind
suited to them : decency, rather than fervour, is the
object of our pursuit; and when we have gone through
the course prescribed by the Church, we think we
have performed a service acceptable to God, though
in no single petition have we truly poured out our
soul before him. In many instances, if God were to
take us at our word, and to offer to grant us the peti-
tions we have presented to him, we should pray them
back again with tenfold greater earnestness than was
felt in their first delivery. If any person would read
carefully the various petitions in the Litany, and
compare them with the habitual desires of his heart,
he would gain an insight into the state of his soul
before God, even such an insight as at present he has
no conception of®. But prayer is, in reality, an
instrument- of great power: it can, under any cir-
cumstances, bring Omnipotence to our aid: yea, so
acceptable is it to Almighty God, that even the dis-
position to offer it shall not be overlooked: but “ it
shall come to pass,” provided we are truly sincere,
“ that before we call, he will answer; and whilst we
are yet speaking, he will hear.”

To enter into the full import of this promise, we
should consider,

a What worldly man, when uttering these words, * From all the
deceits of the world, the flesh, and the devil, Good Loxd, deliver us,”
really means what he says?
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I. To whom it is made—

To the Millennial period, in the first instance, it
most undoubtedly refers—

[The whole preceding context clearly shews this. In the
beginning of the chapter, God denounces the heaviest judg-
ments against his  rebellious people.” But, having deter-
mined not utterly to destroy them, he says, ‘ As the new wine
is found in the cluster, and one saith, Destroy it not, for a
blessing is in it ; so will I do for my servants’ sakes, that I may
not destroy them all®” — — — Then, having contrasted in
very strong terms the felicity of the faithful with the misery of
those who shall have provoked him to anger, he proceeds to
declare, that the whole nation, yea, and the whole world also,
shall be restored to his favour, and enjoy a degree of prosperity
unknown to his people, even in the most distinguished periods
of their history. So great shall be the change on earth, that
it shall be as if *“ new heavens and a new earth were created:”
and all former seasons, whether of prosperity or adversity, shall
be forgotten, as being altogether lost in the contemplation of
their present bliss®. Holiness and happiness will then reign
throughout all the Church, without intermission and without
alloy?. His Jewish people shall no more be subjected to the
judgments that have been inflicted on them. Instead of being
cut off in the midst of their days, their lives shall be so pro-
longed, that a person of a hundred years of age shall be
accounted but an infant; and if cut off at that age, he
shall be regarded as having prematurely perished under the
displeasure of an angry God. Both they and their offspring
shall be so blessed of the Lord, as to bear in every respect the
marks of his special favour; and, above all, their communion
with him shall be most sweet and intimate, and their commu-
nications from him most rich and abundante.] '

But it also belongs to the Church of God.in all
ages— R
[The prophets speak of this privilege as belonging to the
saints in their days. David, in his Psalms, is full of this sub-
ject: “ The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to
all that call upon him in truth: He will fulfil the desire of
them that fear him; he will also hear their cry, and will save
them’.” The Prophet Isaiah says, ¢ Thou shalt call, and the
Lord shall answer ; thou shalt cry, and He shall say, Here I
ame” To the same effect, the Prophet Jeremiah also speaks+

b ver, 8—10. ¢ ver. 17. 4 ver. 18, 19, with 2 Pet. 1, 13.
© e ver. 20—25, with Rev. xxi. 1—4. f Ps. cxlv. 18, 19.
& sai. Iviii. 9. AR
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* Ye shall call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me,
and I will hearken unto you. And ye shall seek me, and find
me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart?.”

Of the instances of such gracious communications there

~would be no end, if I were to attempt to enumerate all that
are recorded in the Scriptures. Let one suffice, even that of
Daniel, when he set himself, by prayer and supplication, to
obtain of God an insight into the prophecies of Jeremiah re-
lative to the termination of the seventy years' captivity in
Babylon. He gives us the account of himself:  While 1 was
speaking and praying, and confessing my sin, and the sin of
my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the
Lord my God for the holy mountain of my God; yea, while 1
was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had
seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly,
touched me about the time of the evening oblation, And he
informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am
now come forth to give thee skill and understanding. A¢ the
beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth :
and I am come to shew thee; for thou art greatly beloved:
therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision.” And
again, in the following chapter, the angel says to him, * Fear
not, Daniel ; for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart
to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words
were keard ; and I am come for thy wordsk,”

And speaks not the New Testament the same language
also? Were these privileges so richly enjoyed under the
Jewish dispensation; and are they denied to us? No: we
may “ ask what we will;” and be sure of being heard. Both
God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ will esteem them-
selves “glorified” in granting our petitions, and doing for us
whatsoever we ask™. We have only to ¢ believe that the
petitions shall be granted,” and not one of them shall be offered
in vain® Of this, I say, we may possess the fullest confi-
dence®: and if, *“our joy be not full,” the fault is altogether
our ownP?; since God, by repeated asseverations, has assured
us that we shall not ask in vain%. Kven at the moment that
we are praying, will he often manifest the acceptance of our
prayers’, and “do for us exceeding abundantly above all that
we either ask or thinks” What wilt thou that I should
do for thee? is, in fact, our Lord’s address to us all; and
he only waits to see the desire of his blessings formed in our
hearts, as the signal for pouring out upon us all the riches of

his grace.]
h Jer. xxix. 12, 13. 1 Dan. ix, 20—23. ¥ Dan. x. 12,
1 John xv. 7. m John xiv. 13, 14. » Mark xi. 24.

°© 1 Johnv. 14, 15. » John xvi. 24, - 4 Matt. vii. 7, 8.
r Acts iv. 31. s Eph, iii. 20. .
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Seeing, then, that the promise is made to God’s
people in every age, let us consider,

II. What 1t speaks to us—
It plainly declares,

- 1. How wonderful is the condescension of Almighty
God—

[When God promised to dwell in the temple which Solo-
mon had built, the pious monarch exclaimed, ¢ Will God in
very deed dwell with man on the earth?” And well may we
utter a similar exclamation, in reference to the subject before
us: “ Will God indeed hear and answer the prayers of such
insignificant and sinful worms as we ?” To this I answer, that
he surely will: nor shall the meanest or most unworthy sup-
pliant in the universe be spurned from his footstool. “ Though
he is high above all creatures, yet will he have respect unto
the lowly.” Yes, ¢ though he is the High and Holy One that
inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy, yet will he dwell
with him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, to revive the spirit
of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite :” nor
shall all the angels in heaven so occupy his attention, but that
“ he will look through all their shining ranks to the poor and
contrite man, who trembles at his word.” Noris it the prayer
only of the contrite that he will listen to; he will not despise
their desire ; their very sighs shall enter into his ears, and
their tears be treasured up in his vials. What amazing con-
descension is this! Were it but an earthly monarch that so
humbled himself, the whole world would sound with his praises:
but He, of whom these things are spoken, is King of kings,
and Lord of lords. What praises, then, should we render
unto him? Never will his grace be fully appreciated, till
we shall see the infinite distance which there is between him

and us, and the unworthiness of those to whom this mercy is
vouchsafed.] | ;

2. How inconceivable is the folly of prayerless
men—

[Thousands, who imagine that they pray, do nothing but
deceive their own souls. For what is their prayer, but a so-
lemn mockery of their God? = Let those who never pray, but
according to some form which they either read out of a book
or repeat from memory, inquire what has been the frame of
their minds in prayer; and they will find that they have, for
the most part, “ drawn nigh to God ‘with their lips, whilst
- their hearts have been far from him.” I mean not to say that

persons may not pray with, as truly and fervently as without, a
form: for they who have ever entered into the spirit of tile‘
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Liturgy, know the contrary. But no real saint ever lived with-
out pouring out before God, from time to time, many * cries
and breathings” which proceeded from the state of his own
mind, and which no written form could have furnished. And
1f this be not our habit, we are as truly prayerless, as if we had
never used even an outward form. Let me then ask of such
persons, Have you no sins to confess to God? no mercies
to implore ? no blessings to be thankful for? or have you any
other source from whence you can derive the blessings you
stand in need of? Ah! think how soon the season for prayer
will be for ever past; and how vain even the most importunate
supplications will soon be, though you should pray only for a
drop of water to cool your tongue. Be in earnest, I pray you,
and no longer deceive your own souls. Our Lord tells you,
that the mere formalist worships him in vain.” And if you
will only candidly examine the state and habit of your souls
when at a throne of grace, you shall attain a deep insight into
your real character, and shall know, with great precision, the
doom that awaits you in the eternal world. What will be
your feelings in that world, when you reflect, that when all
heaven was offered you, you would not so much as ask for it!
How will the poor ignorant heathen condemn you, when their
labours in the pursuit of happiness shall be recounted, and your
reluctance even to offer a prayer shall be adduced against you!
See the papist, with all his penances and mortifications ; will
not he also condemn you? See but a beggar, in the pursuit
of relief for his body; how urgent! how importunate! how
averse to take a denial. Shall not he also rise up in judgment
against you? Verily, the bitterest reflection in hell itself will
be, that, when the Lord Jesus Christ had purchased heaven for
you by his blood, and offered it to you freely in answer to your
prayers, you deemed the task too heavy, and the terms too
hard. May God in his mercy save you from such bitter reflec-
tions as these! And may it never be said of you, in relation
to the heavenly glory, “ They had it not, because they asked
it not.”]
3. How truly blessed are they who live nigh unto
their God in prayer—
[ They understand the subject, and can bear witness to
the truth of God in relation toit. Often have they gone to a
throne of grace oppressed with their sins, which, like an
insupportable burthen, sink them to the earth: but God has
sustained them, and given them ‘“rest unto their souls.”
They went contemplating nothing but continued and perhaps
augmented sorrows; and, ‘“ere they were aware, their souls
are made like the chariots of Ammi-nadibt:” “even before

t Cant. vi, 12,
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they called, he answered; and while they were yet speaking,
he heard.” Know ye, then, your privilege: Carry to the
Lord your every want, your every fear; and “cast all your
care on him, who careth for you.” * Commit your way to him,
and” not only shall your trials be alleviated, but ‘ your very
thoughts,” the most variable things under the whole heaven,
“shall be established.” ¢ This is the heritage of the servants
of the Lord;” and they who possess it, enjoy a heaven upon
earth. Go on, then, improving daily your liberty of access to
God; and spread before him all your wants, and  make
known with confidence your requests unto him:” so shall
“ the peace of God now rule your hearts,” and ““ God himself
be your portion, and your eternal great reward.”]

MXXIII.

THE POOR AND CONTRITE THE OBJECTS OF GOD'S FAVOUR.

Isai. Ixvi. 2. 7o this ‘man will I look, even to him that is poor
and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word.

IT often happens that accidental distinctions serve
men as grounds of confidence towards God. Many
found their hopes on no better basis than Micah
did*: the Jews in particular thought themselves
assured of the Divine favour because of God’s resi-
dence in their temple®. But God shews them the
folly of their notions®, and declares the character of
those who alone shall be considered by him with any
favourable regard :

I. Who are the objects of the Divine favour—

Men choose for their companions the rich and
gay; but those whom God regards are of a very dif-
ferent character— «

1. They feel themselves destitute of all good—

* [It is not temporal, but spiritual poverty, that distin-
guishes God’s people. They have discovered their total want of

a2 Judg. xvii. 18.
b Hence that common boast among them, Jer. vii. 4.
¢ ver. 1, 2. The import of which is, How can you think that I,
an infinite Being, who myself created those things of which you boa.sf,
- ¢an b'e allured by an earthly structure to continue my presence among
you, if you persist in your evil ways? :
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spiritual wisdom?, They are constrained to acknowledge that
they have no righteousness of their owne, and that they are
“ without stremgth” for obediencef, They unfeignedly adopt
the language of St. Pauls— Nor do they hope for mercy but
as the free gift of God®.] ‘

2. They bewail the many evils they have committed—

[They have been made to see that sin is hateful to God;
and they have felt the bitterness of it in their own conseciences.
They know experimentally the sensations of Davidi. They
lothe themselves for all their abominations®. Nor are their
convictions merely occasional or transient; they are kabitually
of a tender and ¢ contrite spirit.”]

3. They pay a reverential regard to every word of
God— |
[They dare not say like the idolatrous Jews'— They rather
resemble the man after God’s own heart™ If the word be
preached, they “receive it as the word, not of man, but of
God.”" They hear the threatenings like the meek Josiah®.
They attend to the promises with an eager desire to embrace
them. To every precept they listen with an obedient ear®.]

These, though generally considered by the world
as weak and superstitious, are not overlooked by the
Supreme Being. :

II. The peculiar regard which God shews them—

The ““eyes of God are in every place beholding the
evil and the good;” but he “ looks to” these, in a
far different manner from others. This distinguishing
favour implies,

1. Approbation of them—

[From the proud and self-sufficient Good turns his face?;
but he “despises not the broken and contrite in heart.”
Though so exalted in himself, he will not disdain to notice
them. His approbation of such characters stands recorded for

d Prov, xxx. 2, 3. ¢ Isai. Ixiv. 6.

f Rom. v. 6. 2 Cor. iil. 5. & Rom. vii. 18.

b They say not, like the servant, Matt. xviii. 26. but desire to
experience the clemency shewn to insolvent debtors, Luke vii. 42,

I Ps. xxxviii. 4, 6, 8. ¥k Ezek. xxxvi, 31. ! Jer. xliv. 16.

m Pg, exix. 161. n 2 Chron. xxxiv. 19, 27.

o Like Cornelius, Acts x. 33. and Paul, Acts xxii. 10. yea, the
angels in heaven, Ps, ciii, 20,

r Jam, iv. 6. 1 Ps.li. 17.
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ever’. His reception of the prodigal is an eternal monument
of the regard he will shew to every repenting sinner.]

2. Care over them—

[Wherever they go, his eye is upon them for good®
He watches them in order to deliver them from danger®.
He watches them in order to comfort them in trouble®. He
watches them in order to relieve them in want*. He watches
them in order to exalt them to happiness and honour?.]

3. Delight in them—

[There are none on earth so pleasing to God as broken-
hearted sinners. Their sighs and groans are as music in his
ears?’. Their tears he treasures up in his vial2. He dwells
with them as his dearest friends®. He rejoices over them as a
people in whom he greatly delightse. HJe saves them fere by
the unceasing exercise of his power?; and reserves for them
hereafter an inheritance in heavens®,]

Nor shall the fewness of such characters render
them at all less the objects of God’s regard—

[It must be acknowledged that they are but few. But if
there were only one in the whole world, God would find him
outf, Not all the splendour of heaven, nor all the acclamations
of angels, should for a moment divert God’s attention from
him. Though he were despised by all the human race, yet
should he be amiable in the eyes of his Maker. Nor should
he want any thing in time or eternity. Never shall that decla-
ration in any instance be falsified s—]

INFER—

1. How should we admire the condescension of
God !—

[If we view only the material world we may well stand
astonished that God should regard such an insignificant crea-
ture as man® But, if we contemplate the majesty of God,
we cannot but exclaim with Solomon*— Let then the declara-
tion in the text lead our thoughts up to God. Let us adore
him for so clearly describing the objects of his favour. And
let us express our admiration in the words of Davidx*—]

2. How should we desire to attain the character
that is pleasing to God !— .

r Luke xviii, 13, 14, * 2 Chron. xvi. 9. Ps. xii. 5.
u Ps. exlvii. 3. x TIsai. xli. 17, 18, 1 Sam. ii. 8.
t Ps. cii. 19, 20. 2 Ps, lvi. 8. Isai. lvii. 15,

¢ Zeph, iii. 12, 17. ¢ Ps.xxxiv.15,18,
f“To this man, &c. even to him,” &e.
h Ps. viil. 3, 4. 1 1 Kings viii, 27.

Matt. v. 3.
Ps. exxxviii. 6.
PB. CXiii. 5‘—80
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[The poor and contrite are exclusively beloved of God.
If he look on others, it is only as he did on the Egyptians:.
And how dreadful must it be to have suck an enemy! But
how delightful to have an almighty, omnipresent guardian!
Above all, how awful must it be to have kim turn his face from
us In the day of judgment! Let us then endeavour to humble
ourselves before God™. And rest assured that the promised
mercy shall in due time be fulfilled to us®.]

1 Exod. xiv. 24, 25. =™ Igai, ii. 11. 1 Jam, iv. 10.

MXXIV.

GOD DELIGHTS TO COMFORT HIS PECOPLE.

Isai. Ixvi. 10—13. Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad with
ker, all ye that love her : rejoice for joy with her, all ye that
mourn for her : that ye may suck, and be satisfied with the
breasts of her consolations; that ye may milk out, and be
delighted with the abundance of her glory. For thus saith
the Lord, Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river,
and the glory of the Gentiles like o flowing stream : then
shallye suck, ye shall be borne upon her sides, and be dandled
upon her knees. As one whom his mother comforteth, so will
I comjfort you; and ye shall be coinforted in Jerusalem.

IT is the peculiar character of the Lord’s people,
that they enter into the concerns of the Church, re-
joicing in her prosperity, and lamenting whatever
tends to her dishonour. For both these exercises of
mind there is occasion in every place and in every
age. If but one soul be added to the Church, it is a
ground of joy even to the angels in heaven, and much
more to those whose hands are strengthened by every
such accession : on the other hand, the low state of
the Church must of necessity fill every pious soul
with grief and shame. But there is a time approach-
ing, when the grounds of joywill greatly preponderate,
when there will be a vast increase of glory to the
Church, when innumerable multitudes both of Jews
and Gentiles shall flock to her standard, and “ her
peace shall flow down like a river.” It is of this
period that the prophet is speaking, both in this and
the preceding chapter: and so sudden will be its

arrival, that it will seem as if “ a nation were born in
YOL. VIII. TT
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a day.” To this period we should look forward with
joy: and whatever occasions there may be for sorrow,
on account of existing circumstances, the prospect of
such a glorious event should fill us with heavenly
consolation.

That we may enter more fully into the exhortation
in our text, we shall set before you,

.I. A general view of the consolations which God has
prepared for his people—

God delights in the character of a comforter: he
calls himself “ The Comforter of all them that are
~cast down:” yea, each person of the ever-blessed
Trinity is expressly designated by this title: « The
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is the Father
of mercies, and the God of all comfort®:” The Lord
Jesus is ¢ the Consolation of Israel®:” and the Holy
Spirit is yet more particularly made known to us as
“ The Comforter, (that other Comforter,) whom the
Father will send to us in Christ’s name®” And well .
is God set forth under this character, since he has
prepared most abundant and “ everlasting consola-
tion” for us, ‘

1. In the work and offices of his Son—

[What is there which fallen man can want, that is not
~ treasured up for us in the Lord Jesus Christ? Are we igno-
‘rant, guilty, polluted, and enslaved? ¢ Christ is of God made

unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and
redemption®:” he is a Priest, on purpose to make atonement
for us; a Prophet, on purpose to teach us by his word -and
‘Spirit; a King, on purpose that he may rule over us and in
us. In a word, there is “ all fulness treasured up in Hime,”
in order that we may. ¢ receive out of His fulness grace for
gracet.” HHence the Apostle, assuming it as an obvious and
acknowledged truth, urges it as a motive to universal love;
¢ If there be any consolation in Christ, fulfil ye myjoy,” being
‘allin perfect unity with each others,] ,

2. In the fulness and stability of his covenant—
[The “ everlasting covenant,” which from all eternity was
made between the Father and the Son, was *“ ordered in all

2 9 Cor. i. 3. b Luke ii. 25. ¢ John xiv. 16, 26.
4 1 Cor. i. 30. e Col. i. 19. f John i. 16.
& Phil. ii. 1, 2,
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things and sure™” There is not any thing we desire, but
there is the most abundant provision made for it by many and
repeated promises, all of which he has confirmed to us by the
most solemn oath. Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth!
Jehovah covenants; Jehovah swears! And wherefore does he
so condescend to the infirmities of men? Isit to guard against
a versatility of mind on his part? No; but to comfort us under
our fears of his displeasure: “ being willing more abundantly
to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his
counsel, he confirmed it with an oath, that by two immutable
things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might
have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge, to lay hold
of the hope set before usi.”]

3. In the richness and variety of his ordinances—

[God does not merely permit us to approach him, but has
commanded us to come to his footstool, and to make known to
him our requests in every possible situation and circumstance
of life, He has appointed ordinances, public, private, social,
assuring us, that, if we  draw nigh to him, he will draw nigh
to us,” and ‘ do exceeding abundantly for us above all that
we can ask or think.” These ordinances are beautifully repre-
sented in our text as * breasts aof consolation, which we may
suck and be satisfied with, yea, from which we may milk out
and be delighted with an abundance of glory.” And here let
me ask the people of the Lord, Whether God has not “ spread
for them, as for his people of old, a table in the wilderness;”
and abundantly blessed to them the provisions of his house?
whether ¢ their weary souls have not been satiated, and their
sorrowful souls replenished?” whether in these seasons “ light
has not often arisen to them in obscurity, and their darkness
been made as the noon day?” and especially, whether at the
table of the Lord, when they have been feeding on the body
and blood of their crucified Saviour, they have not often found
“ his body to be bread indeed, and his blood to be drink
indeed?” Yes; in reading his word, and in communion with
him, the soul enjoys a feast of fat things, of fat things full of
marrow, of wine on the lees well refined®;” and those who
have most frequented “ his banqueting house,” have most found
“ his banner over them to be lovel,”]

4. In the gifts and trials of his Ministers—
[Various are the gifts with which the Lord endows his
servants™, that he may thereby adapt his word to the neces-
sities of all®: and the particular commission which he gives to
every one of them is, * Comfort ye, comfort ye my people;

h 2 Sam. xxiil. 5. 1 Heb, vi. 17, 18. k Jsai. xxv. 6.
1 Cent. ii. 3, 4.’ m 1 Cor. xii. 8—11. » Eph, iv. 11—13.
TT?2



644 ISAIAH, LXVL 10—13. [1024.

speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem®: ¢ Strengthen ye the weak
hands, and confirm the feeble knees, and say to them that are
of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not; your God will come
and save you?.,” He chooses to speak to us by men, rather
than by angels; because they, by their own experience of the
bitterness of sin and of the consolations of the Gospel, are
able to testify of ¢ the things which they have heard, and seen,
and handled?;” and can speak with tenderness and compassion
to others, from a sense of their own great and manifold infir-
mities™. It usually happens, too, that those ministers who are
made most useful to the Church of God have themselves been
brought into deep waters, and been subjected to many trials;
God “giving them thereby the tongue of the learned,” and
qualifying them to * speak a word in season ” to persons in all
the varied circumstances of life, To this St. Paul ascribes
both the trials and consolations which had so greatly abounded
in his experience: * God,” says he,  comforteth us in all our
tribulations, that we may be able to comfort them which are in
any trouble with the same comfort wherewith we ourselves are
comforted of God. And whether we be afflicted, it is for
your consolation and salvation; or whether we be comforted,
it is for your consolation and salvation®.”]

But, if we. would justly appreciate the consolations
prepared for us, let us take,

II. A more particular view of them, as represented
in the image before us—

The images in the Holy Scriptures have this dis-
tinguished excellence, that they bring home to the
comprehension and the feelings of every man truths
which are at once the most exalted and most inte-
resting that can be presented to our view. It is quite
erroneous to suppose, that, because an image is com-
mon, it is therefore unfit to be a vehicle of Divine
truth; we should rather say, it is therefore the most
proper for illustrating such things as are analogous to
it. Theidea of a little infant sycking at his mother’s
breast, and borne in her arms, on her side, or dandled
on her knees, may seem unworthy to express the love

o Isai. Xl- 1, 2. :
. P Isai, xxxv, 3, 4, See also, particularly in this view, Isai. lxi.
—3.
2 1 John i. 1. r Heb. v. 1, 2. 8 Isai. l. 4.
* 2 Cor. i. 4—6. This passage is worthy of very particular atten
tion, especially in the view in which it is here a.dduceI:L e
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of Jehovah towards his people; yet will we assert,
that the whole creation does not present an image
that will more adequately convey this sentiment to
our minds. It suggests to us,

1. His attention to our wants—

[How great and manifold are the wants of a little child;
no one of which he himself is able to supply! but his mother
provides for every one of them, and anticipates them even
before he is brought into the world. In like manner, the num-
ber of our wants is only equalled by the extent of our help-
lessness: we are not of ourselves able to do any thing good,
nor * to speak a good word,” no, nor even  to think a good
thought.” But our God has promised ‘ to supply all our
wants, according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus®.” “ He
knoweth what things we have need of before we ask him;” and
he has engaged, that,  though the lions may lack and suffer
hunger, they who fear him shall want no manner of thing that
1s good:” he will give them *° grace to help them in every time
- of need,” and * his grace shall be sufficient for them.”]

2. His sympathy with usin our troubles—

[Through diseases of various kinds, and accidents almost
innumerable, the days of infancy afford much scope for the
exercise of parental tenderness and affection. And where 1s
the mother whose bowels have not frequently yearned over
her afflicted offspring? How has the sudden cry of her infant
pierced her soul, even as with a sword! Yet is this but a very
faint image of the tenderness and compassion of our God. In
reference to his people of old, it is said, “ His soul was grieved
for the misery of Israel *;” and “in all their afflictions he was
afflicted”.” So now, if any presume to injure them, God says,
“ He that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of mine eyeZz.”
Our Divine Master identifies himself with his people, and
regards every thing that is done to them, whether good or evil,
as done unto himself: if they be persecuted, it is HE that is
smitten ?; or if they have kindness ministered unto them, it is
HE that is relieved?, One member of the body does not more
participate the feelings of the rest, than Ae does the trials and
troubles of his redeemed people: indeed, he submitted to be
‘‘ made in all things like unto them, on purpose that he might,
as our faithful and compassionate High Priest,” be stimulated,
as it were, from his own experience, to pity and relieve his
tempted people®.]

u Phil. iv. 19. x Judg. x. 16. ¥ Isai. Ixiii. 9.
z Zech. 1i. 8. 2 Acts ix. 4. b Matt. xxv. 45.
¢ Heb. 1. 17, 18. and iv. 15.
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3. His forbearance towards us in our perverseness—

[Few things perhaps are more trying to the temper than
the untowardness of a perverse child: it requires all the love
of a parent to support it, when it is great and of long con-
tinuance. But what parent ever had to endure a thousandth
part of the perverseness which our God has seen in us; seen
too in the midst of all his kindness? No one can read the his-
tory of Israel in the wilderness without being amazed at the
multitude of their provocations, and at the patience with which
““ God suffered their manners forty years:” yet this is a just
representation of human nature, in every place, and every age.
Of the very best amongst us it may be said, that. * he falleth
seven times a day:” yea, ¢ in many things we offend all.”
But God “ does not deal with us after our sins, nor reward us
according to our iniquities:” on the contrary, * he spareth,
when we deserve punishment;” “ he keepeth mercy for thou-
sands,” who, alas! would soon cast it away; ¢ he forgiveth
iniquity, transgression, and sin;” and, if constrained to chasten
us with the rod, he * does not suffer his whole displeasure to
arise,” but chastises in mercy only, and ¢ does not utterly take
away his loving-kindness from us.”]

4. His affectionate endearments—

[It is well known with what delight a mother will * bear
her” infant in her arms, and *“ dandle him on her knees:” and
1t should seem as if this were an extravagant representation of
the Saviour’s love to us: but he ¢ bare his people, and carried
them all the days of old:” even “as an eagle beareth on her
wings” her unfledged offspring, so does he now  carry the
lambs in his bosom, and gently lead them that are with young.”
It is, if we may so speak, a delight to him to * manifest him-
self to them” in the most endearing manner; to “lifttup the
light of his countenance upon them;” to ¢ kiss them with the
kisses of his lips,” and to ¢‘ shed abroad his love in their hearts
by the Holy Ghost.” He accounts them “his jewels,” and
““ his peculiar treasure;” and ¢ rejoices over them, to do them
good” in every possible way. Not all the endearments of the
tenderest mother can exceed the exercises of his mind towards
us, as described by an inspired prophet: ‘“The Lord thy God
in the midst of thee is mighty : he will save: he will rejoice
over thee with joy : he will rest-in his love : he will joy over
thee with singing?.”]

ADDRESS— o - o
1. Those who are strangers to our Jerusalem—

[It is generally thought amongst you, that there is nc
happiness in religion. But, I would ask, Where else is it to

d Zeph, iii. 17.
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be found? You may go and search for it through the whole
creation in vain: “The depth saith, It is not in me; and the
sea saith, It is not in me. It cannot be gotten for gold, neither
shall silver be weighed for the price thereofe:” it is in Christ
only that the nations of the earth either are, or can be, blessed.
- If it be said, that religion has its peculiar trials; we acknow-
ledge readily, that it has: but if it bring trials, it affords
comforts also to counterbalance them: indeed the very word
“ comfort” necessarily implies in it somewhat of previous pain
or trouble. Sorrow for sin, the mortification of our in-dwelling
corruptions, the enduring of contempt and reproach for Christ’s
sake, may all be considered as painful in themselves; but none
ever took ‘“this yoke” upon them, without finding it, after
a season, both ‘light and easy;” and being enabled at last
to take pleasure, and to glory, in those very trials, which
appear so formidable to unenlightened menf., But if you wish
to be happy and yet hold fast your sins, ¢4at is impossible: as
the tenderest mother in the universe cannot make her child
happy, whilst he is under the influence of perverse and wicked
dispositions, so neither can God himself make you happy, whilst
you are living in disobedience to any one of his commands.
There must of necessity be a difference between a duteous and
a disobedient child : to the one a wise mother will impart many
testunonies of her regard, which she is constrained to withhold
from the other. So it is with God: he manifests himself to
his faithful people as he does not unto the world: and if we
would but walk before him as obedient children, he would give
us a foretaste of heaven itself, in the light of his countenance,
and in the tokens of his love. Were this duly considered, we
should no longer be content to live as “ aliens from the com-
monwealth of Israel,” but should seek to become * fellow-
citizens with the saints, and of the household of God.”]

2. Those who love and mourn for her—

[Your concern for the welfare of the Church is a hopeful
evidence that you have received the word of God in truth;
for it is the characteristic mark of all true saints, that they
prefer Jerusalem above their chief joy.” DBut, whilst you are
concerned about the Church at large, you must not forget,
that you yourselves constitute a part of that Church, and that
the other members of this great family will rejoice or mourn,
according as you walk worthy, or unworthy, of your high call-
ing, The comfort of God’s children depends, not only on the
manifestations of his favour, but on the state of the Church
around them. What tears did David shed on account of those
who kept not God’s law! and how did Paul feel, as it were,

¢ Job xxviil, 14, 13. f 2 Cor. xi1. 9, 10,
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all the pangs of travail renewed in his soul, when the miscon-
duct of some in the Galatian Church caused him to stand in
doubt of them! On the other hand, no words could express
the joy which John, the beloved disciple, felt, * when he saw
his children walk in truth.” Be watchful then over your
whole spirit and conduct; and see that they be such as become
the Gospel of Christ. On this the honour of your heavenly
Parent depends: on this also depend the manifestations of
his love to your souls. Only seek that God may be glorified
in you; and then shall thanksgivings abound towards him on
your account: your own * peace also shall flow down like a
river,” and the prosperity of Zion be greatly increased.]

MXXYV.

THE JEWS TO CONVERT THE GENTILES.

Isai. Ixvi. 18—20. It shall come, that I will gather all nations
and tongues; and they shall come, and see my glory. And
I will set a sign among them; and I will send those that
escape of them unto the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud,
that draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the isles afar off,
that have not heard my fame, neither have seen my glory;
and they shall declare my glory among the Gentiles. And
they shall bring all your brethren for an offering unto ihe
Lord, out of all nations, upon horses, and in chariots, and in
litters, and upon mules, and upon swift beasts, to my holy
mountain Jerusalem, saith the Lord, as the children of Israel
bring an offering in a clean vessel into the House of the Lord.

WHEN we look upon the world around us, and
consider how utterly God is neglected and despised
by the great mass of his intelligent creatures, and that
successive generations of immortal beings are swept
away without any knowledge of a Saviour, or any
hope of beholding the face of God in peace, we are
ready to say with the prophet, “ Oh that my head
were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that
I might weep night and day?,” for the dishonour done
to my God, and for the miseries which, like a relent-
less deluge, are overwhelming the whole earth! It is
however a consolation to know, that this state of
things is drawing to a close, and that a new era is
about to appear, when the darkness which now covers
the earth shall be dispelled, and righteousness reign

& Jer, ix. 1. _

»
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where sin hath hitherto maintained an undisputed
sway. The prospect of this period, which is now
fast approaching, and speedily to commence, was the
great support of the Church under the distresses to
which she was reduced in the Babylonish captivity ;
and it still forms the richest source of consolation to
all who have any zeal for God, or any concern for the
welfare of mankind. So impressed was the prophet
Isaiah with his views of this mighty change, that he
could scarcely speak of any thing else: or, if he did
speak of the restoration of the Jews from Babylon,
or of the blessings treasured up for them by the in-
troduction of the Messiah’s kingdom, he constantly
. interwove in his statements such grand and glorious
expressions, as could not fail of carrying forward the
minds of his readers to this blessed time, when ““new
heavens and a new earth were to be created®” and
the universal empire of righteousness to be established
throughout the earth. Of this period he speaks in the
words before us; which will lead me to set before you,

I. God’s purpose respecting the Gentile world—

“It shall come to pass, that I will gather all na-
tions and tongues; and they shall come, and see my
glory.” This is the fixed purpose of Jehovah; a

purpose,
1. Proclaimed by all the prophets—

[Respecting “ the gathering of the nations” to Christ,
there is but one voice, from the time of Abraham to the close
of the sacred canon. Christ is that “ Seed in whom all the
nations of the earth are to be blessed®;” that * Shiloh, to whom
the gathering of all people shall bed” ¢ The utmost ends of
the earth are promised to Him for his possession®:” * all kings
shall fall down before him, all nations shall do him servicef:”
“ from the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof shall
his name be great among the Gentilesg;” and all the king-
doms of the world shall become the kingdom of our Lord and
of his Christ®.” '

But there is a peculiarity in this prophecy which must not
be overlooked. (God has in the great work of redemption

b yer. 22, ¢ Gen. xviil. 18. 4 Gen, xlix. 10.
e Ps, ii. 8, f Ps, 1xxii. 11, g Mal. 1. 11.
h Rev. xi. 15. ‘
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. revealed his glory to mankind. In that he has shewn how
“ mercy and truth could meet together, and righteousness and
peace could kiss each otherl” There he has proclaimed his
name as “ merciful and gracious, and yet as not by any means
dlearing the guilty®” Tt is this harmony of his perfections
that chiefly constitutes his glory. Previous to the revelation
of his Gospel, the highest archangel could not have conceived
how God could be “a just God, and yet a Saviour.” But in
Christ Jesus the whole difficulty is solved. By sending him
into the world, and laying our iniquities on him, the fullest
demands of justice are satisfied;and a way is opened for the
richest exercise of mercy towards a guilty world : the truth of
God which was pledged for the execution of all his threaten-
ings, is preserved ; and yet may the sinner, who was obnoxious
to them, be absolved, and be restored to the enjoyment of his
forfeited inheritance. This is the mystery in which all the
glory of the Godhead shines; and which all the nations of the
earth shall in due time have revealed to them in its meridian
splendour. This is fully declared by the prophet in a preceding
chapter: ‘¢ Arise, shine! for thy light is come ; and the glory
of the Lord is risen upon thee. For, behold, the darkness
shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the
Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee.
And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the
brightness of thy rising™.” And the prophet Habakkuk also
marks it with peculiar precisign: ““The earth,” says he, * shall
be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the

* waters cover the sea.”]

2. Assuredly to be fulfilled in its season— |

[Were we to judge by present appearances, we should
say, that such an event could never be accomplished. But so
we should have thought respecting the deliverance of the Jews
from Egypt, and from Babylon; and of the establishment of
Christianity by the ministry of a few poor fishermen. But it
1s not in this way that we are to form our judgment or our ex-
pectations. We have only to ask ourselves; * Has God pro-
mised these things ? and, Is he able to perform them ?” These
points being ascertained, we are as sure of the event, as if we
already saw it before our eyes : for ““ God isnot a man that he
should lie, or a son of man, that he should repent.” In fact,
the prophet did, as it were, behold it actually accomplishing in
his day : he saw the Gentile world  flying to Christ, as doves
to their windows;” and he called upon the Church to rejoice
mit: “ Break forth into joy; sing together, ye waste places

: Ps.' lzxxv. 10. k Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7,
Isai. xlv. 21. m Jsai, Ix. 1—3. and Ixii, 2,
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of Jerusalem : for the Lord kath comforted his people ; he hath
redeemed Jerusalem : the Lord kath made bare his holy arm in
the eyes of all the nations: and all the ends of the earth shall
see the salvation of our God®.”]

If the purpose itself fill us with wonder, we shall
be no less amazed when we are informed of,

II. The instruments by whom he will effect it—

It was by the ministry of Jews that God was
pleased to bring in the first fruits of the Gentiles;
and by the ministry of the Jews will he gather in the
whole harvest. In this passage the prophet distinctly
states who are,

1. The persons ordained to this work—

[They are here designated as ‘‘ those who have escaped
unto the nations:” and who these are there can be no doubt.
They are the remnant of the Jewish nation dispersed through-
out the world®. What the particular places are amongst
which they are scattered, it is not necessary to determine: it is
sufficient to know, that they are countries widely distant fiom
each other, and countries “ which have not heard of the Re-
deemer’s fame, or seen his glory.” Amongst these nations
shall ““ an ensign be raised” by the Jews, whom “ God has sent
to them” for this express purpose : and it is by their ministry
that God will diffuse the knowledge of salvation amongst
them. The language here used is clear and decisive: “I will
send those that escape of them,” that is, the Jews; “ I will
send them wunto the nattons ; and THEY SHALL DECLARE MY
GLORY AMONG THE GENTILES.” How little has the Christian
world adverted to this prophecy! How little have any of us,
when perhaps we have been pouring contempt upon the
Jews, recollected for what glorious purposes they are reserved,
and what a blessing they are ordained to be to the whole
world! Be it known unto you, Brethren, that THE JEWS are
the persons ordained of God to “ declare his glory among the
Gentiles.” They themselves are at present as unconscious of
the end for which they are so dispersed, as the Gentiles are
amongst whom they are scattered: but they shall nevertheless
infallibly execute the office for which they are designed. The
- prophet Micah says of them, © The remnant of Jacob shall be
in the midst of many people as a dew from the Lord, as the
showers upon the grass, that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth
for the sons of men®.” Now the clouds know not the end

n Isai. lii. 9, 10. with 1x. 4, 8. o See Isal. 1v. 2.
‘ r Mic. v. 7.
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for which God sends them over the face of the earth; nor is
the dew aware of the purpose which God has designed it to
effect : but both the one and the other infallibly and effectually
execute the purposes of heaven, and cause the parched ground
to send forth its fruits. So shall the Jews do, when once the
light has burst in upon their minds; and “the receiving of
them into the Christian Church shall be as life from the dead”
to the whole world4.]

2. The success that shall attend their labours—

[As the effects of rain are rapid on the whole vegetable
creation, so shall the fruits of their ministry among the Gen-
tiles be rapid and abundant; ¢ They shall bring all their
Gentile brethren for an offering unto the Lord, out of all
nations, saith the Lord; as the children of Israel bring an
offering in a clean vessel into the house of the Lord.” The
meat-offering consisted of fine flour unleavened, and mingled
with oil: oil also was poured upon it, and frankincense put
thereon®. Of how many myriads of particles an handful of
flour consisted, we know mot: but it very fitly represents the
congregated masses of believers that shall then be presented to
the Lord, all of them pure and unleavened, and all of them
sanctified by the Holy Ghost. This is the very construction
which St. Paul himself puts upon the text, which he repre-
sents as in part fulfilled in himself, who was, in a more
peculiar manner than any other of the Apostles, ¢ the minister
of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the Gospel of
God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable,
being sanctified by the Holy Ghost®.” Nor let it be thought
that this is a fanciful interpretation: for the prophet himself,
in a foregoing chapter, represents the converts as “a cloudt,”
which, whether it be understood of dust, or of rain, conveys
- precisely the same idea as we have just suggested from the

meat-offering : and the Psalmist also places t%le matter in ex-
actly the same view, when he says, that ¢ the handful of corn
cast by them upon the tops of the mountains shall grow up
as the woods of Lebanon, and as the piles of grass upon the
earth™” Indeed the prophet himself uses in another place a
- still stronger figure: for he represents the Gentile world at

that period as ‘“flowing (contrary to nature), like a mighty
river, up to the Lord’s House, when established upon the top .
of the highest mountains*;” so powerful, so harmonious, so
universal shall be the concourse of the Gentiles to Mount

Zion, in consequence of God’s blessing on the labours of their
Jewish instructors. ] '

1 Rom. xi. 15. . T Lev. i1. 1—6.

: * Rom. xv. 16.
t Isai, Ix, 8. . u Ps. Ixxii. 16.

- * Isal, ii. 2,
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SEE then, |

1. Of what importance the conversion of the Jews
is to the whole world !

[Many individuals may be, and are, converted from
among the Gentiles by the labours of Gentile teachers; and
we do well to exert ourselves in every possible way for the
diffusion of Christian knowledge amongst them. But though
we may reap the first-fruits, the gathering in of the harvest is
reserved for labourers of the Jewish community. There is
a passage which is supposed to establish a directly opposite
opinion : but the passage itself is quite misunderstood. It is
said, that ‘° blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the
fulness of the Gentiles be come in¥:” and from thence it is
supposed, that the whole of the Gentiles must be converted,
before that blindness is removed from the Jewish people. But
in anotlier part of the same chapter it is said, that, as the
diminishing of the Jews was the means of enriching the Gen-
tile world, much more shall their fulness be so; the receiving
of the Jews into the Church being the signal for, and the
means of, a spiritual resurrection to the whole Gentile world=.
The ¢ fulness” in both places imports, not the complete in-
gathering of all, but ¢ke commencement of that mighty work.
It will begin among the Gentiles (as it has indeed already be-
gun); and then it will proceed among the Jews, who shall carry
1t on, and perfect it, among the Gentiles. A4s soon as the Jews
determinately rejected the Gospel, it was preached unto the
Gentiles?: and as scon as the Gentiles begin in any consider-
able numbers to embrace the faith of Christ, we hope and
believe, that God will make known himself unto the Jews, and
make them the instruments of converting the whole world.
If then we have any concern for the Gentile world, we should
labour with all our might (in prayer, and in the use of-all suit-~
able means) to impart the Gospel to the Jews; that so they
may be ready to execute the work to which they are ordained,
and for which they are fitted beyond any other people upon the
face of the earth. As having their own Scriptures (upon which
ours are founded) with them, and as understanding the lan-
guages of the different countries wherein they dwell, they are
ready at any moment to preach the Gospel to those around
them, as soon as ever ‘‘the vell shall be taken from their own
hearts.” Being acquainted with their own Scriptures, they
will unlock the mysteries contained in ours, the very instant
that ¢ the key of knowledge” is put into their hands. And
their conversion will itself be such a confirmation of prophecy,
that all will be ready to receive their word, and to obey the

7 Rom. xi. 25. % Rom. xi. 12, 15. @& Acts xiii. 45—47."
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Gospel delivered by them. Let us therefore arise to our long-
neglected duty; and ¢ neither rest ourselves, nor give rest unto
our God,” till he call in his banished children, and make Jeru-
salem once more a praise in the earth®.]

2. What are those points to which we must parti-
cularly attend in our own conversion—

[The Jews are to * declare God’s glory among the Gen-
tiles,” and to ¢ offer them up as an holy offering unto the Lord.”
These are the two essential points of conversion; and if either
be wanting in us, we can never behold the face of God in
peace. We must have light in our understandings, and holi-
ness in our hearts. The first thing in the old creation was
light; and that also is the first in the new :  God, who created
light out of darkness, must shine into our hearts, to give us
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christe.” 'This is not a mere speculative knowledge; but
such a view of God’s glory, as leads immediately to a willing
surrender of our souls to him, *as a living sacrificed.” The
two must go together, as the root and the fruit. They are
absolutely inseparable. 'We never can devote ourselves unre-
servedly to God, till we feel our obligations to him for all the
wonders of redeeming love : but if once we have right views
of Christ, “we shall immediately puorify ourselves, even as he
is pure®.” Let us then never be satisfied, till ¢ Christ is fully
revealed in our hearts’,” and till we so * behold his glory as to
be changed by it into the same image from glory to glory, even
as by the Spirit of the Lords.”]

b Tsai. Ixii. 6, 7. ¢ 2 Cor. iv. 6.
4 Rom. xii, 1. 2 Cor. viii. 5. e 1 John iii. 3.
£.Gal. i. 16, o g 2 Cor, iil. 18.
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